A  FOURTH 

LETTER 

TO  THE 

People  of  England , 

O  N  T  H  E 

Condudt  of  the  M - ts,  in  Alliances, 

Fleets,  and  Armies,  fince  the  firft  Differences  on 
the  OHIO ,  to  the  taking  of  MI N O RCA  by  the 
French . 


Jocerne  tecum  per  litter  as  P  civem  mehercule  non  puto  ejfe ,  qui 
temporibus  bis  ridere  pojjit ;  it  a  funt  omnia  debilitata  jam 
prope  y  extinfta.  Cicero. 


To  which  are  added, 

Numbers  LII  and  LIII  of  the 

M  O  N  I  T  O  R, 

Applicable  to  the  LETTER. 

Cry  aloud ,  Jpare  not,  lift  up  thy  voice  like  a  trumpet,  and /hew  my  people 
their  tranfgrefiion,  and  the  houfe  of  Jacob  their  fins, 

Isaiah,  chap,  lviii.  ver.  i. 

You  have  got  an  opportunity  by  GocT  s  blejfing  to  fecure  to  you  and  your  po - 
ferity  the  quiet  enjoyment  of  your  religion  and  liberties,  if  you  are  not 
wanting  to yourf elves  ;  but  will  exert  the  ancient  vigour  of  the  En- 
glifti  Nation  :  but  1  tell  you  plainly  my  opinion  is,  if  you  do  not  lay 
hold  on  this  occafion ,  you  have  no  reafon  to  hope  for  another. 

K.  William’s  laft  Speech  to  his  Parliament. 
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A 


LETTER 


TO  THE 


People  of  England. 


A 


T  length  the  long  predicted  Confequences  and 

fatal  Effects  of  m - d  MifconduCt,  fo  much 

derided  by  thofe  who  gave  and  thofe  who  re¬ 
ceived  the  Wages  of  Iniquity,  are  become  too  alarm¬ 
ing  to  be  denied  by  the  moll  hardy  and  inured  to 
that  pernicious  Practice. 

Even  thofe  whotraffick  in  your  undoing,  acquiefce 
in  this  Truth,  and  prefume  to  vindicate  themfelves 
by  aliening  ye  were  found  undone,  when  the  Ad — n 
was  delivered  into  their  Hands,  and  that  no  Remedy 
has  fufficient  Efficacy  to  fave  you  from  Perdition. 

The  dire  Dilemna  into  which  ye  are  brought,' 
your  diftrefled  Situation,  the  Loads  of  accumulated 
Taxes,  the  Diminution  of  Trade,  the  NegleCt  of  En¬ 
gl ‘Jh  Welfare,  the  attention  to  Germanic  Interefts,  the 
Reliances  on  Foreign  Mercenaries,  and  contempt  of 
Britijh  Subjects  for  the  Defence  of  this  Illand,  the 
whole  ConduCt  of  Affairs  both  at  home  and  abroad  in 
Europe  and  America ,  and  that  defpicable  Appearance 
to  which  ye  are  reduced  in  the  Sight  of  every  Nation 
upon  Earth,  render  this  too  vifible  to  every  Eye  the 
leaft  inquifitive,  and  too  afflicting  to  every  Heart  not 
yet  transformed  to  Stone  by  the  long  Practice  of  plun¬ 
dering  it’s  Native  Land. 

To  avoid  all  Appearance  of  inflammatory  Declama¬ 
tion,  and  filence  the  defamatory  Tongues  of  all  who 
/hare  their  Country’s  Spoils,  who  aflert  that  every  At- 
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tempt  to  emancipate  you  from  your  Evils,  is  a  malig¬ 
nant  Defign  to  depreciate  the  M - y  .  let  us  impar¬ 

tially  recall  to  your  Eyes  the  mofl  material  Articles  of 
the  Ad - n,  fince  the  Commencement  of  Differen¬ 

ces  between  the  Britijb  and  French  Subjects  on  the 
Banks  of  the  River  Ohio. 

In  this  place,  the  more  effectually  to  lay  before  vou 
the  real  Caufes  of  this  War,  it  will  be  neceffary  to 
lead  you  back  to  a  Tranfachon  not  fufficiently  known 

by  all  of  you,  which  pafTed  between  the  M _ y  of 

France  and  England.  J 

.  Year  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  forty- 

nine,  or  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  fifty,  fome 
American  Traders,  Subjects  of  the  King  of  Great-Bri- 
lam,  travelled  to  the  Borders  of  the  Ohio,  to  trafffck 
with  the  Natives  of  thofe  Parts.  This  being  known 
to  the  Canadian  French ,  IVfellengers  were  difpatched 
to  acquaint  them,  that  unlefs  they  withdrew  from  their 
Mailer’s  Territories,  their  Effects  would  be  confifca- 
ted,  and  themfelves  carried  to  Prifon  at  Quebec.  This 
Meffage  the  Traders  thought  fit  to  obey,  and  with¬ 
drew  in  Confequence  of  it. 

The  fucceeding  Seafon,  another  Company  of  Bri¬ 
tijb  Subjects  came  to  trade  on  the  Ohio ,  and  not  with¬ 
drawing  on  a  like  Meffage  with  the  former,  their  Goods 
were  confifcated  and  themfelves  carried  Prifoners  to 
Quebec,  from  whence  they  were  brought  to  Rochelle 
in  France,  and  Hill  defined  in  Prilon.  Not  confcious 
of  having  violated  the  Laws  of  Nations,  or  traded  on 
any  Ground  to  which  the  King  of  Great- Britain  had 
not  an  undoubted  Right,  they  remonffrated  to  the 
B — flj  M —  — y,  infilled  upon  being  claimed  as  B—Jh 
Subjedls,  and  honourably  difeharged  from  Prifon,  as 
Perfons  unoffending  the  Laws  of  Nations  ;  nay  they 
entertained  the  honourable  Hopes  of  Englijhmen ,  that 

the  M - y  of  E - d  would  not  ceafe  to  demand 

an  Indemnification  for  the  lofs  of  that  Merchandize, 
which  had  been  unjuftly  taken  from  them,  and  Repa¬ 
ration  for  the  Infult  and  long  Imprifonment  of  their 

Perfons ; 
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Perfons ;  Expectations  becoming  Men  who  value  their 
Liberties,  Properties,  and  the  Nation’s  Honour;  in  this 
they  were  deceived,  the  true  Spirit  of  an  En~Jh 

M - r  no  longer  dwelt  among  us,  the  Amb — r  at 

Paris ,  inftead  of  demanding  thefe  Subjects  of  his  Maf- 
ter,  as  Men  unjuftly  held  in  Prifon,  and  Reparation 
for  the  Injuries  they  had  received,  was  ordered  by 

the  M - y  to  follicit,  as  a  Favour  from  the  Court  of 

France ,  the  Difcharge  of  them  only,  acknowledging 

their  Offence.  Were  not  your  S - n’s  Rights,  and 

your  own  Privileges  fhamefully  given  up  ?  Were  not 
the  Lands  on  the  Ohio  confeffed  to  belong  to  the  King 
of  France  ?  Were  not  the  French  juftified  in  imprifon- 
ing  your  Fellow-SubjeCts,  and  confifcating  their  Ef¬ 
fects,  by  this  tame  Behaviour  of  the  B—Jij  M - r  ? 

After  this  daftardly  Conceflion  in  thofe  whofe 
Duty  it  is  to  defend  your  Privileges,  can  it  be  a  Won¬ 
der  that  that  Country  was  claimed  by  the  French  as 
their  own,  or  that  they  began  to  build  Forts  and 
Block-Houfes  to  fecure  the  Trade,  and  afcertain  the 
Property  of  it  ? 

Little  as  this  Tranfaftion  was  known  or  attend¬ 
ed  to  in  E - d ,  the  taking  Poffeffion  in  this  Man¬ 

ner  of  the  Frontiers  of  Virginia ,  alarmed  the  People 
of  that  Province  ;  in  confequence  of  which  Mr.  IVaJh- 
ington  attacked  them  in  thofe  Parts,  and  was  defeated. 

It  feems,  however,  that  before  this  timid  Acquies¬ 
cence  of  the  B — - fh  M - r,  in  thus  acknowledging 

that  Part  of  A - a  to  be  the  Property  of  France f 

he  had  granted  the  Lands  on  the  Ohio  to  a  Quaker  of 
the  City  of  London t  and  his  Affociates. 

Thu  s  caught  between  the  King  of  France  and  a  Qua¬ 
ker,  like  the  Mariners  of  old  between  Scylla  and  Cha- 
rybdis ,  he  became  unequal  to  the  Dangers  and  Difficul¬ 
ty  of  the  Steerage,  and  fell  into  great  Embaraffments. 

He  now  perceived,  that  though  he  had  pulillani- 
moufly  given  up  to  Enemies  his  Mafter’s  Rights  and 
your  Privileges,  that  the  French  Minifter,  tenacious  of 
both,  and  his  own  honour,  could  not  be  negociated  in¬ 
to 
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to  receding  from  what  had  been  granted  him ;  he  per- 
ce'ved  aifo,  that  the  Quaker,  fortified  by  a  peril naci 
ous  Adherence  to  his  own  Intereft,  couldnoUie  footh 
ed  mto  rehnquifhmg  the  Grant  which  had  been  made 
him  If  the  French  Monarch  was  backed  by  the  Arm 

ofFlefii,  and  two  hundred  thoufand  Men  to  fupport 

h.s  Claim  to  the  Ohio ,  the  Quaker  was  fu flamed  fn his 
by  the  Spirit  ofObflinacy,  and  the  Intereft  of  the 

fr?;  °n  °ne  Side  a  Frmcb  Invafion  and 
a  War  fi l  ed  the  M - r  with  horrid  Apprehenfions ; 

on  the  other,  he  was  greatly  difquieted,  left,  bv  de- 

ercing  the  Qiiaker,  he  fhould  offend  the  Money- Tob- 

bers  of  the  City,  and  be  unable  to  raife  the  Supplies. 

To  ftrengthen  this  Dilemma  of  the  M _ -r  there 

was  added  to  the  infupcrable  Propenfity  in  a  Quaker 

of  never  rehnquifhmg  an  Advantage,  a  fecondary  Mo- 

tive,  which  probably  at  that  Time  efcaped  the  fharp- 

hghted  Ken  of  our  M - 1  Lynceus  ;  the  Grant  of 

the  Ohio ,  however  great  it  might  be  conceived,  was  a 

diltant  and  problematical  Advantage  only,  a  War  on 

the  Continent  of  America  was  a  prefent  and  pofitive 

one,  as  the  Remittances  to  the  Armies  in  thofe  Parts 

an  Objedf  of  great  Gain,  would  pafs  through  his 

Hands,  and  by  Means  of  this  Money  lent  to  America 

his  Debtors  in  that  Country  would  be  enabled  to  dif- 

charge  thofe  Debts,  which  otherwife  he  entertained 
but  little  Hopes  of  receiving. 

Urged  by  thefe  Motives,  this  Son  of  Meeknefs 

and  Refignation  prefled  the  M - r  to  fend  thofe 

Subjects,  whole  Loyalty  to  their  King,  and  Love  to 
their  Country,  are  above  all  Fear  of  Danger,  to  facri- 
fice  their  Lives  in  recovering  the  Lands  of  Men  whofe 
Principles  will  not  permit  them  to  defend  the  Caufe 
or  fight  the  Battles  of  King  or  Country.  ? 

Thus,  at  firft,  the  want  of  Spirit  in  the  M _ r, 

to  vindicate  his  S - n’s  Rights  and  Subjects  Privileges’ 

timidly  befeeching  as  a  Favour,  what  he  had  a  Right 
to  demand  as  Juftice  from  the  French ,  has  given  that 
Nation  a  better  Foundation  to  the  Claim  of  the  Ohio. 

And, 
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And,  laftly,  the  Dread  of  being  deferted  by  Mo¬ 
ney-Jobbers  and  Sectaries,  has  prevailed  over  the 
Terror  of  the  French  Arms,  and  induced  him  to  at¬ 
tempt  the  recovering  by  Force,  what  he  had  renounc¬ 
ed  by  Conceffion  :  Happy  that  Nation  which  is  defin¬ 
ed  to  the  Ad — — -n  of  fucli  confiftent  M - -rs. 

If  it  be  afked,  whence  it  comes  to  pafs  that  this 

Behaviour  of  the  B — Jh  M - r  has  never  been 

mentioned  in  the  French  Memorials  relative  to  the 
Difputes  in  America ,  it  may  be  anfwered,  with  Truth, 
that  the  French  Miniftry  perfe&ly  knew  that  the  ce¬ 
ding  the  Territories  of  England ,  by  the  Timidity  of 

the  M - r,  was  no  legal  relinquifhing  the  B—Jh 

Right  to  thefe  Lands,  and  that  the  K — g  and  People 
would  never  acquiefce  in  this  Conceffion. 

They  therefore  made  no  public  Ufe  of  this  Ar¬ 
gument,  referving  it  only  between  the  B—Jh  M - r 

and  themfelves,  left  a  public  Declaration  of  this  Affair 

might  remove  him  from  the  Ad - n,  and  the 

French  Monarch  lofe  an  Ally  of  greater  Confequence 
to  his  Succefs,  than  any  Potentate  in  Europe  ;  for  what 
can  impart  fuch  Strength  to  an  Enemy,  as  the  want  of 
Courage  and  Capacity  in  the  Man  who  oppofes  him  ? 

The  French  M - y  had  proved  in  a  former  War, 

and  by  long  Experience  in  Peace,  the  Inconfiftency, 
Inability,  and  Timidity  of  this  Man ;  to  thefe  they 
were  greatly  indebted  for  their  Succefs  in  the  late  War, 
on  his  Difpofitions  and  Capacity  they  prefumed  to  en¬ 
croach  upon  us  during  Peace,  on  the  fame  Qualities 
they  promifed  themfelves  the  like  Advantages  for  the 
future ;  to  difcover  his  timid  and  abfurd  Behaviour  was 
to  rifque  his  Removal,  an  Event  to  be  dreaded  by  all 
French  Subjedts.  They  concluded,  perhaps  too  rafh- 

ly,  that  as  no  Nation  ever  had  furnifhed  two  M - rs, 

fucceeding  each  other,  fo  unequal  to  the  Tafk  of  go¬ 
verning  as  this  Man,  that  therefore  no  Nation  could ; 
and  in  confequence  of  this  Manner  of  Thinking,  fe- 
creted  this  Behaviour  with  refpedt  to  the  Ohio,  and 
chofe  rather  to  make  Nova-Scotia  the  Objedt  of  the 

Quarrel 
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f°A  ^U.1>'1C-  This  f,iey  determined  to 
lftain  by  Arms,  when  they  found  themfelves  defeat¬ 
ed  in  Argument. 

After  a  molt  gracious  Speech  from  the  Throne  at 
ie  eginmng  of  the  Seffion,  when  all  was  gentle  and 
paafic,  on  Tucfday  the  Twenty-fifth  of  March ,  One 
1  houland  Seven  Hundred  and  Fifty-five,  the  Scene 
fuddenly  changes ;  War  becomestheuniverfalCon- 

verfation,  and  a  Meflage  was  fent  from  his  M _ v 

to  both  Houfes  importing  that  the  prefent  Situation  of 
Affairs  required  an  Augmentation  of  his  Forces  by 
Sea  and  Land,  to  defend  his  juft  Rights  in  America, 
and  repel  whatever  Attempts  might  be  made  againft 

his  Kingdoms  ;  not  doubting  but  his  faithful  P _ t 

would  enable  him  to  make  fuch  Augmentations  as  the 
Lmergency  of  Affairs  fhould  require. 

To  this  Meflage  both  Houfes  prefented  very  loyal 
Addreffes,  expretling  their  utmoft  Zeal  and  Affedion 
for  his  Majefty’s  Royal  Perfon,  Family,  and  Go¬ 
vernment,  affuring  him  of  a  ready  Compliance  in 
fupporting  him  to  repel  all  Attempts  which  may  be 
made  to  difturb,  or  deprive  him  of  his  Kingdoms 
Let  us  now  fee  what  Provifion  has  been  made  in 

Defence  of  all  Parts  of  his  M - y’s  Dominions  by 

- L Jn  confequence  of  this  Refolution  of 

Hoftihties.  Mr.  Braddock  had  been  juft  fent  to  Vir¬ 
ginia  with  Englijh  Forces  ;  the  fatal  Effeds  of  that 
Expedition,  the  Weaknefs  of  the  Defign,  and  inef- 

fedual  Execution  of  it,  have  been  already  laid  be- 
fore  you. 

The  Defeat  of  that  Officer  being  accompanied 
with  his  Death,  a  Miflake,  not  inferior  to  the  firffi 
Choice  of  this  Commander,  was  difcovered  to  eve- 
ry  Eye ;  it  feems  there  was  no  Officer  amongft  the 
remaining  military  Force  which  had  been  fent  to  Ame- 

equal  to  a  Command  of  fuch  Confequence. 

The  M - r  then  who  planned  this  Expedition, 

muff  have  concluded  that  Mr.  Braddock  was  both  in¬ 
vincible  and  immortal ;  otherwife,  as  a  Difeafe  might 

defeat 
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defeat  all  the  Succefs  which  the  greatefl  Courage,  Pru¬ 
dence,  and  Capacity  might  atchieve,  and  the  French 
Arms  prevail  by  the  Lofs  of  a  General  whom  Death 
only  could  conquer,  he  would  have  fent  a  Second  e- 
qual  to  the  Talk  of  commanding  an  Army.  My 
Reafon  for  faying  this,  is,  that  when  Opportunity 

had.  proved,  contrary  to  m - 1  Wifdom,  that  this 

General  was  neither  invincible  nor  immortal,  the 
Command  did  not  devolve  on  any  Officer  fent  from 
hence  with  Mr.  Braddock. 

Now  to  meit deems,  that  nothing  can  be  a  more 

convincing  Proof  of  the  M- - r’s  imagining  Mr. 

Braddock  fuperior  to  Death  and  Defeat,  and  of  the 
fuppofed  Infufficiency  of  all  the  Officers  who  accom¬ 
panied  him,  than  the  Command  in  Chief  falling  on 
G - 1  5 - y. 

This  Gentleman  had  been  bred  at  the  Bar,  and 
was  grown  old  in  the  Practice  of  it;  by  unforefeen 
Accidents  he  at  laft  became  G-  r  of  a  Province  in 
New  England  he  had  never  been  prefent  at  Siege  or 
Battle,^  and  his  Talents,  however  nicely  adapted  to  his 
Profeffion  of  the  Law  and  other  Departments  of  a 
G - r,  promifed  but  little  Succefs  in  the  Manage¬ 

ment  of  military  Affairs,  being  by  Nature  flow,  dif¬ 
fident,  and  inert :  Him,  notwithstanding,  the  E—Jh 
M — ~ r  fele&ed  to  command  the  King’s  Armies  in 
America ,  accompanied  with  the  Appointments  and  Pay 
of  the  late  Duke  of  Marlborough. 

It  is  remarkable  alfo,  that  the  m - 1  Choice  fal- 

hng  on  this  Gentleman,  proved  a  more  favourable 
Circumftance  to  our  Enemies,  than  could  have  hap¬ 
pened  in  the  appointing  of  any  other  American  Gover- 
nor  What  a  furprifmg  Genius  for  deviating  from  the 
Right,  is  this  Nation  bleft  with  in  a  M _ r  ? 

The  Character  of  every  other  Governor  in  America 
being  unknown  to  the  French  Court,  whoever  befides 
had  been  appointed  G — ■ — 1,  they  might  probably 
have  concluded  that  as  he  ought  to  be,  fb  he  was,  e- 
qual  to  the  Command  of  an  Army.  This  would,  at 

•  B  kaft? 
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lead,  have  made  our  Enemies  lefs  fanguine  in  their 

Hopes  of  Succefs  ;  but  Mr.  C - y  was  as  well  known 

at  Paris,  where  he  refided  a  long  while  Com _ y 

for  fettling  Nova  Scotia ,  as  in  London  ;  fo  that  the 
French  Miniftry  being  perfectly  acquainted  with  his 
Talents,  the  Apprehenfions  of  Danger  from  fuch  a 
Commander,  were  but  little  in  their  Minds,  01;  in 
thofe  who  were  to  oppofe  him. 

Nay,  fo  full  were  the  Parijians ,  on  the  News  of 
his  being  appointed  Commander  in  Chief  in  America , 
that  the  firft  Salutation  amongft  thofe  who  were  ac¬ 
quainted  with  him,  was,  One  penfcz  vows ,  Monfieur y 
Le  Minijlre  d%  Angle  ter  re  a  nomine  notre  ami  Monfieur 
S - y  General  des  Armies  du  Roy  en  Amerique. 

Notwithstanding  this  Appellation  of  Friend  by 
the  French ,  I  am  convinced  it  did  not  arife  from  any 
prevailing  Inclination  imagined  in  G - 1  S - y  to¬ 

wards  that  Nation ;  nor  would  I  be  thought  to  blame 
him  for  accepting  this  Poft,  fo  honourable  and  lucra¬ 
tive  ;  to  have  refilled  it,  would  have  been  an  un¬ 
exampled  Inftance  of  Self-denial ;  an  Expectation  not 
founded  in  the  Nature  of  Man  :  Nothing  is  more  na¬ 
tural  than  to  imagine  ourfelves  equal  to  every  Under¬ 
taking  which  our  Superiors  conceive  us  to  be  ;  with¬ 
out  this  prevalent  and  encouraging  Self-opinion,  the 
M - rmufl  have  long  fince  refigned  his  Charge. 

In  confequence  of  being  deflined  to  the  chief  Com¬ 
mand,  Mr.  S - y  repaired  to  Albany ,  -where,  after 

long  imitating  the  celebrated  Fabius  in  Delay,  he  at 
length,  with  the  fame  Deliberation,  began  his  March, 
counting  his  Steps,  towards  the  Lake  Ontario ,  where 
being,  alas,  too  maturely  arrived,  and  perceiving  that 
nothing  was  to  be  done  againft  the  Enemy,  he  as  deli¬ 
berately  marched  back  again,  meeting  no  Oppofition 
which  he  did  not  eafily  overcome  ;  and  thus  began 

and  ended  the  Expedition  of  G - 1  S - y ,  exactly 

as  it  had  been  predicted  by  all  who  knew  him,  imitat¬ 
ing  the  great  Lewis  in  going  up  the  Hill  and  coming 
down  again.  In  this,  however  the  whole  Blame  refts 
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on  him  who  cbofe,  and  not  him  who  was  chofen  ;  the 
G - 1  furely  is  to  be  pardoned  who  failed  in  his  Ex¬ 
pedition,  when  the  M - r  was  fo  much  miftaken  in 

his  Judgment  of  him. 

Notwithstanding  this  manifeft  Deficiency  in  the 
B — jh  M — — y,  in  the  Choice  of  their  Generals,  that 
of  the  Americans  was  as  remarkably  juft.  General 
Jobnfon ,  formed  by  Nature  for  the  military  Art,  wrhom 
Sagacity  blended  with  Courage,  Adivity  with  Patience, 
render  what  is  not  always  to  be  found  amongft  Seen- 
fervice  and  regular  bred  Warriors,  was  the  Objed  of 
their  Choice. 

Th  is  Gentleman,  with  the  Militia  of  the  Provinces, 
took  the  French  General  Prifoner,  and  defeated  Ten 
Times  the  Number  of  thofe  French  Troops,  before 
which  Mr.  Braddock  and  his  Regulars  fhamefully  re¬ 
tired  *,  and  though  this  military  Succefs  was  followed 
by  no  farther  Advantage  to  the  American  Caufe  than 
that  of  taking  Prifoner  the  Enemy’s  General,  it  muft 
be  imputed  entirely  to  thejarring  Councils  of  the  dif¬ 
ferent  Provinces,  Delay  in  (ending  Provifions  and  Re¬ 
cruits,  Envy  of  his  Succefs,  and  various  other  Caufes. 

Let  us  now  turn  our  Eyes  on  what  was  tranfaded 
in  another  Part  of  America .  It  feems  the  Inhabitants 
of  New-England ,  being  thoroughly  acquainted  with 
the  Importance  of  Nova  Scotia ,  had  refolved  to  drive 
the  French  from  their  Forts  in  that  Part  of  America ; 
with  this  View  General  Winflow  and  Two  Thoufand 
Militia  failed  for  Halifax ,  where  being  arrived,  and 
joined  by  about  Two  or  Three  Hundred  Regulars 
only,  under  the  Command  of  Colonel  Monckton ,  they 
took  Beau  fejoiir,  and  immediately  all  the  other  Forts 
furrendered. 

Th  us  the  only  Advantages  which  were  derived 
from  all  the  military  Preparations  againft  the  French 
in  America ,  were  effeded  by  a  General,  unknown  to 
the  B—Jh  Minifter,  and  a  Militia  of  Americans ,  and 
by  an  Expedition  planned  by  the  Provinces  of  New- 
England ,  the  laft  of  which  Exploits  the  Americans 

B  2  had 
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had  always  in  their  Power  to  accomplifh,  unailifted  by 
Men,  Money,  or  Ships,  from  this  Iflatid  :  vy  hilft  the 
Generals  and  the  Expeditions  appointed  by  the  M — r, 
were  either  ignominioufly  defeated,  or  rendered  inef¬ 
fectual. 

The  laft  Summer  then  was  productive  of  the  Re¬ 
duction  of  Nova  Scotia ,  Mr.  Braddock' s  Defeat,  Mr. 

S - */s  ineffertual  March  to  Ofwego ,  General  John - 

fori  s  Victory  unpurfued  through  Deficiency  of  Powers, 
and  his  relinquifhing  the  Service  through  Difguft. 

The  Campaign  being  terminated  fo  little  to  the 
Advantage  of  the  Americans ,  the  molt  natural  Thought 
which  could  employ  the  attention  of  a  Statefman,  was 
that  of  fpeedily  reinforcing  thofe  Parts  againft  the 
French  Attempts,  which  would  undoubtedly  be  more 
vigorous  the  fucceeding  Summer  than  the  former,  as 
Men  and  Ammunition  would  be  fent  them  to  fuftain 
the  Eftablifhments  they  had  made  on  the  Back  of  the 
Britiflj  Settlements ;  let  us  fee  what  Provifion  has 
been  made,  and  how  fpeedily  Affiftance  has  been  tranf- 
mitted  to  your  Fellow-Subjerts  in  thofe  Parts,  from 
whence  the  great  Source  of  your  Wealth  and  Corm 
merce  is  derived. 

The  firfl  Attempt  in  their  Favour  was  that  of  creat¬ 
ing  a  Regiment  of  Germans  to  be  enlifted  in  Europe , 
and  fent  thither  ;  whofe  Officers  were  to  be  compofed 
of  Men,  Strangers  to  this  Land,  and  Aliens  to  it’s 
Liberties  and  Privileges,  unproved  by  Experience, 
guiltlefs  of  Siege  or  Battle,  in  whofe  Favour  the  Bri~ 
tijh  Subjects  of  untainted  Loyalty  and  approved  Cou¬ 
rage  were  rejected,  and  even  an  exprefs  Article,  in  an 
Art  relating  to  the  Settlement  of  the  prefent  auguft 
Family  on  the  Throne,  was  fufpended  by  a  particular 
Bill  in  Parliament.  Notwithftanding  all  this,  tranf- 
arted  in  Favour  of  Foreigners,  no  Advantage  has  hi¬ 
therto  accrued  to  the  Plantations  from  that  Defign, 
neither  Men  or  Officers  being  yet  failed  to  that  Part. 

The  Winter  palled  away,  the  Spring  was  advanc¬ 
ing  !  No  G- - 1  appointed  !  No  Englijh  Troops  de- 

ftined  • 
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ftined  for  the  Succour  of  America ,  ’till  on  April  the 
Fifteenth,  the  Tranfports  fet  Sail  with  Otway  s  and 
Murray's  Regiments  for  America ,  too  late  to  be  of 
any  Afliftance  ’till  next  Spring,  tinlefs  the  French  may, 
peradventure,  poffefs  themfelves  of  Virginia,  or  feme 
other  ill  defended  Colony  before  their  Arrival. 

In  fiich  Situation  and  Diftrefs  as  the  Provinces  re¬ 
mained  at  the  End  of  laft  Autumn,  when  the  Defi¬ 
ciency  of  Generals  was  fo  apparent  to  all  Comprehen- 
fions,  is  it  to  be  believed  that  the  Commander  in  chief 
fhould  have  been  with-held  till  the  latter  end  of  May  \ 
and  yet  this  has  been  the  real  State  of  the  Cafe. 

That  Man  who  was  to  fuperfede  all  others  in 
Command,  has  not  been  lent ’till  it  is  probably  become 
too  late  for  him  to  perform  any  Thing  of  Confequence 
this  Summer  *,  the  General  in  chief,  who  fholild  have 
been  fent  laft  Autumn,  and  been  prefent  in  a  new* 
Country  as  long  as  pollible  before  his  entering  upon 
Adtion,  to  be  acquainted  with  the  different  Refolutions 
of  the.  various  Provinces,  to  have  known  the  Genius 
of  the  Inhabitants,  planned  the  Expeditions,  and 
created  a  confidence  in  thofe  who  were  to  obey  him, 
was  the  laft  Perfon  difpatched  on  this  Occahon. 

It  is  but  lately  that  even  any  one  has  been  fent  to 
America ;  within  two  Months  Mr.  Webb  has  fuperfed- 
ed  Mr.  S — ir — y ,  General  Abercrombie  Mr.  Webb ,  and 
Lord  Loudon  all  of  them  :  by  this  deep  Contrivance, 

indeed,  the  M - r  has  fulfilled  the  Scriptures,  which 

fay,  the  firft  (hall  be  laft,  and  the  laft  firft  ;  yet  with¬ 
out  the  Imputation  of  Infidelity,  there  are  thofe  who 
cannot  believe  that  the  Chief  in  Command  ought  to 
be  the  leaft  acquainted  with  the  Bufinefs  he  is  to  un¬ 
dertake. 

Is  there  another  Head  in  Europe ,  befides  the  m — 1, 
which  would  have  fent  Commanders  in  this  Manner? 
If  Lord  Loudon  had  gone  firft,  Mr.  Webb  and  General 
Abercrombie  would  have  followed  naturally  *,  and,  as 
they  were  under  him  in  Command,  fallen  into  their 
Places  of  Duty,  which  are  to  obey  his  Orders  and 

.  Difpofitions; 
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Diipofit.ons  ;  but  as  the  M--r  has  deftined  the  Affair, 
Ae  Commander Crlf-  mu([  now  foliow  the  Plans  of 
Men  inferior  to  lnmfelf  in  military  Knowledge  or  re¬ 
main  inabhve ;  for  certainly  the  Preparation  for  every 

before^  Tr  7*  7*  haVe  been  too  far  advanced 
before  Lord  Loudon  s  Arrival,  to  admit  of  any  confi- 

derable  Alteration  ;  nay,  even  before  Mr.  Webb  and 

Abercrombie  arrived  ;  fo  that  Mr.  S _ y  js  jn  Fact 

General  ,n  planning  the  Operation  of  this  Campaign 

alfo.  How  ridiculous  then  was  this  m - 1  Difpofition 

in  ending  out  the  Commanders  ?  Lord  Loudon  muff, 

from  the  Nature  of  his  Commiflion,  which  fuperfodes 

tive  r  Imagm,ed  fuPenor  in  every  Thing  rela- 

r  ®  L  r  Commanding  an  Army,  to  all  who  were 

H,>v  Hrm  ;i°therWlfe  11  is  the  greateft  Abfur- 

til  v  i  r  fe"tb,m  3t  3,1 ;  and  yeb  by  pure  Sub- 
7y,°fa  - -1  Contrivance,  he  mull  neceffarily  be 

the  leaft  acquainted  with  what  he  is  to  undertake  if 
he  arnves  1  ime  enough  for  Aftion  this  Campaign  • 
and  bound  to  follow  Operations  already  concerted  by  a 
Man  proved  unequal  to  the  Undertaking,  or  remain 
on  the  defonfive.  Is  not  this  cunningly  fubjeding  a 
Soldier  and  Man  of  Capacity  to  all  the  Infufficiency  of 
Underftanding,  ,n  that  very  Perfon  which  was  fo  much 
complained  of  in  the  Conduit  of  the  laft  Summer’s 

and  defeating  the  whole  Expedition  for  this 
Year  r  Admirable  Sagacity  ! 

Besides  this  Inverfion  of  Wrong  for  Right  fo 

natura1  to  m_— 1  Underftandings,  in  fending  the 

Officers  of  higheft  Rank,  it  is  to  be  obferved,  that 

even  the  inferior  Officers  of  Lord  Loudon’s  Regiment 

together  with  Arms,  Ammunition,  and  other  mili’ 

tary  Preparations,  lie  at  this  Time  *  at  Portf- 

and,  what  is  not  a  little  extraordinary,  the 

Mufkets,  and  other  military  Weapons,  lay  a  long 

while  on  the  Wharfs,  waiting  for  Tranfports,  which 

were  not  then  hired  to  take  them  on  Board.  I  fav 

nothing  of  the  Sagacity  of  that  m-, - 1  Conception, 

which 

.*  The  twelfth  of  June. 
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which  (hipped  the  Carriages  of  the  Cannon  on  Board 
one  Ship,  the  Cannon  on  another,  the  Ball  on  a  third, 
and  the  Powder  on  a  fourth  ;  a  Contrivance  not  eafily 

to  be  parallelled  in  any  Ad - n.  Hence,  by  this 

Subtilty  of  Thought,  the  Chance  of  defeating  the 
whole  Expedition  was  increafed  as  four  to  one  ;  for, 
if  each  Article  had  been  proportionably  mixed  in  the 
Cargoes  of  the  four  Ships,  the  taking  one  Ship  could 
have  defeated  but  one  fourth  of  the  Intention,  and  fo 
in  Proportion  ;  but,  as  it  was  defigned,  the  taking 
one  Ship  renders  the  whole  ufelefs ;  how  complaifant 

are  the  M - s  in  all  their  Undertakings  to  your 

Enemies  ? 

To  this  might  be  added  the  Five  Hundred  Barrels 
of  Gun-Powder  purchafed  untried  of  the  Dutch ,  cun¬ 
ningly  to  prevent  it’s  falling  into  our  Enemy’s  Hands  ; 
which,  upon  Experiment,  proved  as  explofive  as  Saw- 
Dud. 

These  lad  mentioned  Affairs,  however,  mud  be 

confidered  as  below  the  Attention  of  M - s,  whofe 

Capacities  are  fo  different  from  the  common,  and  are 
only  a  farther  Confirmation  of  that  great  Faculty  of 
rightly  diftinguifhing  and  feledting  Men,  fit  to  be 
employed  in  all  Situations  under  their  Diredtions. 

If  Deficiency  in  the  Supplies  granted  by  Parliament 
had  been  the  Caufe  of  this  Delay,  and  Inattention  to 
the  moil  valuable  of  all  our  foreign  Poffeffions,  much 

might  have  been  offered  in  Vindication  of  a  M - r; 

but,  fince  our  mod  Royal  Matter,  our  mod  Gracious 
Sovereign,  in  his  mod  Gracious  Speech  from  the 
Throne,  has  been  pleafed  to  thank  his  People  for  the 
vigorous  and  effectual  Support,  which  has  been  grant¬ 
ed  him,  what  can  be  faid  in  Defence  of  Men,  who 
have  thus  abfurdly  applied  it,  fhamefully  negledting 
the  mod  important  Objedt  of  this  Kingdom.  It  would 
be  ridiculous  to  name  the  Caufe  of  this  Delay ;  it 
mud  be  affigned  to  that  which  no  Man  in  England  is 
weak  enough  not  to  perceive,  the  M— ■ *r  excepted. 

If 
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If  then  fuperior  Knowledge  of  Mankind  be  neeeflary 

in  a  M - r,  to  diredt  him  in  his  Choice  of  thofe  who 

are  to  adt  under  him  ;  from  thefe  Inftances,  not  pur- 
pofely  feledted,  what  Hopes  remain  in  you  of  him 
who  always,  undeviating,  appoints  the  leaft  qualified 
for  the  Talk  committed  to  their  Care. 

Having  thus  fet  before  you  the  Deficiency  in 

m - 1  Attention  towards  providing  for  the  American 

Colonies,  without  the  Commerce  of  which  this 
Kingdom  mu  ft  foon  languifh  into  a  total  Decay,  and 
(hewn  that  even  the  trifling  Succour  hitherto  defigned 
lince  Braddock' s  Defeat,  mult  by  the  Delay  in  fend¬ 
ing  it  be  rendered  ineffedtual  during  this  Summer ; 
let  me  now  turn  your  Eyes  on  what  lias  been  tranf- 
adted  in  Europe  during  that  Time,  in  Defence  of 
Great-Briiain  and  It  eland ,  together  with  another  Do¬ 
minion,  not  belonging  to  this  Crown,  and  which  to 
the  prefent  Minute  has  been  no  great  Source  of  Ac- 
quifition  to  this  Nation. 

In  Seventeen  Hundred  and  Fifty-five,  during  the 
Time  which  parted  between  the  Mertage  to  both 
Houfes,  and  the  Prorogation  ofP— ~ — ton  the  Twenty- 
eighth  of  April,  no  Addition  was  made  to  our  Land 
forces  :  No  Law  parted  to  arm  the  Subjedts  of  Great - 
/W/rt//z,againfl:any  Invafion  from  the  French ,  aNegledt 
which  there  is  too  much  Reafon  to  fear,  may  one  Day 
prove  fatal  to  this  Kingdom  ;  but  great  Sums  of  Mo¬ 
ney  were  granted,  and  the  equipping  a  refpedtable 
Navy  engaged  the  whole  Attention  of  the  Adm - n. 

H  is  M - y  having  put  an  End  to  the  Seffion, 

the  fame  Day,  that  no  Time  might  be  loft,  defpi- 
fmg  the  Menaces,  and  Invafions  of  the  French ,  fet  out 
from  St.  James's,  greatly  rifquing  his  Sacred  Perfon, 
through  Seas  and  Tempefts,  to  provide  for  the  De¬ 
fence  of  his  Dominions.  During  his  Abfence,  let  us 

recolledt  what  were  the  Occupations  of  the  M - y 

at  Home  towards  this  Attainment  :  they  were  em¬ 
ployed  in  committing  Violence  on  your  Liberties,  de- 
prefling  the  Courage  of  Sailors  by  Compulfion,  man¬ 
ning 
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nirig  Fleets,  which  have  been  almoft  u/elefs  by  their 
Destination,  and  leaving  the  Ifland  open  to  the  hourly 
Invafion  of  the  Frencbt  through  Deficiency  of  dome- 
ftic  Force. 

However,  to  the  immortal  Memory  of  the  M _ r 

this  Inattention  at  Home  was  amply  recompenfed  by 
his  Care  on  the  other  Side  the  Water ;  two  Treaties, 
fuppofed  to  be  teeming  with  Advantages  to  this  Na¬ 
tion,  were  concluded  :  One  with  the  Emprefs  of  Ruf- 
Jiat  the  other  with  the  Landgrave  of  HejJe-CaJJel ;  the 
firft  figned  at  Peter/burgb,  the  Thirtieth  of  September 
Seventeen  Hundred  and  Fifty -five,  the  other  at  Hano¬ 
ver  the  Eighteenth  of  June  the  fame  Year. 

The  firft  Article  with  Ruffia,  confirms  the  Treaty 
concluded  in  Seventeen  Hundred  and  Forty-four,  by 
which  the  Emprefs  agrees  to  furnifh  the  King  of  Great- 
Britain  with  Ten  Thoufand  Infantry,  and  Two  Thou- 

fand  Cavalry,  if  His  M - -y’s  Dominions  Ihould  be 

attacked,  or  with  Five  Hundred  Thoufand  Rubles  in 
Money,  yearly,  during  the  Attack.  Neither  of  which 
having  been  demanded  during  the  laft  Rebellion  in 
Scotland ,  it  feems  no  unjuft  Inference  to  conclude, 
that  that  Treaty  related  to  H — — r  only ;  otherwife, 
by  what  Argument  fhall  we  juftify  our  M — — .y,  who, 
during  that  Time  of  Peril  and  Expence,  negledted 
to  make  that  neceflary  Requifition  of  the  Troops,  or 
Money,  in  Favour  of  England ,  ftipulated  in  the  Treaty. 

These  Forces  being  deemed  infufficient  in  the  pre- 
fent  Emergency,  it  was  thought  prudent  to  increafe 
the  Number  to  Fifty-five  Thoufand,  Forty  Thoufand 
of  which,  were  to  be  Infantry,  and  Fifteen  Thoufand 
Cavalry  ;  added  to  this,  Forty  or  Fifty  Gallies  were  to 
hold  themfelves  in  Readinefs,  to  aft  on  the  firft 
Orders. 

Besides  what  has  been  already  laid,  relating  to 
the  Treaty  of  Seventeen  Hundred  and  Forty-five, 
which  makes  the  Bafis  of  this,  the  fourth  Article  in 

C  '  . .  ...  -  .  the 
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the  fecond  Treaty  with  Ruffia ,  confirms  it’s  being  de- 
iigned  for  the  Defence  of  H - r  only. 

It  is  there  faid,  that  thefe  Troops  andGallies  fhall 
not  aft,  except  His  Britannic  Majefty  or  his  Allies  are 
attacked  ;  and  then  the  commanding  Officer,  asfoon 
as  he  fhall  receive  His  Majefty’s  Requifition,  fhall 
make  a  Diverfion  with  Thirty  Thoufand  Infantry, 
and  the  Fifteen  Thoufand  Cavalry  ;  and  at  the  fame 
Time  fhall  embark  the  other  Ten  Thoufand  Infantry 
on  Board  the  Gallies,  in  order  to  make  a  Defcent  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Exigency  of  Affairs. 

Now  does  not  the  fecond  Article  by  agreeing,  that 
thofe  Troops  fhall  be  held  in  Readinefs  on  the  Fron¬ 
tiers  of  Livonia,  and  the  Gallies  cruifing  on  that  Coaft, 
declare,  the  Intention  to  be  that  of  invading  the  Pruf- 
Jian  Territories,  if  the  King  of  Pruffia  fhall  attempt 

any  Thing  againft  the  H - n  Dominions ;  other- 

wife  the  Stipulation,  that  the  commanding  Officer 
fhall  make  a  Diverfion  with  Thirty  Thoufand  Infantry, 
and  Fifteen  Thoufand  Cavalry,  as  foon  as  he  fhall  re¬ 
ceive  His  Majelty’s  Requifition,  would  appear  a  pal¬ 
pable  Abfurdity  ;  becaufe  thefe  Troops,  which  are  to 
make  this  immediate  Diverfion  in  Favour  of  His  Ma- 
jefty,  cannot  march  into  France  in  much  lefs  Time 
than  fix  Months,  if  fhe  fhould  invade  this  Ifland :  this 
Diverfion  then,  to  be  put  in  Execution  as  foon  as  the 
Requifition  fhall  be  made  on  the  Part  of  Great- Britain, 
cannot  mean  an  Attack  upon  France much  lefs  can 
their  marching  to  the  Aid  of  this  Kingdom  be  the 

Intention  of  that  Article,  unlefs  the  lame  M - r, 

who,  twelve  Months  fince,  did  not  know  that  Cape- 
Breton  is  an  Ifland,  had  not  at  the  Time  of  conclud¬ 
ing  this  Treaty  heard  that  Great-Britain  is  furrounded 

by  the  Ocean.. 

Besides  this,  Gallies  being  unfit  Veffels  for  tran- 
fporting  Troops  on  the  Ocean,  and  the  Circumftance 
of  being  ordered  to  make  a  Defcent,  according  to  the 
Exigency  of  Affairs,  with  Ten  Thoufand  Forces, 
1  prove 
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prove  that  thefe  alfo  were  defigned  to  affift  the  former 
Number,  in  whatever  they  fhould  attempt,  and  nei¬ 
ther  to  invade  France ,  nor  fuccour  England .  The 
term  Defcent ,  being  always  underftood  in  a  hoftile 
Senfe,  cannot  well  be  intended  to  fignify  their  coming 
hither  as  Friends,  and  the  Number  is  too  fmall  to  at¬ 
tempt  an  Undertaking  of  that  Kind  on  the  Shores  of 
France . 

In  Confequence  of  this  Agreement  then  for  the 

Defence  of  the  E - 1  Dominions,  the  Emprefs  of 

Ruff  a  is  to  be  paid  by  Great- Britain,  One  Hundred 
Thoufand  Pounds  annually,  during  the  Term  of  four 
Years  in  Times  of  Peace  ;  and  as  foon  as  thofe  Troops 
fhall  pafs  the  Frontiers  of  her  Country,  Five  Hundred 
Thoufand  Pounds  a  Year :  in  Confideration  of  this 
Augmentation  of  her  Subfidy,  the  Emprefs  is  to  take 
upon  herfelf  the  Payment,  Subfiftence,  and  Tranfport- 
ing  her  Troops,  wherever  they  fhall  be  ordered  by 
Great-Britain ,  and  not  to  re-call  them  ’till  the  Expi¬ 
ration  of  the  Treaty,  though  her  own  Dominions 
fhould  be  attacked. 

This  Article  of  the  Treaty  is  yet  another  Confirma¬ 
tion,  that  it  excludes  all  Idea  of  the  Ruffians  being  ever 
intended  to  defend  this  Ifland  ;  becaufe  the  Pay  of  an 
equal  Number  of  Britijh  Troops,  in  the  fame  Pro¬ 
portion  of  Horfe  and  Foot,  would  annually  amount  to 
One  Million  Seven  Hundred  Thoufand  Pounds ;  now 
is  it  poffible  to  conceive,  the  Ruffian  Emprefs  can 
have  agreed  to  fupport  thefe  Forces  in  England ,  where 
Provifions  are  dear,  on  lefs  than  a  third  Part  of  that 
Sum  ?  and  where  the  Pay  of  each  national  Soldier  is 
but  juft  fufficient  for  his  Subfiftence.  Would  not  this 
be  a  Kind  of  Compact  to  ftarve  her  own  Subjects  ? 
much  lefs  would  fhe  oblige  herfelf  to  the  tranfporting 
them  for  the  fame  Money,  which  Expence  alone 
would  confume  the  whole  Subfidy, 

Indeed,  by  the  eleventh,  a  truly  Chriftian  Article, 
it  is  agreed,  That  the  Ruffians  fhall  have  full  Liberty 

C  2  tO 
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to  plunder  wherever  they  come  ;  this  auxiliary  ConfU 
deration,  as  they  would  not  fail  to  put  it  in  Execution, 
might  probably  prove  an  ample  Recompence,  for  the 
Smallnefs  of  their  Pay,  after  their  Arrival  in  England . 

However,  as  I  think  it  my  Duty  to  do  Juftice  to 

all  Mankind,  weak  as  our  m - 1  Leaders  may  be  ; 

it  appears,  I  own,  too  rank  a  Contradiction,  want  of 
Capacity,  and  Inattention  to  their  own  Intereft,  to 
have  made  a  pofitive  Compact,  that  Foreign  Troops 
fhall  interfere  in  the  Occupation  and  Advantages  pe¬ 
culiar  to  themfelves,  of  plundering  the  People  of 

— -d. 

Wherefore,  from  this  Article  alone  it  ought  to 
be  concluded,  that  this  Treaty  was  made  folely  for 
the  Intereft  of  H - r ;  and  you  the  innocent  Sub¬ 
jects  of  E - */,  were  thereby  doomed  to  a  more 

fevere  Fate,  than  the  Almighty  impofed  on  your  firft 
Parents,  who  rebelled  againft  his  Will;  ye  muff  now 
not  only  get  your  own  daily  Bread  by  the  Sweat  of 
your  Brows,  but  even  labour  for  the  Bread  of  others, 
who  have  no  natural  Claim  on  you,  and  with  whom 
ye  have  no  Connection  :  thus  the  Trade  and  Toil  of 
Englijhmen  muft  be  annually  employed,  in  gaining 
half  a  Million  of  Money  for  the  foie  Eafe  and  Safety 
of  the  Subjects  of  H - r. 

Notwithstanding  thefe  Proofs  to  the  contrary, 
if  any  one  chufes  to  believe  this  Treaty  included  any 
immediate  Reference  to  the  affifting  this  Kingdom  of 

G — t-B - -?/,  he  has  my  full  Confent,  even  then  it 

will  foon  appear,  I  imagine,  a  fmall  Juftification  of 
m - 1  Proceedings. 

Amongst  the  many  Precautions  which  all  wife 

M - s  haveobferved  in  concluding  Treaties,  there 

have  been  two  from  which  they  have  never  fwerved  *, 
the  Firft:  is,  that  in  all  fubfequent  Treaties  they  have 
obferved  the  ftricteft  Care  that  no  Alliance  with  a 
weaker  Potentate,  fhall  defeat  the  Advantages  of  for¬ 
mer  Treaties  made  with  a  ftronger ;  without  attend¬ 
ing 
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ing  to  this  Observation,  M - s  leffen  their  Powers  by 

every  new  Acquifition  of  Allies,  a  Subtilty  not  much 
unlike  the  denying  the  ufe  of  Arms  to  the  Subjects  of 
a  Kingdom,  for  their  own  Defence,  during  War,  and 
trufting  to  hireling  Foreigners. 

The  Second  is,  that  the  Honour  and  Interefi  of 
the  Nation,  which  they  fuperintend,  are  to  be  the 
great  Objects  of  all  M - s  in  their  Treaties  with  fo¬ 

reign  Nations  ;  without  due  regard  to  this  Obferva- 
tion,  States,  like  Dupes  at  Play,  become  the  beggar¬ 
ed  Objedt  of  Ridicule  to  all  crowned  Heads. 

Let  us  now  enquire,  whether  thefe  two  elTential 
Maxims  have  been  judicioufly  purfued  by  the  M _ s 

of  E - d,  in  their  Treaties  with  RuJ/ia,  HeJJe-CafTel , 

and  Prujfia. 

In  order  the  more  clearly  to  efFedt  this,  we  mull 
place  Things  in  the  fame  Situation  they  were,  before 
either  of  thefe  Treaties  was  concluded. 

Before  the  Conclufion  of  the  Treaty  with  the 

Emprefs  of  Riifia,  the  M - s  of  E - d  were 

under  no  fmall  Apprehenfions  of  the  Prujftati  s  laying 
hold  of  the  growing  Differences  between  G — t-  B — n 
and  France ,  and  poffeffing  himfelf  of  fome  of  the 
Eledtoral  Dominions  this  his  Undertaking,  tho’  of 

no  Difadvantage  to  G-t-B - »,  might  prove  not- 

withflanding  a  moft  embaralfing  Circumftance,  if  a 

War  fhould  break  out  on  the  Continent,  to  the  M _ s 

of  this  Nation,  whofe  conftant  Purfuit  it  has  been  to 
prefer  the  H — • — n  to  B — -Jb  Interefts. 

To  difengage  themfelves  from  this  Perplexity,  it 
was  thought  neceflary  to  conclude  the  Treaty  as  a- 
bove  fpecifiea  with  RuJJia  ;  and  indeed  it  muft  be  ac¬ 
knowledged  that  the  Profpedl  of  Things  by  this  new 
Alliance  with  RuJJia ,  was  greatly  improved  in  Refpedl 
U#  >' ;  the  Prujjian,  who  before  this  fubfidiary 
Treaty  with  th e  Mufcovite,  had  entertained  fanguine 
Hopes  of  enlarging  his  Dominions,  was  now  reduced 

to 
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to  fear  left  his  own  Territories  might  be  diminifhed  by 
this  new  Alliance. 

This  Treaty  then  with  Ruff  a,  fetting  the  Intereft 
of  this  Ifland  out  of  the  Queftion,  which  it  has  con- 
ftantly  been  for  this  forty  Years,  whenever  it  came  in 
Competition  with  that  of  Germany ,  was  truly  benefi¬ 
cial  to  the  Electorate  of  H - r  ;  it  included  the  two 

Advantages  ahovementioned,  of  increafing  Power  by 
Alliance  for  the  People  it  was  intended,  and  Honour 

to  the  M - s,  if  Men  can  merit  fuch  Rev/ard,  who 

negled  the  Welfare  of  their  own  Country,  to  ferve 
that  of  Foreigners. 

The  Fifty  five  Thoufand  Ruffian  Troops  were  un¬ 
doubtedly  an  Augmentation  of  the  Powers  of  H - r 

and  it’s  Allies,  as  it  fubjeded  the  PrnJJian  King,  their 
fufpeded  Foe,  and  whofe  lnterefts  are  as  incompatible 
with  the  Auftrian ,  as  thofe  of  Heaven  and  Hell,  to  no 
fmall  Terrors  on  account  of  Silejia ,  if  the  Emprefs- 
Queen  fhould  fix  her  Heart  on  repoftefling  that  Gem, 
which  had  been  plucked  from  her  imperial  Diadem, 
and  which  fhe  ftill  beholds  with  longing  Eyes ;  at  the 
fame  Time  then,  that  the  PrnJJian,  by  his  Dread  of 
the  Ruffian  Arms,  was  rendered  incapable  of  annoying 

the  Ele - 1  Dominions ;  the  Friendfhip  between 

H - r  and  the  Emprefs- Queen,  who  confidered  this 

Treaty  as  made  in  her  Favour,  was  greatly  ftrengthen- 
ed,  particularly  as  the  latter  entertained  Hopes  of  their 
being  employed  in  her  Service  in  the  recovery  of  Silejia , 
if  the  Pruffan  fhould  intermeddle  in  the  Quarrel  be¬ 
tween  the  King  of  G — t-B - n  and  France  ;  or  in 

Flanders ,  if  the  French  fhould  attack  that  Part  of 
her  Dominions  :  Thus  the  PrnJJian  King,  by  means 

of  this  Treaty  between  G — t-B - n  and  Ruff  a ,  was 

placed  in  that  very  anxious  Dilemma  from  which 
H - r  had  been  juft  extricated. 

This  was  the  very  Situation  in  which  it  was  the 

Rufinefs  of  the  E — Jh  M - s  to  place  and  fecure 

him,  and  to  extricate  himfelf  as  expeditioufly  as  pof- 

fible, 
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fible,  was  the  great  Object  of  the  P ruffian ;  let  us  now 
enquire  which  of  thefe  has  ultimately  attained  the 
Ends  of  their  Endeavours. 

No  Man  faw  more  perfpicuoufly  than  the  Pruffan 
Prince,  how  greatly  the  Scale  of  Advantages  was  turn¬ 
ed  in  Favour  of  H- - r  and  Aujlria ,  by  the  Treaty 

between  G — t-B - n  and  Raffia  ;  he  therefore  fet 


about  devifing  fome  Means,  by  which  to  relieve  him- 
felf  from  this  difquieting  Dilemma;  in  Confequence 
of  which  Defign,  from  his  own  pure  Inclination,  with¬ 
out  Overture  from  E - d  it  feems,  he  propofes  a 

Treaty  between  this  Kingdom  and  Pruffia ,  which  was 
fpeedily  concluded. 

At  this  Time  it  was,  that  the  mercenary  Tongue- 
Pads  were  let  loofe  in  Favour  of  the  Wifdom  of  our 
M - s  in  the  Ruffian  Treaty  ;  the  falutary  and  hu¬ 

miliating  Confequences  which  it  had  produced  on  Pruf- 
fia ,  and  the  beneficial  Alliance  which  had  been  fo  long 
wifhed,  and  at  length  compleated  between  the  two 
Crowns.  Let  us  now  examine,  whether  this  laft  Treaty 
with  Pruffia  has  been  productive  of  all  thofe  Bleflings, 
which  it  was  boafled  to  have  brought  upon  it’s  Wings  ; 
or  whether  like  the  Drone  it  has  not  brought  the  Sting 
only  without  the  Honey. 

The  two  moft  material  Articles  in  this  Treaty 

are,  firft,  that  G — t-B - n  with  her  Allies,  and 

Pruffia,  (hall  mutually  atlifl  each  other  in  endeavour¬ 
ing  to  keep  all  foreign  Troops  from  entering  the 
Empire. 

The  fecond,  that  Great- Britain  fhall  pay  Twenty 
Thoufand  Pounds,  as  an  Indemnification  for  the  Cap¬ 
tures  of  that  Merchandize  which  was  taken  on  board 
P ruffian  Bottoms,  condemned  and  fold  during  the  laft 
War;  and  in  Return,  that  Pruffia  fhall  pay  the 
Loan. 

And  here  it  feems  evident  at  firlt  View,  that  the 
whole  Benefit  which  might  have  accrued  to  the 

Aujlrians 7 
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AuftrianSy  and  even  to  the  H - ns,  by  this  Al¬ 

liance  with  RuJJia ,  was  defeated  by  this  fecond  Treaty 
with  Pruffta .  Becaufe,  as  by  the  Ruffian  Treaty  the 

-Jb  M - -r  had  agreed  to  employ  the  Mufcovites 

in  the  Empire  of  Germany,  to  the  Aid  and  Intereft  of 

H - r  and  her  Allies  ;  in  this  with  Pruffia,  he  had 

moft  fagacioufly  engaged  to  keep  them  from  their  Af- 
fiftance.  And  thusthofe  Men,  who  valued  themfelves 
fo  highly  for  concluding  the  Treaty  with  Ruffia,  to 
bring  her  Forces  into  Germany ,  were  now  artfully  en¬ 
gaged  by  the  King  of  Pruffia  to  oppofe  the  Entrance 
of  the  very  Troops  which  they  had  hired  in  their 
Favour. 

By  this  fingle  Article,  did  not  the  King  of  Pruffia 
find  himfelf  quite  extricated  from  all  the  Difficulties  irt 
which  the  Ruffian  Treaty  had  involved  him  ? 

If  the  Emprefs  fhould  attack  Silefia ,  he  had  now 
no  other  Affair  upon  his  Hands  but  that  of  oppofing 

her  Arms;  becaufe  the  M - s  of  G — t-B - n 

had  by  Treaty  agreed  to  keep  out  the  Ruffians ,  and 
free  him  from  Apprehenfions  on  that  Side  ;  from  this 
Change  of  Circumftances,  the  Emprefs-Queen  grew 

difgufted  with  the  B — ■ff'M. - ;  (he  faw  herfelf  and 

her  Interefts  deferted,  her  Friendship  and  Alliance  re¬ 
jected,  and  renounced  in  Favour  of  a  weaker  Poten¬ 
tate  :  And  from  that  Time,  being  convinced  of  the 

Weaknefs  of  the  B — Jh  M - r,  entertained  the 

Idea  of  feeking  the  Alliance  of  a  ftronger  and  wifer 
Power :  Thus  Pruffia  has  totally  defeated  the  foie  Ad^ 
vantage,  which  the  Ruffian  Treaty  had  given  the 

States  of  E - d  and  H - r  over  him,  and  this 

Kingdom  and  the  Electoral  Dominions  loft  the  ufe  of 
the  Auftrian  Powers,  by  preferring  a  weaker  Alliance 
to  a  ftronger. 

Let  us  now  fuppofe  that  France ,  notwithftanding 

this  T reaty  between  G — t-B - n  and  Pruffia ,  Ihould 

refolye  to  attack  the  Dominions,  what  Ad¬ 

vantage 
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vantage  can  redound  to  that  Electorate  from  this  Con¬ 
vention  between  G — t-B - n  and  PruJJia ,  to  oppofe 

the  Entrance  of  all  foreign  Troops  into  the  Empire? 

will  the  M — . — s  of  this  Ifle  and  thofe  of  H - r  rely 

on  this  Treaty  with  PruJJia ,  and  confide  in  the  Forces 
of  that  Prince  to  prevent  the  French  from  invading  the 

H - - -n  Dominions  ?  or  if  they  fhould  entertain  this 

Confidence,  and  aCt  in  Confequence  of  it,  will  the 


Prujfian  march  his  Army  in  their  Defence,  and  give 
fuch  an  Opportunity  to  the  Emprefs-Queen  of  recover¬ 
ing  Silefia ,  whilft  he  is  deferting  his  own  Dominions, 
to  fight  the  Battles  of  H — — r  ? 

I  imagine  no  Man  believes,  either  that  the 

M - rs  would  confide  in  PruJJia  on  ftich  an  Occa- 

fion,  or  that  King  defert  his  own  Interefts  to  follow 
thofe  of  others. 


If  the  French  then,  notwithflanding  this  Conven¬ 
tion  with  PruJJia,  fhould  march  towards  the  Territo¬ 
ries  of  H - —r,  it  feems  evident  that  the  Ruffians , 

according  to  Treaty,  muft  ftill  be  invited  to  the  Afi 
fiftance  of  the  Electoral  Dominions  ;  in  fuch  a  Cafe,  of 
what  contradictory  and  clafhing  Circumftances  will, 
the  two  Treaties  appear  to  be  compofed  ? 

The  Treaty  with  PruJJia  obliges  the  M - s  to 

exclude  the  Ruffians ,  and  all  Foreigners,  from  the 
German  Empire  ;  that  with  Ruffia ,  to  call  them  to  the 
Aid  of  the  Electorate  into  Germany . 

Th  us  the  RuJJian  Troops,  which,  by  the  Agree¬ 
ment  with  that  Emprefs,  are  to  come  as  Friends  to 
the  Affiftanceof  H - r,  are  by  the  Treaty  with  P ruf¬ 
fia,  to  be  oppofed  by  thofe  very  H - ns,  as  Enemies. 

In  Confequence  of  this  Alliance  with  PruJJia,  if  the 
French  Forces  lhould  march  to  invade  the  Electoral 
State,  and  the  Ruffians  to  defend  it,  at  the  Requifiti- 
on  of  our  M — — s,  the  H - ns  are  obliged  by  Com¬ 

pact  to  become  fo  many  Drawcanfirs,  and  kill  both 
Friends  and  Foes. 
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fiv  the  Alliance  with  Pruffia  they  are  engaged  to 
keep  out  the  Ruffians ;  the  Moment  then  the  Mufco- 
vites  begin  to  march,  according  to  Treaty,  and  the 

Requeft  of  our  M — — r,  to  the  A  Alliance  of  H _ r, 

the  Treaty  with  P raffia  obliges  the  H - ~ns  to 

divide  their  Troops  with  thofe  of  that  Monarch,  and 
march  one  halt  to  refill  the  coming  of  their  Allies  the 
Ruffians,  and  one  half  to  refill  their  Foes  the  French  ; 
what  an  illuftrious  Inftance  of  refined  and  profound 
Politicks  is  here  produced  ! 

By  this  judicious  Proceeding,  our  M - s  have 

fairly  diverted  the  H - ns  of  the  Ruffian  Art 

fiftance  ;  for,  if  they  rely  on  the  Alliance  with  Pruf- 
Jia,  th c  Ruffians  cannot  aft  in  their  Favour,  and  if 
they  claim  the  Aid  of  the  Ruffians ,  one  half  of  the 

H- - n  Soldiers  are,  by  Compaft  with  Pruffia, 

obliged  to  join  and  oppofe  the  very  Troops  they  call 
to  their  Alhftance. 

In  this  Manner,  in  Obedience  to  Treaty,  the  Elec¬ 
torate  will  be  deprived  of  one  half  of  her  Troops 
wherewith  to  engage  the  French ,  becaule  they  mull 
be  employed  to  oppofe  her  Friends  the  Ruffians. 

This  mull  be  the  neceffary  Confequence  of  the 
Treaties  with  Ruffia  and  Priffia ,  if  both  are  put  into 
Execution ;  for,  unlefs  the  H — —  ns  oppofe  the 
Ruffians  equally  as  the  French,  from  entering  the  Em¬ 
pire,  the  P ruffian  is  entirely  difengaged  from  all  Obli¬ 
gation  between  him  and  the  B— fh  M— s,  and  the 

H - ns  are  the  firft  Infrafters  of  the  Treaty. 

Wherefore,  as  it  is  importible,  from  the  nature  of 
Things,  that  the  H - ns  can  oppofe  the  Ruf¬ 

fians,  which  they  have  called  to  their  Alllftance,  it  fol¬ 
lows,  that  the  Pruffian  cannot  aft  at  all,  becaule  he 

would  injure  the  H - ns  more,  in  oppofing  the 

Ruffians,  by  calling  off  one  half  of  the  Eleftora! 
Troops,  than  aflift  them  in  oppofing  the  French. 

Thus  the  Refult  of  this  boafted  Wifdom  of  the 

M-— — r,  in  the  Union  between  G — t-B- - n  and 

Pruffia, 
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Truffia ,  is  atlafl  no  more  than  a  dexterous  Deliverance 
of  the  latter,  from  that  peril  he  was  fallen  into  by  the 
Ruffian  Treaty.  He  is  at  Eafe  from  all  the  Fears 
which  that  Alliance  had  imparted  on  the  Account  of 
Silejia ;  difengaged  from  all  Obligation  in  his  Agreement 

with  E - d9  by  the  Abfurdity  of  our  M - s,  and 

the  almoft  Impossibility  of  it’s  being  put  in  Execution  ; 
and  may  not  improbably,  by  virtue  of  this  Alliance, 
be  fupported  againft  the  Houfe  of  Auflria ,  by  the 

very  Ruffians  which  our  M - —  s  originally  had  hired 

to  oppofe  him. 

H  ave  they  not  then  thus  Cunningly  deprived 
themfelves  of  all  the  Advantages  which  the  Treaty 
with  Ruffia  had  given  them  ?  have  they  not,  by  re¬ 
nouncing  the  Aujirian  Interefl:,  difpleafed  the  Emprefs- 
Queen  ?  and,  by  this  Alliance  with  a  weaker  Power, 
rendered  themfelves  lefs  able  to  refill  the  French  Arms 
in  Germany  ?  have  they  not  united  the  Houfes  of  Bour¬ 
bon  and  Auftria ,  after  having  fpent  Three  Hundred 
Millions  to  keep  them  afunder,  and  to  fupport  the  lat¬ 
ter  in  oppofition  to  the  former  ?  is  it  poffible  then  that 

thofe  M- - s,  who  have  been  fo  eafilv  circumvented 

by  the  Pruffian  King,  could  ever  have  perceived  the 
Force  and  Efficacy  of  that  Treaty  with  Ruffia  ?  Ought 
not  then  the  Mufcovite  Alliance  to  be  deemed  the 
pure  Effedt  of  Chance  or  Malice  (which  the  Article 
on  plundering  feems  to  infinuate),  as  that  with  P ruffia y 
the  legitimate  Child  of  Ignorance  and  Miftake  ? 

After  having,  in  the  above  Manner,  fhewn  the 
Effedls  of  the  firft  Article  in  the  Pruffian  Treaty, 
which,  indeed,  concerns  the  H - n  Welfare  im¬ 

mediately  only,  let  us  confider  the  Confequences  of 

the  fecond  Article  with  Refpedt  to  G — t-B - n,  in 

which  the  B — Jh  M —  — s  agree  to  give  Twenty  Thou* 
fand  Pounds  to  the  King  of  Pruffiia ,  in  lieu  of  Mer¬ 
chandize  taken  on  board  Pruffian  Bottoms,  condemned 
and  fold  during  lad  War  ;  and  that  Prince  to  pay  the 

D  2  Subjects 
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Subjects  of  this  Ifland  the  Remainder  of  the  Silefis- 
Loan.  J 

Absurd  as  the  firft  Article  has  been  proved  to  be, 
this  fecond  is  not  one  Step  behind  it  in  Miftake  and 
Ridicule,  and  even  before  it  in  pernicious  Confequen- 
ces  ;  for  as  that  firft  Article,  by  having  united  Auftria 
and  France,  may  now  coft  this  Wand  Two  Millions  of 
Money,  in  fupporting  the  Ruffians  for  the  Intereft  of 
Pruffia ,  if  Silefta  fhould  be  attacked  :  So  the  fecond 
Article  of  the  Agreement  bids  fair  to  deftroy  all  the 

Commerce  of  G  t-B - «,  at  leaft  all  the  Advantage 

Ine  can  draw  from  a  fuperior  Fleet  in  Time  of  War. 

The  Merchandize  repaid  for  by  this  Treaty  was, 
what  had  been  legally  taken,  condemned,  and  fold. 
I  he  Equity  of  this  Proceeding  had  been  defended,  and 

oiu  Right  juftified  in  a  Letter  from  the  M - r  to  the 

P)  ujjian  Court ;  and  much  more  fo  in  a  Memorial 
drawn  by  a  Lawyer  and  Civilian,  whofe  Eminence  and 
Learning  do  Honour  to  this  Nation.  Nay,  it  was  even 
aflerted  by  thefe  Men,  that  the  Welfare  and  Exiftence 
of  this  State,  as  a  maritime  Power,  efentially  depend¬ 
ed  on  our  perfevering  in  our  Right  to  thefe  Captures  * 
and  this,  I  believe,  is  the  Opinion  of  all  Men  of  Un- 
derftanding  in  the  Nation. 

Notwithstanding  which,  in  Contradiction  to  all 
good  Senfe  and  (bund  Policy,  Reftitution  for  thefe  Cap¬ 
tures  has  been  made  to  Pruffia. 

By  this  Conceffion,  we  either  acknowledge  that 
we  have  no  Right  to  leize  military  Stores,  defigned 
for  our  Enemies,  on  Board  neutral  Bottoms  ;  that  the 
Decrees  of  that  Nation,  on  Board  whofe  Ships  they 
are  taken,  are  valid,  though  contradi&ory  to  thole 

made  in  the  Courts  of  Cj — t  B - fi  *  or  that  our 

M - s  are  become  fuel; timid  and  abjed  Wretches, 

that  whatever  crowned  Head,  however  contemptible 
on  the  Seas,  fhall  dare  to  difpute  the  Legality  of  feiz- 
ing  and  confifcating  fuch  Stores,  (hall  be  repaid  what¬ 
ever  his'Subjeds  may  lofe. 
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I  am  fenfible  the  M - rs  aflert,  that  this  twenty 

thoufand  Pounds  was  not  given  to  the  King  of  PruJJia 
as  an  Indemnification  for  the  Captures  made  laft  War, 
but  becaufe  they  had  a  mind  to  prefent  him  fo  much 
of  that  Money,  which  you  labour  to  procure  for  them 
to  fquander. 

Is  not  this  Anfwer  to  the  full  as  childifh  as  the  Arti¬ 
cle  is  pernicious ;  like  two  Boys  at  School,  where  one 
gives  the  other  Money  not  to  be  beaten,  and  yet  in¬ 
fills  it  was  not  through  Fear  but  pure  Love;  does  this 
excufe  him  from  the  Imputation  of  Cowardice,  or 
Change  the  Motive  in  the  Opinion  of  his  School-Fel¬ 
lows  ?  Will  not  he  be  infulted  by  all  the  others  as 
much  as  if  he  had  confefled  the  true  Reafon  ? 

This  illuftrious  Inflance  of  want  of  Senfe  and  want 
of  Refolution,  muft  have  an  advantageous  Tendency 
at  the  Eve  of  a  war ;  will  not  the  Prnffian  ftill  infill 
upon  the  Right  of  carrying  Stores  in  his  Ships  to  your 
Enemies  ?  will  not  the  Dutch ,  Ruffians ,  Danes ,  and 
Swedes ,  with  all  the  other  maritime  States  of  Europe , 
demand,  put  in  ufe,  and  fupport  the  like  Privilege  for 
themfelves,  which  you  have  already  granted  to  the 
P ruffian  ?  And,  if  you  oppofe  this  Liberty,  will  not 
your  Captures  of  their  Ships,  however  legal,  draw  the 
Refentment  and  Arms  of  all  Europe  upon  you  ? 

What  then  is  the  Advantage  of  the  Payment  of 
the  Silefia- Loan,  when  compared  to  the  dreadful  Con- 
fequences  of  this  Conceflion  ?  Flow  will  you  now  dif- 
trefs  effectually  the  Commerce  of  your  Enemies,  if 

your  M - s  permit  neutral  Ships  to  tranfport  and 

traffic,  not  only  in  the  common  Produce  and  Mer¬ 
chandize  of  France  and  her  Colonies,  but  even  in  mi¬ 
litary  Stores,  to  the  DeftruCtion  of  all  your  Trade 
and  Security  ?  Will  you  longer  vaunt  your  Empire  of 
the  Ocean  ?  > 

Thus  then,  as  by  the  former  Article,  the  M — ^-rs 

of  this  K- - m  had  effectually  deflroyed  the  good 

Effects  of  the  Ruffian  Treaty  with  RefpeCl  to  //■—■  ■  r, 

in 
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in  this  they  have  given  a  fatal  Wound  to  the  Tntereft 

and  Honour  of  G-t-B - *.  Deftined,  as  ye  a^e, 

to  labour  for  German  Welfare,  how  will  ye  fupport 
the  Expence  of  thofe  Millions  which  it  muft  coft, 

when  the  Source  of  all  your  Riches,  your  Trade  is 
deftroyed  ? 

Now  let  me  a fk  thofe  hireling  Trumpeters  of  the 
m  1  Wifdom  in  concluding  the  Prujfian  Treaty, 
W  hat  are  the  boafted  Advantages  which  are  derived 
fiom  it  to  this  Kingdom?  is  the  Conclufion  ftronger 

in  Favour  of  m- - 1  Wifdom  or  m - 1  Weaknefs  ? 

and  what  has  this  Nation  to  expedt  under  the  Direc¬ 
tion  of  fuch  penetrating  and  all-feeing  M - -rs,  who 

have,  by  two  Articles  in  one  Treaty,  driven  Auftria 
from  their  Intereft,  united  her  with  France ,  adopted 
the  weak  Alliance  of  Prujfia,  laid  II— — r  open  to 
F)  ench  Invafion,  deftroyed  the  Commerce  of  G — t 
B - and  rendered  our  Arms  and  Councils  con¬ 

temptible  in  the  Opinion  of  all  Europe? 

Having  thus,  in  fome  degree,  explained  the  per¬ 
nicious  Effedts  of  the  Prujfian  Treaty,  let  us  examine 
what  Advantages  are  likely  to  be  derived  to  this  King¬ 
dom  from  that  with  Hejfel-Cajfel ,  and  what  are  the 

Ivlerits  of  the  M - r  in  making  it,  and  behaving  in 

Confequence  of  it’s  Conclufion. 

The  great  Objedl  of  this  T.  reaty  is,  that  either 

eight  or  twelve  thoufand  Troops,  as  G _ t  B _ n 

fhall  require,  of  which  the  fixth  Part  is  to  be  Horfe, 
are  to  be  furnifhed  by  the  Landgrave  of  HeJJe  for  this 

kingdom  or  her  Allies,  and  to  be  paid  for  by  E _ d 

only.  J 

Now,  as  increafing  the  Strength  and  fuftaining  the 
Honour  of  a  Nation  fhould  always  make  the  great 
Objedts  of  a  M - r  in  his  Treaties  with  foreign  Na¬ 

tions  ;  fo  Frugality  in  iupporting  and  complying  with 
them  in  the  Management  of  the  public  Money,  fhould 
ever  be  infeparable  from  every  Article. 


Let 


Let  us  fee  whether  this  laffc  Duty  of  public  Parfi- 
mony  has  been  more  clofely  purfued  in  the  Alliance 
with  Heffie^  than  thofe  of  Power  and  Honour  were  ob- 
lerved  by  that  with  Pruffiia . 

By  the  fifth  Article  it  is  agreed,  that  every  Trooper 
(hall  firft  be  purchafed  at  about  twenty  Pounds  Ster¬ 
ling,  and  every  foot  Soldier  at  about  feven  Pounds ; 
which,  in  all,  makes  about  a  hundred  and  twelve 
thoufand  Pounds  levy  Money;  befides  this,  the  Land¬ 
grave  is  to  have  about  thirty-feven  thoufand  Pounds 
annually  before  the  Troops  march  ;  and,  as  foon  as 
they  march,  he  is  to  receive  feventy-four  thoufand 
Pounds  annually,  ’till  they  enter  into  pay  according  to 

that  of  H - r  or  - d ;  at  which  Time,  the 

Subfidy  returns  to  about  thirty-feven  thoufand  Pounds 
annually  ;  which  again,  when  the  Troops  are  fent 
back,  is  to  return  to  feventy-four  thoufand  Pounds  a 
Year,  during  the  whole  Duration  of  the  Treaty,  which 
is  four  Years. 

In  the  mean  Time,  whatever  Men  or  Horfes  die 
by  Difeafe,  or  are  killed  in  Battle,  the  Beaft  is  to  be 
paid  for  at  double  the  Price  of  the  human  Being  ;  a 
bleffed  Confederation  for  the  Subjects  of  German 
Princes ! 

In  like  manner,  whatever  Arms  or  Artillery  fhall 
be  found  deficient,  or  taken  by  the  Enemy,  a  full 

Recompence  is  to  be  made  by  G - 1  B - n  to  the 

Landgrave  of  Heffie . 

By  the  tenth  Article,  thefe  Troops  fhall  be  inflant- 
ly  fent  back  whenever  the  Dominions  of  the  Land¬ 
grave  fhall  be  attacked. 

Let  us  now,  in  Obedience  to  the  Inclinations  of 
the  M  r,  allow  that  the  Ruffians  as  wrell  as  the 

HeQians  were  by  Treaty  obliged  to  come  to  the  Affif- 
tance  of  G - 1  B - n  :  it  being  at  length  deter¬ 

mined  that  France  would  certainly  invade  this  Ifland  ; 

that  the  B - ^Forces  were  unequal  to  the  repelling 

a  hoftile  Invafion  ;  that  the  Subjects  of  £ - d  fhould 

not 
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not  be  armed  in  the  Defence  of  themfelves,  their 
King,  and  Country;  and  that  foreign  Mercenaries 
were  neceffiry  for  our  Protection  and  Safety  ;  Let  us 
then  explain  with  what  admirable  Fore-thought,  Pru¬ 
dence,  and  Oeconomy,  the  M - s  have  pro¬ 

ceeded  with  RefpeCt  to  the  Security  of  this  Land 
in  the  Requifition  of  Troops,  according  to  the  two 
Treaties. 

Fifty-five  thoufand  Troops  are,  by  Compact 
with  Ruffia ,  to  be  fent  by  the  Emprefs  of  that  Nation 
to  afTilt  England*,  thefe  Forces  (he  is  to  tranfport  and 
fuftain  for  the  annual  Subfidy  of  five  hundred  thou¬ 
fand  Pounds,  without  any  farther  Confideration  for 
Death  of  Men  and  Horfes,  or  lofs  of  military  Stores, 
and  no  return  of  them  is  to  take  Place  during  four 
Years,  if  the  Ruffian’s  Dominions  fhould  be  hoftilely 
invaded. 

Notwithstanding  thefe  Conditions  of  this 
Treaty  are  fo  favourable  in  Price  and  Frugality,  no 
Requifition  of  Ruffians  has  been  made  in  behalf  of 
G — t  B — — n ,  but  eight  thoufand  Heffans  are  brought 
into  England ,  the  Expence  of  which  will  amount 

this  Year,  as  the  M - s  confefs,  including  levy 

Money,  Subfidy  to  the  Landgrave ,  Death  of  Men 
and  Horfes,  tranfporting  hither  and  back  again,  and 
Pay,  to  a  Million  Sterling. 

Thus  this  military  Aid  in  Heffians ,  cofling  double 
the  Money  that  feven  Times  that  Affiftance  would 
have  done  in  Ruffians ,  is  fourteen  Times  as  expen- 
five  ;  a  plain  Proof  how  different  the  Bargains  are 
which  are  made  between  this  Nation  and  the  Germans , 
and  this  Nation  and  Ruffians ;  and  how  much  Oeco¬ 
nomy  in  the  public  Money,  and  the  Defence  of  this 

Ifland,  enter  into  the  Tranfa&ions  of  the  M — - r 

with  German  Princes. 

One  Article  of  Frugality  in  the  public  Money  muft 
not  be  omitted.  Amongft  the  Troops  landed  in 

E - - d ,  there  are  about  nine  hundred  Horfes,  which, 

one  with  another,  are  not  worth  more  than  four 

Pounds 
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Pounds  a-piece  ;  notwithftanding  which,  each  of  thefe 
Horfes  has  already  coft  about  twelve  Pounds  levy 
Money,  and  nine  Pounds  in  being  tranfported  hither; 
after  this,  twelve  Pounds  more  is  to  be  paid  for  each 
Horfe  which  dies  in  the  Ifland  ;  thus  every  dead  Hef- 
fian  Horfe  will  coft  this  Nation  thirty-three  Pounds, 
eight  times  the  real  Value,  and  becomes  to  the  Land¬ 
grave  worth  three  times  more  dead  than  alive.  Is  it 
not  then  the  Intereft  of  the  Landgrave ,  and  the  Duty 
of  the  commanding  Officer,  to  take  fpecial  Care  that 
none  of  thefe  Cattle  ever  revifit  their  native  Land. 
However,  if  any  of  them  fhould  furvive,  nine  Pounds 
more  are  to  be  paid  for  the  Re-tranfportation  of  each ; 
thus  the  Hire  of  every  Heffian  Horfe,  worth  four 
Pounds,  will  then  be  only  thirty  Pounds  Expence  to 
you  ;  not  quite  eight  times  his  Value. 

From  this  Article  may  it  not  bejuftly  inferred, 

that  our  M - s  are  as  unlkilled  in  Beafts  as  Men, 

and  that  this  Kingdom  is  the  beft  Market  for  German 
Carrion  in  all  Europe. 

Another  Advantage  attending  the  Ruffian  Treaty, 
not  to  be  found  in  the  Hcjffian ,  befides  Number  and 
Cheapnefs,  is,  that  the  Ruffians  are  by  Agreement  ob¬ 
liged  to  remain  here  to  your  Affiftance,  though  the 
Emprefs,  their  Miftrefs,  fhould  be  attacked. 

Now  fuppofe  the  Emprefs-Queen  of  Hungary ,  fup- 
ported  by  this  Alliance  with  France,  fhould  invade  Si- 
lefia  \  no  improbable  Event,  if  the  Articles  faid  to  be 
in  the  Treaty  between  thofe  two  Powers  are  true  ;  and 
at  the  fame  Time  the  French  fhould  attack  the  Domi¬ 
nions  of  H - r  or  Hcjfe ,  will  not  this  Ifland  be  then 

inftantly  divefted  of  all  foreign  Affiftance  from  Hejffians , 
as  thefe  Troops  muft  inftantly  return  to  the  Defence 
of  their  Prince  :  Thus,  as  v/ell  in  Ufe  as  Oeconomy, 

the  m - -1  Choice  of  Hejjians ,  who  cannot  tarry  to 

your  Aid,  in  preference  to  Ruffians ,  who  are  engaged 
too,  is  moft  egregioufly  confpicuous  and  difadvantage-*- 
ous  to  this  Kingdom. 
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This  Miftake,  or  fomething  more  criminal,  in 
preferring  the  Aid  of  eight  thoufand  HeJJians  to  fifty- 
five  thoufand  Ruffians,  and  wafting  a  Million  of  Mo¬ 
ney  for  the  feventh  Part  of  the  Afliftance,  which  may 
be  rendered  ufelefs  alfo,  one  would  have  imagined 

might  have  been  fufficient  to  give  the  M - s  an 

Intimation  of  their  Error  in  the  Application  of  the 
Treaties.  Nothing  appears  to  be  lefs  true,  it  being 
conceived  that  the  Kingdom  was  not  yet  fufficiently 
protected  from  French  Invafion  :  It  was  agreed  to 

requeft  the  El - r  of  H— — - — r,  your  dear  Ally, 

that  he  would  be  gracioufly  difpofed  to  fave  this 

Nation,  by  aflifting  the  K - g  of  G - /  B - n 

with  eight  thoufand  of  his  Troops. 

Here  again  the  Ruffian  Treaty  was  totally  ne- 
gledted ;  it  was  judged  more  eligible  to  apply  for 

— —ns,  at  a  frefli  Expence,  than  to  make  a  Re- 
quifition  of  the  Ruffian  Troops.  In  Confequence 

of  this  Opinion,  the  P- - 1  requefted,  and  the 

Kingdom  was  favoured  with  eight  thoufand  H - n 

Forces,  which  are  fince  arrived.  Does  not  this  Pro¬ 
ceeding  afford  a  frefh  Inftance  of  m - 1  Profufion  ; 

for  tho’  the  Sum  granted  on  this  Account,  is  vaftly 
fhort  of  what  the  M - s  confefs  will  be  the  Ex¬ 

pence  of  the  Heffians ,  without  the  Gift  of  Prophecy 
one  may  venture  to  predict,  that,  at  the  Conclu- 
fion,  when  the  Application  of  the  Million,  granted 
by  Vote  of  Credit,  comes  to  be  fpecified,  this  Ex¬ 
pence  will  be  equal  to  that  of  the  Heffians ;  becaufe 
I  am  convinced,  the  great  Wifdom  and  Knowledge 

of  the  E - r  of  H~ - r ,  in  concluding  all  fub- 

fidiary  Treaties,  is  in  no  Senfe  inferior  to  that  of  the 
Landgrave  of  Heffe-CaffieL  According  to  this  way 
of  reafoning,  eight  thoufand  Heffians  and  eight  thou¬ 
fand  H - ns  may  coft  two  Millions  of  Money  : 

four  Times  the  Sum  of  almoft  four  Times  the 
Number  of  Ruffians.  Add  to  this  the  Probabi¬ 
lity  of  the  H - ns  being  lefs  liable  to  tarry  to 

your 
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your  Affiftance  than  the  Heffians :  As  //•——*•  will 
more  likely  be  attacked  than  HeJJe ,  it  may  not  impro¬ 
bably  happen,  that  thefe  two  Millions  will  be  ufelefly 
wafted  in  Subfidies  and  other  Expences  on  foreign 
Troops,  which  cannot  be  of  Service  in  protecting 

G — l  B - ■«,  whilft  thofe  that  might  be  are  entirely 

neglected  and  unrequefted. 

It  was  expeCted  indeed,  by  every  fenfible  and  hon- 
eft  Englijbman,  that  as  the  Ruffians  were  now  vifibly 

hired  for  the  Defence  of  H - r  only,  that  the 

H — —ns  were  to  come  hither  in  lieu  of  thofe  Ruffians ; 
and  that,  as  G — t  B — — n  now  paid  fifty-five  thou- 
fand  Mufcovite  Forces  to  defend  the  Ele— — e,  that 

the  eight  thoufand  H - ns  were  to  be  at  the  fame 

Expence  by  way  of  Exchange  to  protect  E - d. 

T h  is  Suggeftion,  however  reafonable  it  may  feem,' 
proves  by  no  means  true  in  the  Event ;  for,  not  only 
the  H — — ns  as  well  as  Ruffians  are  paid  by  G—~t 

B - n,  but  there  is  too  much  Caufo  to  fufpeCt,  that, 

yet  another  Bargain  is  concluded  for  eight  thoufand 

Holfteiners  (fince  even  the  M - r  had  not  the  Har- 

dinefs  to  contradict  that  Aflertion,  when  he  was  called 

upon)  to  be  paid  for  with  B—Jh  money,  that  H - -r 

may  lofe  no  Defence  by  the  abfonce  of  thofo  Troops 
which  are  arrived  to  the  Afliftance  of  E — — d ;  what 
a  ftupendous  Inftance  is  this,  again,  of  m — •— 1  Pro- 
fufion,  in  Favour  of  German  States  and  negleCt  of 

E - -Jh  !  Five  hundred  thoufand  Pounds  annual  Sub- 

fidy  to  Ruffia,  added  to  a  Million  for  H — — ns  tack’d 
to  half  that  Sum,  fuppofe  for  Holfteiners ,  make  two 
Millions  of  Money  for  the  feeble  Succour  of  eight 

thoufand  H - ns,  to  be  paid  by  E - d,  which 

Troops  after  all,  it  is  probable,  may  not  tarry  four 
Months  for  the  Protection  of  this  Ifland. 

Thus  the  preferring  Heffians  to  Ruffians  at  four¬ 
teen  Times  the  Expence,  is  here  again  doubled,  and 

the  eight  thoufand  H - ns  are  chofen  at  the  Propor- 
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tion  of  twenty  eight  Times  the  Coll  which  was 
agreed  to  be  given  for  the  Ruffians. 

In  this  Manner  the  Servants  of  the  Public,  the 
Guardians  of  your  Liberties  and  Properties,  the 

M - rs,  have  made  three  Conventions  in  the  Place 

of  one,  neither  of  which  by  this  happy  Contrivance 
will  probably  be  of  the  leaft  Importance  or  Security  to 
this  Ifland,  unlefs  rendering  you  poor  and  defpicable, 
and  dooming  your  Hands  to  triple  Labour,  for  raifing 
Money  to  pay  thefe  foreign  Mercenaries,  be  a  public 
Benefit  to  this  K - m. 

Mistaken,  abfurd,  and  profufe  as  this  Requifition 

of  H- - ns  and  Heffians,  in  preference  to  Ruffians , 

may  appear  to  be,  it  is  not  yet  by  ten  thoufand  De¬ 
grees,  equally  pernicious  in  its  EffeCls  with  that  Refo- 
lution,  which  has  been  taken  againft  permitting  you. 

Natives  of  E - dy  to  protect  yourfelves,  your  King ? 

and  Country.  ~  .  ~’ 

BythisACt,  the  M- - rs  have  fubjeCied  you,  ei¬ 

ther  to  the  Invafion  of  your  Enemies,  or  the  arbitra¬ 
ry  Will  of  mercenary  Troops,  invited  hither  under 
the  Notion  of  protecting  you. 

The  Militia  Bill,  that  neceflary  Law  devifed  for  en- 
trufting  Arms  to  your  Hands,  had  for  it’s  Objects  the 
moft  laudable  Motives  ;  Defence  for  yourfelves,  your 
S - n,  and  your  Country. 

The  Security  of  thefe,  was  to  have  been  effectuat¬ 
ed  by  a  Militia,  confifting  of  Sixty-two  Thoufand  Six 
Hundred  and  Eighty  Men,  levied,  cloathed,  and  paid 
by  the  trifling  Sum  of  One  Plundred  Seventy-five 
Thoufand,.  One  Hundred  Ninety-feven  Pounds,  and 
which,  the  fucceeding  Year,  would  not  have  amounted 
to  two  thirds  of  that  Money  ;  eight  times  the  Defence 
of  the  H — — n  Forces,  and  yet  not  one  tenth  Part 
of  the  Expence :  including  alfo  in  it’s  Favour,  what 
no  Sums  of  Money  can  purchafe,  the  Love  of  their 
King  and  Country,  animated  by  the  Defence  of  their 
Wives,  Children,  and  Properties, 
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This  Meafure,  fo  neceflary  in  itfelf,  which  would 
have  rendered  you  at  the  fame  Time  free  from  the 
Fears  of  hoftile  Invafion,  and  the  Conqueft  of  mer¬ 
cenary  and  pretended  Friends  :  This  Meafure,  reput¬ 
able  for  the  Subject,  parfimonious  of  publick  Money, 

honourable  to  theM - r,  glorious  to  the  K — g,  fa- 

lutary  to  the  Conftitution,  and  beneficial  to  the  Coun¬ 
try,  was  rejected  for  Inattention,  Profufion,  Difgrace, 
Difhonour,  Infecurity,  and  Ruin  ;  Freemen  gave  way 
to  Slaves,  Britons  to  Foreigners,  Liberty  to  Thral¬ 
dom  :  Is  there  then  the  Bofom  of  one  Englijkman , 
which  (till  remains  unwounded  with  the  Idea  of  this 
ignominious  Treatment  ?  accufed  as  you  are  of  Cowar¬ 
dice  or  Difloyalty  ;  Cowardice,  if  your  Loyalty  is  un- 
fufpedted ;  Difloyalty,  if  you  are  yet  efteemed  a  brave 

Nation;  Difloyalty  to  fuch  a  S - n,  as  till  this  Reign 

has  never  filled  the  Throne  of  E - d.  For  what  other 

Reafons  can  Arms  be  with-held  from  your  Hands  ? 

Si  nce  then  your  Hands  are  denied  the  ufe  of  Arms, 
ftretch  them  empty  a:s  they  are  to  Heaven,  though 
impotent  with  Men,  they  may  yet  be  prevalent  before 
the  Almighty ;  ye  are  not  yet  denied  the  Privilege  of 
Prayer,  implore  him  to  have  that  Mercy  on  the  B — Jh 

Subjects  which  the  M - rs  have  refufed,  that  fince 

by  Mifcondudt,  want  of  Unfterftanding,  or  Iniquity, 
they  have  driven  every  powerful  State  in  Europe  from 
your  Alliance,  and  by  Profufion  and  denial  of  Arms 
rendered  you  incapable  of  fighting  for  your  Prince, 
that  Heaven  of  it’s  all  gracious  Favour  will  be  pleafed 
to  preferve  and  protedt  him,  yet  to  reign  over  ye  a 
Free  and  happy  People  ;  by  this  Means  alone  it  feems 
poflible,  that  ye  can  be  extricated  from  the  number- 
lefs  Perils  which  furround  you. 

Having  now,  in  fome  Degree,  placed  the  Con¬ 
duct  of  the  M- - rs  in  it’s  juft  Light,  as  it  refpedls 

their  Behaviour  in  providing  for  America ,  H - r  and 

G — t  B — — ft,  by  Land  Armies  and  Treaties;  let 
me  turn  your  Eyes  on  the  Adminiftration  of  naval  Af¬ 
fairs, 
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fairs,  and  candidly  examine,  whether  Symptoms  of  a 
more  extenfive  Capacity  and  greater  Prudence  have 

appeared  in  conducing  this  Part  of  the  m - 1  Pro- 

vince,  than  in  the  former. 

In  January  Seventeen  Hundred  and  Fifty-five,  the 
Prefs  for  manning  the  B — -fh  Fleet  began  with  great 
Violence;  fcarceany  Age  or  Quality  preferved  the  brave 
Seamen  from  this  Violation  of  B—fh  Liberty;  every 
Dock-Yard  refounded  with  innumerable  Strokes  of 
Axes,  caulking  Hammers,  fcreaking  Tackles,  and 
Cries  of  Workmen;  Pitch,  Tar,  and  Uproar,  filled 
the  Towns  of  Chatham ,  Portfmouthy  and  Plymouth ; 

Dilpatch,  panegyrick,  and  my  L - ,  were  united 

in  the  Mouths  of  Men  !  No  Time  could  furnifh 

an  Inftance  of  fuch  Capacity  in  the  Head  of  the  Ad - 

as  the  prefent,  and  even  the  Diligence  of  Mr. - 

at  Plymouth  Dock,  who  had  moft  amazingly,  by 
Means  of  thirty  Coopers,  made  a  Hundred  Tons  of 
Calk  in  twenty-four  Hours,  to  fupply  Admiral  Bof- 
cawen's  Fleet,  was  attributed  to  the  great  Sagacity  and 
Forefight  of  this  great  M - r  in  naval  Affairs. 

And  indeed  it  muff  be  acknowledged,  that  the 
Merit  of  this  Expedition  in  Calk-making,  of  the  A- 
gent-Vid ualler  at  Plymouth  Dock,  was  as  much  due  to 

this  great  naval  M - r  (of  which  he  knew  nothing 

kill  it  was  compleated)  as  any  other  Part  of  marine 
Preparation. 

The  Officers  who  prefide  in  the  King’s  Yards, 
have  indeed  a  juft  Claim  to  the  Praife  of  this  King¬ 
dom  for  their  Diligence  in  equipping  Ships  of  War  ;  to 
them  and  to  the  great  Quantity  of  naval  Stores  long 
laid  in,  it  was  owing  that  Ships  were  fo  fpeedily  pre¬ 
pared  for  the  Sea  ;  for  which  Reafon,  my  facrilegious 
Hand  fhall  never  rob  the  Cottage  of  the  deferving 
Man  in  Low-Life,  to  decorate  the  Palace  of  the  un- 
deferving,  to  whom  Chance  has  given  Riches  and 
Titles;  or  eredt  a  Trophy  to  a  L — d  from  Spoils 
which  common  Men  have  won. 
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A  Parrot  which  could  have  pronounced  by  Au¬ 
thority,  Equip  ten  Ships  at  Chatham ,  ten  at  Portf- 
mouth ,  and  ten  at  Plymouth ,  would  as  effectually  and 
as  fpeedily  have  produced  a  Fleet  ready  for  the  Seas 

as  the  Voice  of  the  Firft  L — d  of  the  Ad- - y,  and 

deferved  as  great  an  Encomium  for  the  TranfaCtion. 

The  Completion  of  the  Bufinefs  was  effected 
where  he  was  not  prefent,  without  one  new  In¬ 
vention,  uncommon  Exertion,  or  peculiar  Atten¬ 
tion  of  the  Underftanding ;  and  which  after  the  Or¬ 
der  had  efcaped  his  Lips,  whether  he  had  been 
afleep  or  awake,  dreaming  or  pretending  to  think,  in 
his  eafy  Chair  or  on  Horfeback,  would  have  been  e- 
qually  compleated  in  the  fame  Time. 

Let  us  now  examine,  whether  the  Man  who  has 
in  this  Manner  been  extolled  to  the  Skies,  as  the  beft 

adapted  for  naval  Ad - n,  by  the  Merits  of  Boat- 

fwains,  Gunners,  Shipwrights,  and  Dock-Officers,  and 
what  he  did  not  perform,  has  proved  himfelf,  in  the 
Execution  of  thefe  Duties  which  belong  to  him  in 
chief,  equal  to  the  Port  in  which  he  has  prefided  ;  and 
deferving  that  Applaufe,  which  in  the  beginning  was 
fo  liberally  bellowed  upon  him.  To  accomplifh  this, 
permit  me  to  enquire  in  what  Manner,  and  to  what 

Purpofe,  the  Fleets  of  E - d  have  been  difpofed  and 

deftined,  fince  the  firll  naval  Preparations  in  January 
Seventeen  Hundred  and  Fifty-five. 

The  firft  Inftance  in  which  the  great  Knowledge 

of  this  Prefident  in  maritime  Ad - n  was  exhibited 

to  the  Publick,  was  in  that  Expedition  in  which  Mr. 
Bofcawen  was  ordered  to  intercept  the  French  Fleet, 
defigned  to  carry  and  convoy  Stores  to  the  Affiftance 
of  Canada:  The  whole  of  this  remarkable  Exhibition 
of  Knowledge  in  marine  Affairs,  has  been  already  ex¬ 
plained  in  a  firft  Letter  to  the  People  of  E  — d ;  in 
which  it  has  been  proved,  that  the  Number  of  the 

Enemy’s  Ships  was  unknown  to  our  A - or  not  at^ 

tended  to  ^  that  our  Fleet  was  inefficient  to  the  Un¬ 
dertaking, 
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dertaking,  if  the  Deftination  of  it  had  been,  as  it 
ought,  before  Brcjl ;  becaufe  Macnamara  s  Squadron 
was  fuperior  to  the  Englifh  at  his  leaving  that  Port : 
For  the  fame  Reafon  had  he  continued  his  Voyage  to 
America ,  Mr.  Bofcawen  and  Mr.  Holbourne ,  by  the 
Yveaknefs  and  Divilion  of  their  Fleets,  would  pro¬ 
bably  have  fallen  a  Prey  to  that  of  the  French ;  and 
even  as  it  did  happen,  though  the  Fleet  of  France  was 
rendered  inferior  to  that  of  Mr.  Bofcawen  by  Mr. 
Macnamara  s  return  to  Brefl ,  all  Power  of  reaping 
any  confiderable  Advantage  from  it  was  defeated,  by 
the  EngUJh  Fleet  being  deftined  to  cruize  on  the  Banks 
of  Newfoundland ,  in  thofe  Months  when  that  Station 
is  covered  with  one  general  Fog  and  Darknefs. 

The  French  Fleet  being  arrived  in  the  River  St, 
Lawrence ,  without  any  Injury  which  could  defeat  the 
Purport  of  their  Undertaking,  the  fame  Genius  which 
had  fo  manifeftly  erred  in  the  Difpofition  of  every  Ar¬ 
ticle  in  Mr.  Bofcawen  s  Voyage,  was  now  determined 
to  make  ample  Atonement  to  his  Country  for  this  De¬ 
ficiency  of  Judgment,  and  by  diftributing  the  E — -fh 
Fleet  in  fuch  a  Manner,  that  not  a  French  Ship  of  War 
fhould  efcape  it  in  her  Return  to  France ,  demonftrate 
that  he  was  yet  equal  to  the  fupreme  Conduct  of  the 
E — -fh  Navy. 

Mr.  Bofcawen  being  ordered  home,  Mr.  Holbourne 
was  commanded  to  cruize  between  Cape  Breton  and 
the  South  Weftern  Parts  of  Newfoundland ,  to  inter¬ 
cept  the  French  Fleet  returning  from  the  River  St . 
Lawrence ,  which  Service  he  punctually  performed. 
Now  it  was  that  the  m— — 1  Advocates  were  extreamly 
clamorous  in  their  Panegyricks  on  the  Deftination  of 
this  Fleet,  and  him  who  had  ordered  it;  notwithftand- 
ing  which,  it  feems  impoflible  to  omit  obferving  the 
Parallellarity  of  Judgment  in  this  Affair,  between  our 

Firft* - of  the  A - and  a  Juftice  of  Peace  in  the 

Weftern  Parts  of  England . 
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It  feerhs  fome  time  laft  Summer,  a  Thief  wild 
had  robbed,  and  been  apprehended  (a  defperate  Fel¬ 
low)  had  efcaped  from  before  the  Juftice,  and  flying 
to  another  Houfe  had  bolted  the  Door,  and  fecured 
himfelf  in  one  Room  of  it.  The  Conftable,  who  had 
followed  to  this  Retreat,  knowing  the  Rafhnefs  of  the 
Man,  and  the  Nature  of  his  Situation,  conceived  no 
fmall  Apprehenfions  of  Danger  in  attacking  him  in 
that  Place  ;  he  therefore  with  great  Prudence  acquaint¬ 
ed  his  Worfhip  with  the  Circumftances  of  the  Affair; 
the  Juftice,  after  mature  Deliberation,  wifely  confidered 
it  was  impoflible  that  the  Thief,  was  he  ever  fo  brave, 
through  Want  of  Provifion  and  other  Neceffiiries, 
could  long  remain  in  that  Poft  :  He  therefore  ordered 
the  Siege  to  be  turned  into  a  Blockade,  and  bade  the 
Conftable  and  his  Afliftants  to  arrive  before  the  Door  ; 
Watch  the  Door,  Tom,  fays  his  Worfhip  to  the  Con¬ 
ftable,  through  that  Door  he  muft  come,  therefore 
mind  the  Door*  and  he  cannot  poflibly  efcape  us. 

This  being  refolved  on,  nothing  could  be  more  a - 
lert  than  the  Conftable,  and  no  Men  in  higher  Spirits 
than  his  Gang ;  the  Commander,  as  foon  as  it  was 
dark,  placed  a  Lanthorn  and  Candle  at  the  Door  to 
fee  all  that  might  pafs  from  or  to  the  Houfe,  and  during 
the  whole  Night,  moft  manfully,  with  his  Affociates, 
flood  on  his  Arms,  ready  prepared  with  his  Staff  in 
his  Hand,  happily  to  demolifh  the  Thief  the  Moment 
he  (hould  pretend  to  fally  and  efcape  him.* 

This  Duty  being  performed  through  the  Length  of 
two  whole  Days  and  two  whole  Nights,  the  Juftice  in 
momentary  Expectation  of  hearing  that  the  Thief 
was  taken,  and  the  Conftable  haranguing  the  Mol*, 
which  attended  on  the  Thief’s  Perfeverance ;  at  the 
fame  time  wondering,  that  he  had  not  been  obliged  to 
furrender  through  Drought  and  Hunger  5  when  an  old 
Acquaintance  of  the  befieged  arrived  with  Intelligence, 
that  he  had  met  the  Thief  the  firft  Morning  after  his 
Confinement,  at  the  break  of  Day,  twenty  Miles  from 
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that  very  Houfe,  in  which  the  Juftice  had  to  that  Mo¬ 
ment  imagined  he  was  clofely  fliut  up.  In  fad,  the  fa- 
gacious  Head  of  the  Juftice  had  never  conceived,  that, 
notwithftanding  a  Door  may  be  bolted  ever  fo  ftrong^ 
and  watched  ever  fo  diligently,  that  a  Man  might  get 
out  at  the  Window,  as  it  really  happened  in  this  very 

In  like  Manner,  whilft  Mr.  H - ne,  according  to 

the  Orders  of  his  Superior,  was  cruizing  at  the  Door 
between  Newfoundland  and  Cape  Breton ,  and  the  ma¬ 
rine  M—r  believed  Dubois  de  la  Motbe  ftill  confined 
and  ftarving  in  the  River  St.  Lawrence ,  that  fly  French¬ 
man  flipt  through  the  Window,  between  the  northern 
Parts  of  Newfoundland  and  the  Continent,  by  the 
Streights  of  Bellijle ,  unfufpeited  by  the  penetratin0. 

Spirit  of  our  firft  D - r  in  marine  Affairs  ;  fo  that 

he  heard  de  la  Mothe  and  his  Squadron  were  fafely 
arrived  at  Brejl,  before  he  knew  he  had  quitted  the 
River  St.  Lawrence. 

Thus  then,  in  the  Conduit  of  this  naval  Tranf- 
aition,  there  are  to  be  found  five  very  confpicuous 
Inftances  of  moft  confummate  Ignorance  ;  firft,  the 
Ignorance  of  the  Number  of  the  Enemy’s  Ships  ^ 
fecondly,  the  Infufficiency  of  the  Englifb  Fleet ;  thirdly," 
their  not  being  ordered  to  cruize  before  Breft  ;  fourth¬ 
ly,  their  being  ordered  to  cruize  where  they  could  not 
fee  their  Enemy  ;  and  fifthly,  to  cruize  between  New¬ 
foundland  and  Cape  Breton ,  to  intercept  a  Fleet  which 
did  not  pafs  that  way. 

This  Juftice,  however,  mull  be  done  the  marine 
M - to  his  Honour ;  the  firft  Ignorance  of  a  pro¬ 

per  Station  for  cruizing,  preferved  the  Engliflj  Fleet 
from  the  Danger  of  the  laft  Ignorance  of  the  Number 
of  the  Enemy’s  Fleet,  and  Infufficiency  of  our  own. 

Notwithstanding  this  uniform  Concatenation 
of  Errors,  there  are  thofe  who  attempt  to  juftify  this 
Conduit,  by  faying  it  was  impoffible  for  Mr.  Hoi- 

bourne's 
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bourne's  Fleet  to  attempt  intercepting  Be  la  Motbe's 
in  both  Paffages,  becaufe  his  Squadron  was  not  fuffi- 
ciently  ftrong  to  fuffer  Divifion  for  that  Purpofe  ?  Why 
then  did  the  marine  M - r  expofe  himfelf  to  Ridi¬ 

cule,  in  attempting  to  do  that  which  he  ought  to  have 
known  mult  have  proved  ineffectual,  and  rifque  the 
Deftrudtion  of  his  Matter’s  Ships,  by  Rocks  and  Tem¬ 
pers  in  thofe  Seas,  where  they  could  meet  no  Adver¬ 
sary  and  do  no  Service ;  did  my  Lord  Winchelfea  ever 
conceive  fo  fruitlefs  an  Attempt,  or  commit  fo  egre¬ 
gious  a  Miftake.  \ 

Hence  then  it  may  be  gathered,  that  if  hereafter 
any  naval  Captain,  indulged  with  five  Ships,  at  the 
Expence  of  Five  Hundred  Thoufand  Pounds  of  the 
Nation’s  Money,  to  make  a  Fortune  for  himfelf,  fhall 
fail  round  the  Globe,  and  by  the  very  utmoft  Effort 
of  all  poffible  Chances,  like  throwing  twenty  Aces  on 
twenty  Dice  the  firft  Time,  take  a  Ship  worth  a  Mil¬ 
lion  of  Money  for  his  and  his  Company’s  Advantage ; 
that  though  he  does  not  furround  a  weaker  Man  than 
himfelf,  he  may  yet  prefide  and  direCt  the  whole  Na¬ 
vy  of  E - - d  to  the  Ruin  of  the  Kingdom. 

Such  Fatality ,  according  to  the  prefent  fafhionable 
Phrafe  of  Excufe,  having  attended  the  ConduCt  of 
this  naval  Expedition  in  every  particular  !  A  Fatality 
doomed  to  attend  infufficient  Judgments  nine  times  in 
ten,  fince  the  Creation  !  A  frefh  Inftance  offers  itfelf, 
of  reinftating  our  marine  M - r  in  the  popular  Opi¬ 

nion,  which  began  greatly  to  decline  in  his  Favour. 

It  feems  Monfieur  Du  Guay ,  a  French  Admiral, 
was  arrived  at  Cadiz ,  with  fix  Ships  of  the  Line  in  his 
way  to  Brejl  •,  this  Admiral,  and  this  Squadron,  the 
fame  naval  Genius,  who  had  fo  wifely  deftined  the 
former  Fleet  of  E - d,  was  determined  to  inter¬ 

cept. 

He  remembered  the  Errors  which  had  been  imput¬ 
ed  to  his  Charge  in  the  Deftination  of  Bofcawens  Fleet, 
Infufficiency  in  Force,  and  wrong  Appointment  in  the 
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Station  of  cruizing  ;  he  was  therefore  determined  to 
avoid  thefe  two  Miftakes,  at  leaft  at  this  Time  ;  ac¬ 
cordingly  on  the  eighteenth  of  July  Mr.  Hawke ,  with 
eighteen  fail  of  the  Line,  was  fent  to  intercept  the  fix 
French  Ships  under  the  Command  of  Du  Guay ,  and 
with  this  whole  Fleet,  fo  fuperior  to  the  Enemy,  to 
cruize  off  Cape  Finijlerre ,  ’till  the  French  Ships  fhould 
appear. 

This  Exploit  again  was  trumpeted  forth  by  m — 1 
Hirelings,  as  an  infuperable  Proof  of  great  marine 
Knowledge  in  the  Dire&or;  the  Station  was  happily 
chofen,  the  Number  of  the  Ships  fufficient,  and  the 
Game  fure ;  here  was  nothing  for  the  moft  malevo¬ 
lent  Difpofition  to  blame :  Envy  muft  now  be  dumb, 
or,  if  it  fpoke,  fpeak  in  the  Praife  of  this  Defign 
and  yet  a  Miftake  much  like  the  former  in  it’s  Con- 
fequences  prevailed  alfo  at  this  Time,  and  in  this 
Manner  it  muft  prevail,  when  Defigns  mifearry,  not 
from  Accidents,  for  which  Men  of  Senfe  may  be  par¬ 
doned  in  not  forefeeing,  but  from  radical  Infufficiency 
and  Underftanding. 

It  feems  that  the  fame  Head,  which  had  conceived 
that  there  was  but  one  way  of  failing  from  Canada  to 
Breft^  and  had  never  thought  of  the  Streights  of 
Bellijle ;  had  in  this  Place,  imagined  the  Sea  like 
Hownjlow  Heath,  where  a  Man  may  fit  on  Horfeback 
on  one  fide,  and  fee  what  pafles  on  the  other ;  and  that 
all  Ships  which  are  fleering  to  Bn 'ft  from  Cadiz ,  are 
obliged  to  turn  the  Corner  at  Cape  Finijlerre ,  like 
race  Horfes  at  a  Poft,  or  lofe  their  Voyage.  Proba¬ 
bly  this  great  naval  M - r  had  reafoned  much  in 

the  following  Manner;  all  Ships,  which  have  no 
Enemy  to  fear  or  avoid,  in  their  Courle  from  Cadiz 
to  Brejl ,  make  Cape  Finijlerre ;  wherefore,  every 
Ship  which  knows  there  is  an  Enemy  in  the  Way, 
and  has  Reafon  to  be  under  Apprehenfion  of  Danger, 
will  certainly  fail  the  fame  Way  ;  and  therefore  Mr. 
Hawke  (hall  be  deftined  to  cruize  off  Cape  Finijlerre 

to 
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to  intercept  them.  Admirable  Inftance  ofiSea  Lo*  j 

gick  !  without  reafoning  in  this  Manner,  is  t  poffible 
he  could  have  deftined  the  Fleet  as  he  did  ? 

Monsieur  Du  Guay ,  however,  it  feems  from  the 
fame  Principles  drew  Inferences  diametrically  op- 
pofite  ;  and  in  order  to  avoid  the  ufual  Courfe  which 
is  fleered  from  Cadiz  to  Breft ,  failed  diredtly  Weft 
from  Spain  into  the  Atlantick  Ocean  ;  when  being  at 
a  great  Diflance  from  theCoaft,  he  changed  his  Courfe, 

and  flood  diredtly  for  the  Land’s  End  of  E - d\  by 

this-  Precaution  of  failing  Weft  to  a  great  Diflance 
before  he  fleered  towards  the  Channel,  he  patted  on 
the  outfide  of  all  our  Fleet,  cruizing  at  Cape  Finifterre ; 
and  arriving  fafely  in  the  Channel,  fell  in  behind  it 
with  his  Squadron,  and  got  fafe  into  the  Flarbour  of 
Breft . 

Such  was  the  Event  of  this  fecond  Exhibition  of 
boafted  marine  Knowledge,  avoiding  the  Errors  of 
the  former  Conduct  generated  the  very  Mifcarriage  of 
this  ;  and  fo  it  will  for  ever  happen  to  Men,  who  fancy 
that  by  fhunning  the  Miftakes  of  pafled  Management 
they  fhall  fucceed  in  the  prefent ;  whoever  docs  not 
intuitively  diftinguifh  Right  from  Wrong  in  the  Con¬ 
duct  of  great  Affairs,  can  never  be  fuccefsful  by  judg¬ 
ing  from  Parallellarity ;  becaufe,  as  in  thefe  two  In- 
flances,  tho’  Ships,  Seas,  and  the  dire&ing  their  Sta¬ 
tions,  may  be  the  whole  Concern  in  each  •,  yet  the 
Similarity  in  thefe  Objects  creates  no  Reafon,  either 
to  avoid  Miftakes  or  purfue  the  Advantages  of  a  prior 
Deftination,  where  there  is  no  refemblance  of  Circum- 
flances  in  the  Undertaking  *,  and  no  two  can  be  Effi¬ 
ciently  fimilar,  or  Efficiently  unlike  to  juftify  a  parallel 
or  oppofite  Condudt,  in  any  Director  of  them. 

The  Duke  du  Dullard,  as  I  have  been  informed  by 
a  Gentleman  who  thoroughly  underftands  military 
Affairs,  made  the  fame  Difpofition  at  Blenheim ,  that 
the  great  Guftavus  Adolphus  had  done  at  the  famous 
Battle  which  he  won  againft  Valftein  ;  yet  the  French 
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General  was  defeated,  and  the  Englijh  triumphed. 
No  Circumftances  can  be  fufficiently  alike  to  juftify 
fimilar  Proceedings  in  Men  who  are  to  dired ;  Imita¬ 
tors  want  Force  of  Underftanding  to  penetrate,  pur- 
fue,  and  put  in  Aition  that  which  the  original  Con¬ 
trivers  had  conceived  in  various  ways  in  laying  down 
their  Plan.  They  are  Mimicks  of  what  was  done, 
without  comprehending  the  whole  Force  of  what 
might  have  been  done  :  Wherefore,  in  the  Progrefs 
of  an  Aftion  planned  in  Imitation  of  another,  when 
the  Circumftances  vary  from  the  former,  not  feeing 
the  Reafon  of  the  Defign,  they  are  unequal  to  the 
Applying  what  the  original  Contriver  would  eafily 
have  afforded ;  knowing  no  more  than  the  Hiftorian 
has  delivered,  they  follow  fervilely  like  Copyifts  and 
are  defeated.  Had  this  marine  M - r,  in  his  Deto¬ 

nations  of  thefe  naval  Expeditions,  judged  from  origi¬ 
nal  Lights  and  Principles,  he  muft  certainly  have  ima¬ 
gined,  that  Du  Guay  would  have  avoided  the  beaten 
Track  in  Times  of  Peace ;  he  would  therefore  have 
divided  Mr.  Hawke's  Squadron  into  two  equal  Parts, 
which  making  nine  in  each  Squadron,  would  have 
been  ftill  three  to  two,  a  proper  and  fuperior  Force 
wherewith  to  oppofe  Monfieur  Du  Gay,  thefe,  at¬ 
tended  with  fmaller  Ships  to  have  been  uled  as  Scouts, 
by  cruizing  off  Cape  Finifterre,  and  in  the  other  Sta¬ 
tion  through  which  the  French  Squadron  pafled,  there 
being  but  thefe  two  ways  of  fleering  their  Courfes, 
without  great  ill  Luck,  at  leaft  without  blame  to  the 
Planner  of  the  Cruize,  muft  have  intercepted  the 
French  Fleet  in  it’s  coming  to  Brejt,  and  brought 
their  Ships  into  Englijh  Harbours. 

This  however  not  being  done,  proves  that  the 
flying  from  Error  on  one  fide,  drives  weak  Minds  in¬ 
to  an  equal  Miftake  in  the  oppofite  Extreme,  as  young 
Spendthrifts  frequently  become  old  Mifers. 

Nor  is  it  in  Matters  of  great  Moment  only  this 
Infufficiency  of  Conduit  appears,  the  Sloop  which 
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carried  the  Field-Equipage  belonging  to  the  Officers 
of  Otways  Regiment  from  London  to  Plymouth ,  be- 
caufe  the  Tranfports  were  failed  before  fhe  arrived  at 

that  Port,  was  obliged  to  wait  for  Orders  to  follow 
them. 

The  Tranfports  which  the  M - r  had  cunningly 

fent  to  bring  the  Dutch  Troops  over,  before  he  knew 
they  would  come,  like  a  Booby  who  feeks  a  Midwife 
before  his  Wife  is  with  Child,  after  their  fiuitlefs  and 
expenfive  Stay  in  Holland ,  failed  for  the  HeJJians,  when 

it  was  firft  difcovered  that  no  Orders  from  the  Ad _ 

had  been  transmitted  tojuftify  the  taking  thefe  Troops 
on  Board.  This  Negledt  created  this  expenfive  De¬ 
lay,  ’till  a  Letter  could  come  from  and  return  to  that 

Part  of  Europe ;  nay,  even  the  H - ns ,  fo  very 

dear  to  this  Nation,  were  permitted  to  fail  hither 
without  Convoy,  fo  that  two  twenty  gun  Ships  of 

France ,  might  have  carried  them  all  into  Dunkirk  with 
great  Facility. 

The  Superintendency  of  our  Ifiands  in  America,  is 
not  one  iota  lefs  remarkably  provident ;  IVfonfieur  TY 
Auhigny  is  too  ftrong  for  our  Fleet  at  Antigua  and  the 
Leeward  Illands,  and  Monfieur  Perrier  de  Salvert  is  in 
the  fame  Situation  with  Refpedt  to  our  Fleet  at  Jamaica, 
notwithftanding  that  Admiral  Townjhend,  with  his 

whole  Fleet  of  one  Ship,  is  fafely  arrived  at  that 
Ifiand. 

In  like  IManner,  as  the  very  ultimate  of  all  found 
Judgment  had  been  difplayed  in  the  Diftribution  of 
the  Cannon,  Carriages,  Powder,  and  Ball,  feparately 
on  Board  the  Tranfports  for  America  ;  fo  another  Ex¬ 
hibition  of  equal  good  Senfe  appears  in  fending  out 
the  four  Commanders  to  the  Mediterranean  \  for  as 
by  the  Sagacity  of  dividing  the  Stores,  the  Chance 
or  defeating  the  Deiign  wasincreafod  as  four  to  one  ; 
io  by  confining  all  thefe  four  commanding  Officers 
to  one  Ship,  and  not  fending  them  feparately,  the 
Chance  is  increafed  in  the  fame  Proportion  that  the 

whole 
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whole  Defign  of  their  Voyage  may  be  fruftrated  alfb. 
War  has  been  already  declared  two  Months,  and  no 
Ship  is  yet  fent  to  give  Notice  of  it  in  the  Eajl - 

Indies . 

The  Judgments  of  our  M - rs,  like  Pendulums* 

being  eternally  vibrating  from  one  Extreme  to  another, 
palTing  through  yet  not  refting  in  the  Mean,  what 
Hopes  can  ye  entertain  of  reinflating  the  happy  Situa¬ 
tion  from  which  ye  are  fallen.  That  which  fhould 
have  been  blended  they  have  divided,  and  that  which 
fhould  have  been  leparated  they  have  united  ;  and 
through  the  whole  have  proved  themlelves  the  very 
Antipodes  to  common  Senfe ;  few  Men  have  been 
born  with  Talents  and  Abilities  vaflly  fuperior  to  the 
reft  of  Mankind,  yet  many  have  been  well  adapted  to 
the  Knowledge  and  Condudt  of  little  things,  who  have 
been  incapable  of  comprehending  the  Effedt  and 
Beauty  of  what  is  great  and  fublime,  like  the  Fly 
which  admired  the  polilh  of  a  Mirror,  and  condemn¬ 
ed  the  Architecture  of  St.  Paul's  ;  the  mereft  Fribble 
of  a  Virtuofo,  infenfible  to  the  great  Order  of  Nature, 
can  trace  with  Delight  and  Ikill  the  various  and  mi¬ 
nute  Shapes,  Shades,  and  Colours,  in  a  Shell  or  Flower, 
which  diftinguifh  one  from  another,  but  there  appears 

in  the  Ad - n  of  the  prefent  M - r  in  maritime 

Affairs,  an  equal  Incapacity  for  the  Condudt  of  great 
and  little  Matters  ;  the  fame  Head  which  has  fo  egre- 
gioufly  erred  in  the  Deftination  and  Appointment  of 
larger  Fleets,  has  in  like  manner  been  infufficient  to 
the  minuteft  Duty  of  his  Office  ;  one  Inllance  of  the 
former  more  confpicuoufly  flagrant  than  the  reft,  now 

comes  to  be  laid  before  you* 

Since  the  Beginning  of  laft  January ,  every  News- 
Paper  has  been  replete  with  the  great  military  Prepa¬ 
rations  which  were  making  at  Toulon ,  the  Number  of 
Ships  equipping  and  Soldiers  marching  towards  that 
Port,  Marfeilles,  and  Places  adjacent.  The  Objedt 

for  which  thefe  Forces  were  deftined  was  as  conftantly 

mentioned  * 
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mentioned  ;  this  Subject  was  the  common  converfa- 
tion  of  all  Ranks  of  Men,  from  the  Artifan  to  the 
Peer,  and  all  except  the  M — — rs  believed  that  Mi¬ 
norca  would  fpeedily  be  attacked. 

I  don’t  mention  Accounts  contained  in  News-Pa* 
pers,  as  authentick  Relations  which  may  warrant  the 

m - 1  Attention,  but  to  alk,  that  as  at  this  Time 

they  have  proved  literally  true,  by  what  Means  it 
could  come  to  pafs,  that  thofe  whofe  immediate  Duty 
it  is  to  be  informed  of  all  Tranfadtions  of  fuch  a  Na¬ 
ture  amongft  our  Enemies,  lhould  be  the  only  Perfons 
unacquainted  with  them,  or  why  they  alone  difbe- 
lieved  the  Intelligence,  which  gained  Credit  amongft 
all  Mankind  befides  ? 

If  the  Nature  of  this  military  Preparation  would 
have  permitted  a  Concealment  of  it,  much  might 

have  been  faid  in  Vindication  of  M - rs  who  gave 

no  Credit  to  the  Account  ;  but  fince  Thoufands  faw 
and  declared  it  to  all  the  Nations  upon  Earth,  Why 

were  the  M - rs  diffident  of,  or  unacquainted  with 

it :  An  Inftance  unexampled  in  any  Ad - n  but 

their  own  ;  the  Number  of  Macnamara' s  Fleet  had 
before  been  equally  unknown  or  disbelieved ;  this 
then  is  the  Second  Inftance  of  fatal  Ignorance,  defec¬ 
tive  Intelligence,  or  arrogant  Disbelief  of  the  Force 
of  our  Enemies. 

By  whatever  Arguments  the  M— — rs  might  be 
feduced  todifcredit  this  military  Preparation  at  Toulon , 
the  very  Probability  of  Minorca's  being  attacked,  and 
the  effential  Importance  which  it  is  of  to  the  B—Jb 
Commerce,  ought  to  have  created  a  Jealoufy  in  them, 
that  the  French  would  not  long  overlook  fo  important 
an  Object,  unattended  to  and  negledled,  as  it  was  by 
them :  Phefe  Considerations  alone,  without  giving 
Credit  to  what  was  tranfadting  at  Toulon,  made  it  their 
Duty  indifpenfably  to  have  placed  Minorca  in  Security 
from  all  French  Invafton. 

Q  Besides 
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Besides  thefe  Reafons,  there  was  yet  another 
Motive  to  the  (lengthening  that  Ifland  from  Hodili- 
ties,  and  to  the  believing  it  threatened  with  an  Inva- 
fion,  the  repeated  Requefts  for  Succours  from  the 
brave  Commander  of  the  Cadle  of  St.  Philip.  This 

Gallant  Man,  after  reiterated  Letters  to  the  M - rs, 

at  length  wrote  to  this  Purpofe  to  his  neared  Relation ; 

“  I  have  often  requeded  Succours  from  the  M - r, 

“  I  have  been  as  often  promiled  to  receive  them,  and 
“  as  condantly  difappointed  in  the  Promiie  ;  this 
“  then,  will,  I  imagine,  terminate  in  my  falling  a 
“  Sacrifice  to  their  Neglect ;  however,  tho’  it  (hould 
**  (horten  my  Days  a  Year  or  two,  it  will  the  (ooner 
“  put  you  in  Pofleffion  of  what  I  (hall  leave  you, 
“  and  in  which  I  wifh  you  happy.” 

Notwithstanding  the  Confequence  of  that 
Ifiand  to  this  Kingdom,  what  had  been  publifhed  by 
the  Publick,  written  by  the  Governor,  and  believed 
by  all  Mankind,  no  Attention  was  paid  to  the  Pro¬ 
tection  of  it :  No  Land  Forces  fent,  though  the  Num¬ 
ber  within  the  Fortrefs  was  known  to  be  unequal  to 
the  Duty  and  Defence  of  it  againd  a  Siege;  and 
whereas  in  the  Year  Seventeen  Hundred  and  Forty- 
four  Admiral  Mathews,  with  a  Fleet  of  Forty-eight 
Sail,  nine  of  which  were  three  decked  Ships,  was  em¬ 
ployed  in  the  Mediterranean ;  now  Commodore  Edge¬ 
combe  with  three  Ships  and  two  Frigates  only,  was 
thought  a  fufficient  Protection  for  the  Mediterranean 
Trade,  and  Ifiand  of  Minorca. 

Whatever  were  the  Reafons  no  Attention  was 
paid  to  this  important  Polfeffion.  Whild  all  Europe 
beheld  this  NegleCt  with  Amazement,  and  every  true 
Englijb  Heart  trembled  for  the  Wound  which  he  faw 

mud  be  inflicted  on  his  Country.  Our  M - rs  were 

honourably  engaged  in  laying  Wagers  there  was  no 
Fleet  nor  Sailors  to  man  a  Fleet  at  Toulon  \  that  if 
there  (hould  be  any  it  was  not  defigned  againd  Mahon ; 
and  treating  with  Derifion  the  Apprehenfions  of  all 

wh® 
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who  forefaw  the  Event,  and  whofe  Love  for  their 
Country  would  not  permit  them  to  be  at  Eafe  ;  whilft 
the  Honour  of  the  Crown  and  the  Intereft  of  the 
Kingdom  were  open  to  Infult  and  Diminution  by 
this  finifler  Negledi,  and  the  French  attacking 
Minorca. 

During  this  Time,  our  Royal  Navy,  full  manned 
and  prepared  for  the  Seas,  was  riding  triumphantly 

at  Spitbeady  and  the  Head  of  the  Ad - y  paid  as 

an  Ad - 1,  abfent  on  Leave,  at  the  Rate  of  a  thou- 

fand  a  Year,  as  if  all  that  had  been  done  in  Honours 
and  Profits,  had  been  hitherto  inadequate  to  his  Me¬ 
rit  :  Glorious  Pidture  of  Wifdom  in  your  M - rs, 

illuftrious  Anecdote  of  their  prudent  Ad - n,  for 

their  Sons  to  read  hereafter  and  curfe  their  Sires  ;  but 
happily,  Providence,  in  Commiferation  to  this  People, 
has  denied  that  Bleffing  to  the  mod  confpicuous  of 
them,  kindly  refufing  to  their  Wifhes  that  Progeny, 
which,  treading  in  their  Fathers  Footfteps,  mud  ftill 
be  baneful  to  this  Ifle.  ‘r» 

At  length,  after  four  months  pafled  in  m - d 

Inattention,  and  in  Wonder  by  gazing  Multitudes, 
Mr.  Byng  fet  fail  on  the  fifth  of  April  from  Spithead, 
with  ten  Ships  of  the  Line  for  the  Mediterranean. 

Dur  ing  thefe  Months  of  Inattention  and  Neg¬ 
ledt,  La  Galaffonierey  with  twelve  Ships  of  the  Line 
and  five  Frigates,  with  Tranfports  fufficient  to  carry 
fifteen  Thoufand  Men,  Ammunition,  and  Artillery, 
for  a  Siege,  commanded  by  the  Due  de  Richelieu , 
were  gotten  ready  and  failed  from  Foirion ;  and  on  the 
Eighteenth  of  April  landed  in  the  Ifland  of  Minorca , 
eight  Days  after  our  Fleet  weighed  Anchor  from 
Spitheady  and  almoft  fix  Weeks  before  they  arrived 
near  Mahon.  The  Confirmation  of  the  French  De- 
feent  on  Minorcay  was  the  firft  Intelligence  which  de- 
monftrated  the  Truth  of  what  all  Men  believed  except 

the  M - rs,  and  of  what  they  had  negledted  in  not 

fending  Succours  to  Mahon . 

G  ^  Pernicious 
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erNicious  ?is  this  Delay  of  fending  Succours 
now  appeared  to  every  Eye,  it  was  not  yet  irremedi¬ 
able;  though  the  Troops  were  debarked,  the  Citadel 
was  not  yet  taken,  and  the  avowed  Bravery  of  the 
Commander  juftified  the  Belief,  that  no  fhameful  Sur- 
render  of  the  Fortrefs  would  (lain  the  laft  Moments  of 
vr  ^1^e’  Notwithftanding  which,  it  was  confidently 
aiierted  by  the  M — - — *rs  and  their  hireling  Spouters, 
t  at  La  Galajjoniere  s  Fleet  confiiled  only  of  eight 

ups  of  the  Line,  and  that  Mr.  Byri?  would  blow 
them  out  of  the  Water. 

.  Here  was  an  Opportunity  to  be  envied  of  retriev- 

Lxt6  RePutation  which  had  been  forfeited  by 
t  ie  rft  Negledl,  in  not  fending  a  fufficient  Force  to 
oppofe  the  Enemy’s  Defcent  on  Minorca. 

Ien  of  Genius,  though  hitherto  deluded  or  mi- 
uaken,  would  have  improved  this  Overfight  into  an 
Advantage,  and  by  reinforcing  the  Squadron  under 
,r-  with  a  Number  of  Ships  equal  to  that 

with  which  he  let  Sail,  would  have  defeated  the  French' 
Fleet  and  ftarved  their  T.  roops  in  Flinorca .*  By  pre¬ 
venting  military  Stores,  they  would  have  laved  St, 
Philip's,  and  by  preventing  the  Arrival  of  Provifion, 

have  obliged  the  whole  Army  to  have  furrendered 
Prifoners  of  War. 

How  capable  then  was  the  firft  Negledt  of  bein<* 
converted  to  the  Glory  of  the  King  and  Kingdom^ 
but  alas  !  They  knew  not  the  Strength  of  that  very 
Citadel,  which  was  to  be  befieged  ;  and  the  Moment 
they  received  the  Intelligence  of  the  French  being 
landed,  defponding,  they  concluded  it  was  taken ; 
otherwife  the  firft  Inattention  might  have  been  meta- 
morphofed  from  Incapacity  to  Wifdom,  from  Dis¬ 
grace  to  Honour,  from  Lois  to  Advantage,  from 
Cenfure  to  Applaufe.  All  the  States  of  Europe  would 
have  believed  the  firft  Behaviour,  as  defigned  to  ob¬ 
tain  the  fecond  Advantage  ;  and  converting  an  egre¬ 
gious  Imbecility  into  a  refined  Stratagem  conceived 


highly  of  that  Policy,  which  is  now  univerfally  de- 

fpifed  and  exploded.  But,  alas!  the  fame  Saturnine  ! 

Planet  rules  our  M - rs  alike  arbitrarily,  at  all  Hours 

and  on  all  occafions  ;  their  Genius  tending  eternally 
to  the  Center,  like  a  Stone  thrown  into  a  Cavern  tells 
you  by  every  Stroke,  that  it  finks  nearer  to  the  Abyfs 
of  Waters,  in  which  it  flounces  at  laft  and  is  no  more 
heard  of. 

The  Error  which  had  been  committed  in  not  fend¬ 
ing  Succours  at  firft,  improved  by  fending  an  infuffi- 
cient  Force  under  Mr.  Byng,  was  (till  continued  by 
negleding  to  fend  a  Reinforcement,  which  would 
probably  havejoined  him  before  he  reached  Gibraltar  ; 
at  leaf!:  a  Ship  might  have  carried  Intelligence  to  Co¬ 
runna  ;  and  as  the  Winds  were  adverfe  for  the  Squa¬ 
dron,  a  Courier  would  have  reached  Gibraltar  before 
the  Fleet,  and  detained  it  till  he  wasjoined  by  a  fur¬ 
ther  Force. 

Notwithstanding  this,  Mr.  Byng  was  differed 
to  proceed  with  ten  Ships  of  the  Line,  and  the  Chance 
of  meeting  Mr.  Edgecumbe ,  thirteen  in  all  againft 
twelve  French  Sail  of  equal  Force  to  relieve  Minorca  -r 
whilft  Mr.  O (borne,  with  fifteen  fail  of  the  Line  re¬ 
mained  at  Spithead ,  and  ten  in  the  Harbour  of  Portf- 
vnouth.  f 

At  length,  after  long  Delays  from  adverfe  Winds, 

Mr.  B—g  arrives  on  the  twentieth  of  May  within 
Sight  of  Minorca  and  the  Enemy’s  Fleet  ;  imagine 
then,  what  muft  be  the  Joy  which  fired  the  Heart 
of  the  old  Gallant  Blakeney  at  the  Sight  of  the  B — fh 
Fleet  ;  warmed  with  all  the  Spirit  of  a  true  Subject, 
he  now  cherifhed  the  fond  Hopes  of  obtaining  Glory 
to  himfelf,  Honour  to  his  Maher,  and  Intereft  to  his 
Country  ;  by  this  Succour  which  he  faw,  in  defeating  : 

the  Enemy’s  Fleet,  and  rendering  all  the  French 
Schemes  abortive  ;  inch,  probably,  was  the  pleafing 
Entertainment  of  his  Mind,  when  the  B—Jh  Flag  ap¬ 
peared  in  Sight. 

But, 
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But,  alas!  Mr.  B — gy  after  having  attacked  the 
French  Squadron,  with  not  a  Man  killed  or  wounded 
on  board  his  own  and  many  other  Ships ;  with  but 
Forty-eight  killed,  and  One  Hundred  Sixty-eight 
wounded  in  the  whole  Squadron,  retires  unattempting 
to  relieve  the  Garrifon  of  Mahon,  becaufe  the  Intre¬ 
pid  had  her  Fore-Top-Mafl:  (hot  away,  and  leaves  the 
brave  General  and  his  Companions  cooped  within  the 

Garrifon  of  St.  Philip's ,  quite  deftitute  of  all  Hopes 
of  Relief. 

Judge  then,  what  was  the  Horror  of  this  brave 
Man  s  Mind,  when  he  firft  knew  the  Behaviour  of  our 
Fleet,  and  faw  all  his  Expeditions  of  Relief  and  Ho¬ 
nour  reduced  to  Air ;  deferted  in  this  Manner  by  the 
B  Jh  Navy,  he  was  yet  fuftained  by  himfelf  \  his 
Heart  felt  the  Behaviour  of  Mr.  B — g  with  more  An¬ 
guish  than  the  Neceflity  of  being  obliged  to  capitu¬ 
late  ;  he  defended  the  Citadel  to  the  lafl,  and  then 
gave  it  up  reludlantly  to  your  Enemies :  If  ye  have 
yet  the  Faculties  of  human  Nature,  weep  over  the  le- 
vere  Fate  of  that  brave  Man,  and  the  Sacrifice  of  your 
pegle&ed  Fellow-Countrymen  !  Pay  that  Tribute  to 
the  Remembrance  of  their  Bravery,  though  ye  are 
denied  Arms  to  revenge  their  Lofs.  Then  call  to 
Mind  by  whofe  Conduct  they  have  perifhed. 

Resolve  me  then,  thofe  who  daily  fuck  the  vital 
Blood  of  E — dy  and  vociferate  in  Defence  of  m — 1 
Condudl ;  whence  did  it  fpring,  that  the  Number  of 
the  Enemy’s  Fleet,  which  in  the  Beginning  was  known 

to  all,  was  ftill  unknown  to  the  M - s  ?  Why  a  fu- 

perior  Force  was  not  fent  to  deftroy  them  ?  And  why, 
when  French  Forces  were  landed  at  Minorca,  and  the 
Number  of  the  Squadron  acknowledged  to  be  twelve, 
that  a  Reinforcement  was  not  immediately  fent  after 
Mr.  Byngy  yet  to  fruftrate  the  French  Attempts,  de¬ 
ftroy  the  Fleet,  and  ftarve  or  take  Prifoners  Marfhal 
Richelieu  and  his  whole  Army  ?  Tell  me,  ye  who  are 
hrred  or  ftiare  in  the  Ipoiling  your  Country  for  fuch 

Purpofes  ? 
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Purpofes  ?  Tell  me, - or  is  this  Behaviour  fo 

heinous,  that  even  ye  are  dumb,  and  alhamed  to  vin¬ 
dicate  your  m- - 1  Mailers  ? 

How  then  are  thofe  oppofite  Manners  of  m - 1 

Proceeding  with  Relpedt  to  Germany  and  Minorca ,  re- 

cdncileable  with  the  Interefl  of  G — t  B - n,  and 

the  Duty  of  a  B — (h  M - r  ?  Why  was  H - r 

fortified  and  fecured  by  Treaties,  with  Ruffians ,  R ruf¬ 
fians,  lie ffia ns,  and  Holfleiners ,  purchafed  by  Profufion 
of  E — [h  Treafure  ?  H — r,  which  has  already  prov¬ 
ed  fo  fatal  in  exhaulting  the  Riches  of  E - d-,  and 

Minorca,  though  not  the  Source  of  your  Wealth, 
the  Protedlion  of  it  when  drawn  from  other  Founr> 
tains,  totally  difregarded  ?  What  Reafon  can  be  af- 
figned  for  this  inverted  Behaviour,  but  that  having 
lavifhed  Millions  in  Confequence  of  thofe  Treaties, 
and  the  Safeguard  of  German  Dominions,  there  re-i 
mained  not  Supplies  fufficient  to  protect  Minorca  ? 
This,  though  the  moll  profligate,  would  have  been 
fome  Excufe ;  but  thefe  Men  are  yet  more  unnatural 
and  abandoned  ;  they  have  fattened  a  fpurious  Race 
with  your  Heritage,  and  llarved  their  legitimate  OfF- 
fpring ;  whilll  (from  Authority  it  is  pronounced) 

your  annual  p - y  Supplies  were  vigorous  and  ef- 

fedlual. 


Have  they  then  thus  difrefpedlfully  treated  you, 
that  the  Sources  of  your  Wealth  from  Commerce,  be¬ 
ing  diminifhed  by  the  Lofs  of  Mahon,  your  declining 
State  may  fooner  introduce  Poverty,  with  Dejeflion 
her  Companion,  and  adapt  your  Souls  to  the  wearing 
with  Tranquillity,  thofe  Chains  which  the  m— 1  Poll- 
polite  is  forging  for  you  ?  Or,  that  your  Protedlion  be¬ 
ing  deftroyed  againft  the  Barbary  Corfairs,  your  ho- 
nell  Sailors  may  fall  a  Prey  to  that  remorfelefs  Crew, 
and  learning  there,  teach  at  their  Return,  that  being 
yet  one  Degree  above  the  Slaves  of  Barbary r  ye  have 
not  equal  Right  to  deplore  your  Fate,  and  thus  foothe 
ye  to  Contentment  ? 


Fatal 
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Fatal  as  this  may  prove  to  this  once  happy  Coun- 

try,  culpable  as  the  Ad - 1  may  appear  in  the  Eyes 

of  all  Europe ,  digraceful  as  it  is  to  the  B—flj  Arms, 
and  difhonourable  to  the  Crown  of  thefe  Realms  :  Are 
not  thofe  who  delayed  the  Succours  at  firft,  thofe 
who  left  that  NegleCt  unremedied  by  fending  an  in- 
fufficient  Force,  and  even  providing  againft  that  fecond 
Error  by  a  Reinforcement  yet  infinitely  more  the  Ob¬ 
jects  of  your  Refentment  ?  Speaking  like  Men  not 
blinded  with  the  reigning  Maladies  of  Arrogance  and 
Self-fufficiency,  but  from  the  Experience  of  former 
Times,  what  Expectations  could  be  reafonably  enter¬ 
tained,  that  ten  E — fh  Ships  of  inferior  Force,  or  even 
when  joined  by  Mr.  Edgecumbe' s  Squadron,  that  e- 
qual  Powers  would  have  had  more  than  equal  Chance 
of  Victory  ;  or  that  the  Event  would  prove  lefs  fa¬ 
vourable  to  the  Enemy  than  the  Englijh ;  fuch  Ima¬ 
ginations  in  Favour  of  their  Countrymen  may  be 
laudable,  and  of  Service  in  the  common  Sailor  and 
common  Soldier,  but  in  the  Man  who  is  to  ap¬ 
point  Fleets  and  Commanders,  foolith,  culpable,  and 
deflruCtive. 

Let  it  be  imagined,  however,  that  the  B—Jh  Fleet 
with  this  Equality  of  Force  could  have  conquered  the 
French  ;  was  it  reafonable  to  believe  the  Victory  would 
have  been  fo  cheaply  purchafed,  and  our  Ships  fa 
little  damaged  by  the  Engagement,  as  to  keep  the 
Seas  and  relieve  Minorca  ?  As  it  probably  fliould  not, 
and  as  both  Fleets  were  equally  excluded  from  (the 
Harbour  of  Mahon ,  would  not  a  Conquefl  over  the 
French  Squadron  have  been  even  then  attended  with 
the  Lofs  of  the  Citadel  and  Ifland?  To  what  Realm 
could  the  E — (h  Fleet  have  fleered  to  find  Materials 
to  repair  the  Injuries  of  the  Battle  ?  Would  Spain 
have  fupplied  them  with  naval  Stores,  and  indulged 
them  to  refit  in  Carthagena  ?  No  Man  the  leall  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  prefent  Difpofitions  of  that  Court 
believes  they  would ;  probably  then,  confidering  the 

•prefent 
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prefent  State  of  Lijbon ,  Plymouth  is  the  firft  hoF 
pitable  Harbour  that  could  have  afforded  them  Af- 
fiftance. 

If  a  Vidory  then,  of  fuch  a  Nature  as  the  above, 
would  have  prevented  the  Fleet  of  E — d  from  keep¬ 
ing  the  Seas  and  fuccouring  Minorca ,  how  much  lefs 
likely  is  it,  that  effectual  Relief  would  have  been  the 
Confequence  of  a  drawn  Battle  or  a  Defeat  on  our 
Side  ?  Does  it  not  appear  then  too  evident,  that  no 
Succefs,  which  good  Senfe  has  a  Right  to  exped 
with  fuch  Parity  of  Force,  could  have  relieved  the 

Citadel  of  St.  Philip ,  or  juftified  the  M - rs  in 

fending  out  fo  fmall  a  Squadron  for  the  Defence  of 
fo  important  an  Objed  ? 

Whatever  then  may  prove  the  Event  of  this 
Engagement  to  the  Admiral,  let  not  the  Depravity  of 
his  Behaviour  feduce  your  Attention  from  thofe  who 
fent  him  fo  unequal  to  the  Undertaking.  If  after  a 
candid  and  deliberate  Examination,  it  fhall  appear  that 
he  has  been  egregioufly  remifs  in  his  Duty  to  his  King 
and  Country  at  the  Hour  of  Battle,  ccnfider  how 
much  more  thofe  are  delinquent,  who  delayed  the 
Expedition  and  fent  him  at  laft  with  infufficient 
Force.  There  are  Men,  when  fuperior  to  their  Ene¬ 
mies,  who  wear  the  Outfide  of  Gallantry  and  fucceed, 
who  perhaps  when  on  equal  Terms,  from  confeffing 
fome  inward  Senfations  of  Danger,  may  retire  and  mil- 
carry  ;  if  it  was  his  Duty  to  have  rifqued  every  Thing 
in  Prefervation  of  Mahon ,  was  it  lefs  obligatory  on 
them,  by  a  fuperior  Fleet,  to  have  prevented  all  pro¬ 
bable  Prefumption  of  Mifcarriage  ?  After  all,  if  Mr. 
B — g’ s  Spirit  proved  in  the  Experiment  inferior  to  that 
of  the  Enemy,  was  not  the  Armament  which  the 
M—  — r  gave  him  to  command,  inferior  to  that  oi 
the  French  alfo  ?  On  what  Account  was  the  B — fh 
Fleet  obliged  to  rifque  the  Lofs  of  Vidory  and  Mi¬ 
norca,  by  engaging  on  equal  Terms,  when  by  being 
double  that  Number,  it  might  have  preferved  the 

FI  '  Ifland, 
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Ifland,  and  triumphed  over  your  Adverfaries  ?  Whence 

does  it  arife  then,  that  if  the  marine  M - -r  is  by 

Nature  and  Capacity  adapted  to  the  Duty  of  his  high 
Office,  that  a  Man  fo  obvioufly  unequal  to  the  Talk 

was  fele&ed  to  command  the  Fleet  of  E - d9 

and  a  Fleet  fo  inferior  to  the  Duty  fent  to  protect 
Mahon  ? 

Whatever  Delinquency  may  then  be  imagined 
to  have  been  committed  on  this  Account,  are  not  the 
M  — rs  ftill  more  criminal?  The  braveft  Man  on 
Earth,  by  exerting  every  fuperior  Faculty  of  the 
human  Mind,  deftined  and  appointed  to  command  a 
Fleet  of  that  Force,  might  only  more  confpicuoufly 
have  manifefted  the  Infufficiency  of  the  m — 1  Provi- 
fion  and  Judgment,  in  the  conducting  this  Affair  ; 
and  proved,  that  though  ViClory  fhould  have  crowned 
his  Arms,  that  the  fhattered  Condition  of  his  Ships 
would  have  rendered  it  impoffible  to  preferve  Mahon  ; 
whereas  the  M - rs  had  it  in  their  Power,  by  aug¬ 

menting  the  Force  of  the  Fleet,  not  only  to  have  pre¬ 
vented  Difgrace,  but  to  have  commanded  Succefs, 
faVed  Minorca ,  defeated  their  Enemies,  and  crowned 
themfelves,  the  Ad — 1,  their  King  and  Country  with 
immortal  Honour. 

Yet  if  you  afk  why  more  Ships  were  notdifpatch- 
ed  to  the  Succour  of  Minorca  ?  they  anfwer,  no  more 
were  manned  ready  for  the  Seas  ;  was  it  then  through 
want  of  Power  or  pecuniary  Supplies  that  this  Defi¬ 
ciency  arofe  ?  Not  from  the  firft,  becaufe  that  they 
exert  in  a  more  defpotick  Manner  than  is  known  in 
the  mod  arbitrary  States  in  Europe ,  in  imprefling 
Seamen  ;  not  from  the  fecond,  becaufe  no  Oppofi- 

tion  in  P - 1  has  delayed  one  Moment  the  levying 

what  Money  the  M- — r  pleafed  :  If  to  this  they  lliall 
add,  that  the  Kingdom  cannot  furnifh  Sailors  to 
man  the  Fleet  with  more  Expedition,  and  that  a 
large  Number  of  Men  of  War  are  neceflary  for  Chan¬ 
nel  Service,  and  to  prevent  Invafions  on  this  Ifland,  and 

therefore 
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therefore  a  greater  Force  could  not  be  fent  to  the  Me¬ 
diterranean  ;  afle  how  it  was  done  the  lad  War  ?  And 

why,  in  the  P - 1  of  One  Thoufand  Seven  Hundred 

and  Fifty-five,  when  all  this  that  has  followed,  and 
much  more  was  apprehended,  a  Militia  Bill  was  ne- 
gledted  to  be  palled  ?  Phis  would  have  permitted  the 

M _ r  to  have  dedined  your  Fleet  to  ufeful  Enter- 

prizes,  and  cleared  Spithecid  from  flying  Pendants, 
and  the  ufelefs  Parade  of  a  large  Navy  without  Appli¬ 
cation  or  Advantage.  This  would  have  faved  you  Mil¬ 
lions  of  Money,  and  fecured  your  Shores  from  every 
hodile  Attack,  more  effedually  than  all  the  Ships  built 
fince  the  Ark,  or  Argo  which  fet  fail  with  Admiral 
Jafon  to  fetch  the  golden  Fleece  from  Colchos. 

If  then  the  Souls  of  our  M — — rs  are  in  Unifon 
with  their  Country’s  Good,  why  did  they  delay  and  re¬ 
ject  this  neceflary  Duty  to  their  King  and  their  Fellow- 
Subjedts  ? 

Let  then  the  Word  Militia  be  eternally  halloo’d  in 
their  Ears  ;  may  their  Imaginations  awake  and  deeping 
be  haunted  with  this  terrifying  Negledt ;  may  this  Idea 
be  ever  prefent  to  their  Minds,  the  Ghodof  that  Blet- 
fing  which  they  drangled,  ’till  alarmed  by  Dread  and 
Guilt  they  repent  and  arm  this  defencelefs  Land. 

To  what  Region  is  now  fled  all  that  Panegyrick, 
which  was  fo  loudly  founded  through  the  Kingdom,  of 

Difpatch,  Diligence,  and  Capacity,  in  the  m - e 

M — r  ?  Why  were  thofe  Ships  fo  expeditioufly  equipt, 
fo  ineffectually  dedined  and  applied  ?  What  Injury 
has  this  Hurry  and  Expence  brought  on  your  Ene¬ 
mies,  or  what  Advantage  to  this  Nation,  unlefs  the 
private  Gains  of  a  few  Thoufands,  and  the  infamous 
Appellation  of  Thieves  and  Pyrates  from  your  Ene¬ 
mies,  unanfwered  by  your  M — rs,  are  conceived  an 
adequate  Recompence  for  the  national  Expence  o(  Mil¬ 
lions,  and  the  Lofs  of  Chara&er  through  all  the 
Realms  of  Europe f 
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T&e  bafelefs  Fabrick  of  his  Temple  of  Fame  then 
is  vanifhed  ;  the  deferred  Proprietor  of  that  fhort  lived 
Glare  of  Reputation  is  now  funk  into  raylefs  Obfcurity, 
like  the  Blifs  of  fome  poor  Cottager,  who  from  his 
Dream  of  Millions  wakes  amidft  the  Pangs  of  Penury  ; 
happy  for  this  Ifle,  could  the  fatal  Effects  of  his  Male'* 
adminiftration  van i Hi  with  the  unmerited  Reputation  of 
the  Author. 

Egregiously  delinquent  as  the  M - rs  have 

proved  themfelves  in  this  Negleft  of  Minorca  ;  with 
what  accumulated  Guilt  ought  they  to  be  viewed,  when 
the  Recapitulation  ot  their  whole  Conduct  comes  to 
be  confidered  by  youf 

If  thofe  who  have  loft  Mahon ,  and  permitted  your 
gallant  Countrymen  in  hopelefs  Defence  to  fall  the 
guiltleis  Sacrifices  of  their  Neglect  ;  the  unavailing 
yet  auguft  Vi  ft  i  ms  of  their  own  and  Country’s  Ho¬ 
nour ;  Objefts  worthy  of  your  Admiration  and  Af- 

fliftion;  the  eternal  Stigma  of  an  unnatural  Ad - n, 

have  ruined  your  Trade  in  the  Mediterranean ,  fub- 
jefted  your  Sailors  to  the  Captures  and  Slavery  of 
Barbary  Pyrates,  by  this  one  Mifconduft  ;  what  will  be 
the  whole  Event  of  the  Aggregate  of  their  Imbecility, 
when  by  wrong  Choice  of  Commanders  in  America , 
and  Inattention  to  that  valuable  Part  of  B—fh  Poftef- 
fions  many  Provinces  are  left  open  to  hoftile  Inroad. 
May  not  the  French ,  who  have  been  fome  Time  fend¬ 
ing  Troops  to  the  Mijfiffippi,  this  Summer  become 
Mafters  of  Georgia  and  Carolina ,  fo  defencelefs  and 
open  ;  or  perhaps  fome  Province  more  lucrative  and 
better  adapted  to  the  Neceflities  of  France . 

What  have  you  to  expeft  from  your  boafted  na¬ 
val  Bulwark,  if  the  fame  Men  continue  to  direft  it, 
who  have  already  lavifhed  in  inefteftual  Deftination  and 
infufficient  Force  fo  many  Millions  ?  Have  the  French 
Expeditions  been  rendered  abortive  in  one  Inftance  ? 
H  ave  the  Captures  of  their  Ships  of  War  exceeded 
three,  equal  to  our  Lofs  only  ? 


In 
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In  like  Manner,  behold  what  have  been  the  fatal 
Confequences  of  their  Tranfadlions  in  Europe  ;  Trea¬ 
ties  ruinous  to  E - d,  partial  to  H - r,  an  d  yet 

deftruttive  to  the  Welfare  of  that  State  ;  Defer  tion  ol 
old  Allies  and  more  potent  Friendlhips,  for  Con¬ 
nexions  with  weaker  and  more  needy  Powers  ;  Profu- 
iion  of  public  Money  to  hireling  Mercenaries,  na¬ 
tional  Degradation  and  Contempt  in  foreign  Eyes,  Im¬ 
putation  of  Difloyalty  or  Cowardice  on  yourfelves, 
whilft  you  are  denied  the  Ufe  of  Arms  to  defend  your- 
felves,  your  Wives,  and  Daughters  from  open  Ene¬ 
mies,  ’and  the  facrilegious  Hands  of  venal  Foreigners, 
nurtured  by  your  own  Money,  brought  on  pretended 
Terms  of  Hofpitality,  if  they  fhould  dare  to  treat  you 
with  Infolence. 

In  the  mean  Time,  your  Fellow-Subjects  feduced 
into  the  Army  by  Promifes  of  being  lifted  for  three 
Years,  and  to  defend  their  Country  only,  are  kidnap¬ 
ped  and  forced  on  board  Ship  by  Compulfion,  treated 
and  tranfported  like  Slaves,  God  knows  where  ;  to  re¬ 
turn,-  God  knows  when  *. 

Is  it  not  poffible  then,  that  by  continuing  to  in- 
creafe  the  Number  of  infolent  Foreigners,  and  fend¬ 
ing  out  the  native  Troops,  that  at  length  a  Handing 
Army  of  the  former,  may  become  too  formidable  to 

be  oppofed  by  the  People  of  G — t-R' - »,  difarmed 

as 


*  Public  Advertiser. 

Extratt  of  a  Letter  from  Plymouth,  dated  May  21. 

Yefterday  Morning  Colonel  Campbell's  new-railed  Regiment  was 
/eviewed  in  the  Field,  and  ordered  to  appear  at  Four  o’Clock  in 
the  Afternoon  on  the  Dock,  without  Arms  ;  which  they  accord¬ 
ingly  did,  and  without  much  Difficulty,  marched  into  the  Dock- 
Yard,  followed  to  the  Gates  by  the  Garrifon,  with  their  Bayonets 
fixed  and  Mufkets  loaded,  to  keep  Guard  while  they  were  again  re¬ 
viewed  by  General  Hume ,  the  Colonel,  and  Admiral  Moftyn  ; 
after  which  the  Companies  were  divided,  and  a  Signal  Gun  being 
fired  from  the  Admiral’s  Ship,  for  all  the  Boats  to  attend,  they 
were  immediately  embarked  without  any  Difturbance,  except 
heavy  Complaints  at  their  being  fent  abroad  contrary  to  the  Terms 
of  the  Advertifement,  and  the  Promifes  made  th$in  at  the  Time 
of  their  inlifting. 
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as  ye  are  ?  Or  even  by  the  Military  thus  daily  decreaf- 
ing  by  Tran  Importation  to  diftant  Parts  of  the  World, 
if  at  length  they  fhould  refent  the  want  of  Confidence 

which  is  manifefted  by  thus  relying  on  H - ns  and 

H - ns,  in  Preference  to  that  loyal  Body  of  Men. 

Who  then  can  wonder,  if  from  one  continued  Se¬ 
ries  ot  Miftakes,  and  flagrant  Manifeftations  of  m— — 1 
Incapacity,  the  Swedes  fhould* fnatch  this  golden  Op¬ 
portunity  of  repofleHing  Bremen  and  Verden,  the  Auf- 
trians  Silefia,  the  Spaniards  Gibraltar ,  and  the  French, 
after  having  ffecured  Minorca  to  themfelves,  invade 
the  Kingdom  of  Ireland ;  and,  to  dole  the  whole, 
ranfack  this  very  Ifland  of  G-t-B—n. 

Ha\  e  not  the  Treaty  with  Prujfia ,  and  Defertion 
of  An (Irian  Intereft,  laid  a  probable  Foundation  for  the 
Swedes  and  Germans  to  accomplifh  the  two  former  ? 
W  ill  not  the  fuffering  Mahon  to  be  taken  and  yielding 
lip  that  Harbour  to  the  French,  encourage  the  Spa¬ 
niard,  to  attempt  the  third  ?  And  France  having  no 
farther  ObjeCt  for  her  Fleet  in  the  Mediterranean, 

unite  and  employ  all  her  Force  in  perpetrating  the 
fourth. 

W  ill  then  the  aCtual  Pofteflion  of  fome,  and  near¬ 
er  ProfpeCt  of  fubduing  all  thefe  Places,  permit  the 

m - 1  Gang  to  raife-'  the  Supplies  for  the  enfuing 

Year  ?  Will  thofe  who  have  affifted  the  M - y, 

through  the  lucrative  View  of  private  Interefl,  lend 
them  their  Money  when  the  Danger  of  lofing  all  ex¬ 
ceeds  the  Poflibility  of  the  Profit  ?  Then  will  it  not  too 
evidently  appear,  when  Bankruptcy,  Diftrefs,  and 
Anarchy  are  let  loofe,  that  the  unlimited  Profufion  of 

F - Jh  Gold  for  German  Intereft,  has  at  length 

brought  that  Inundation  of  Evils,  fo  long  predicted, 
pn  this  deplorable  Country. 

Who  then  are  Friends  and  who  your  Foes  ?  What 
are  thofe  Men  who  dare  to  impute  Difloyalty  to  Sub¬ 
jects,  whofe  Words  and  Actions  would  have  contri¬ 
buted  to  lave  this  linking  State,  if  their  Counfel  had 

been 
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been  followed  ?  Shall  the  tracing  a  Scotch  Renegado 
jefuit  through  all  his  doubling  Lies  and  Fallacies,  to 
prevent  future  Imposition  on  a  few,  by  the  Difcovery, 
be  (as  it  ought)  deemed  a  laudable  and  honell  Pur- 
fuit  *,  and  yet  the  unravelling  the  Mifchiefs  which 
M - rs  have  brought  on  a  whole  Nation,  and  at¬ 

tempting  to  refcue  it  from  their  impious  Hands,  be 
blafted  with  the  Appellation  of  a  Libel  ?  Be  not,  like 
individual  Atoms,  playing  in  the  Sun-Beams,  detached 
from  one  another,  whirl’d  to  and  fro,  as  the  Breath  of 

m - -1  Conduct  blows  amongft  ye  ;  let  the  general 

Good,  like  the  general  Attraction,  hold  ye  firm,  to 
what  ye  owe  yourfelves  and  Country  ;  otherwife,  to 

what  Purpofe  do  ye  curfe  the  Ad - 1,  that  forfook 

the  Caufe  of  his  King  and  Country,  and  praife  the 
Gallant  Blakeney  who  never  deferted  hisTruft  ?  Why 
do  ye  importunately  afk,  Will  the  Spaniards  join  the 
French  to  attack  Gibraltar?  Will  the  French  invade 
this  Kingdom  ?  Alas  !  neither  Imprecation  nor  Pane¬ 
gyric,  the  taking  or  Defence  of  Gibraltar ,  or  even 
the  coming  of  the  French ,  can  bring  a  greater  though 
a  more  hidden  Evil  on  your  Condition  ;  nothing  can 
long  relieve  or  fave  this  Nation,  if  the  fame  Rulers  in 
the  Cabinet  continue  to  prefide,  ye  need  no  foreign 
Enemy  to  make  ye  Slaves.  Can  ye  conceive  that  the 
fame  Men  who  have  brought  Ruin  on  your  Affairs, 
have  either  Inclination  or  Abilities  to  reinftate  them 
in  their  former  happy  Situation  ?  inquifitive  but  Senfe- 
lefs  of  your  Fate,  your  Souls  feem  to  have  loft  all 
thofe  virtuous  and  quick  Senfations,  which  have  hi¬ 
therto  been  the  infeparable  Companions  of  a  free 
State. 

To  what  Purpofe  then,  when  all  Remedies  muft 
come  too  late,  will  this  predicted  Ruin  be  believed  by 
you  ?  What  will  then  avail  that  Anguifh,  when  you 
curfe  your  Deftroyers  and  your  own  Inattention  ?  per¬ 
haps  accompanied  with  this  imbittering  Reflexion, 
that  thofe  whom  ye  aflifted  to  ruin  you,  have  bound 

your 
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your  Hands  in  Chains*  and  are  become  the  arbitrary 
Matters  of  the  Kingdom.  Unlefs  then  ye  fuddenly 
awake  from  this  Trance  into  which  ye  are  fallen,  your 
foreign  or  domeftic  Enemies,  will  prevent  ye,  and 
then  ye  mutt  fleep  the  Sleep  of  Death,  England  is  no 
more ! 

However  deftrudive  therefore  this  Adion  of  Mr. 
B — g  may  appear  on  Enquiry,  remember,  before  it  be 
too  late,  once  more  I  charge  you,  to  examine  whether 
the  original  Authors  of  that  Evil,  are  not  infinitely 
more  criminal  ?  If  it  fhall  be  found,  that  his  Condudt 
has  in  one  Inftance  entailed  Difgraceon  this  Kingdom, 

let  it  be  feen  whether  the  M - rs  have  not  by  num- 

berlefs  and  repeated  Ads,  almoft  overwhelmed  the 
Land  with  Infamy  ;  nay,  though  he  fhould  be  con¬ 
demned  for  Want  of  Courage,  will  it  not  be  juft  to 
enquire  whether,  if  thofe  Men  have  with  unwearied 
Diligence  depreciated  every  Virtue,  and  fapped  every 
honourable  Motive  of  the  human  Soul,  given  Power 
and  Honours  to  Riches  only,  and  negleded  all  De¬ 
grees  of  Merit ;  this  very  Imputation  of  Want  of 
Refolution,  may  not  equitably  be  afcribed  to  them 
alfo  ? 

Is  it  then  a  Wonder,  that  Men  in  all  Ranks,  cor¬ 
rupted  in  Head  and  Heart,  fhould  be  unequal  to  the 
Talks  which  Honour  only  can  infpire  and  Virtue  ac- 
complifh  ?  Remember  then,  if  Mr.  B—g  be  doomed 
to  Punifhment,  to  which  it  is  not  improbable  he  may, 
as  a  Scape-Goat  offered  to  your  Refentment  for  the 

Salvation  of  the  M - s,  that  this  can  avail  nothing 

in  your  Favour  ;  will  not  the  fame  Deficiency  of  Judg¬ 
ment  ftill  operate  in  the  Choice  of  Commanders  and 
Deftination  of  Expeditions,  whilft  the  Diredion  re¬ 
mains  in  the  fame  Hands?  What  Expedation  have 
ye  by  his  Removal,  that  your  national  Affairs  will 
wear  a  better  Face,  or  raife  the  fallen  Condition  of 
this  finking  Land. 


Will 
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Will  it  not  then  be  ftriflly  equitable,  that  the 
fame  Voice  which  calls  Mr.  B — g  to  a  candid  Exami- 
nation  of  his  Conduit,  fhould  fummon  alfo  thofe  who 
have  fo  long  and  fo  fatally  fuperintended  the  Direction 
of  national  Affairs  to  an  impartial  Enquiry,  that  ye  be 
afcertained  why  the  Territories  of  England  on  the 
Ohio  were  fhamefully  conceded  to  the  French  ;  to 
whom  and  to  what  Purpofes  your  Millions  have  been 
lavifhed,  whether  to  the  Ruin  or  Advantage  of  this 
Illand  ;  on  what  Account  Mahon  and  America  were 

neglefled,  and  H - r  preferred  to  all ;  and  from 

what  Caufe  it  happens,  that  fix  Millions  and  a  half  in 
the  laft  Year  of  Queen  Anne's  Reign,  could  fuffice  for 
the  Intereft  of  fifty  Millions  and  the  Support  of  a  vi¬ 
gorous  War  :  that  now  twelve  Millions,  when  the  an¬ 
nual  Expence  of  the  Debt  by  the  diminifhed  Intereft 
of  Money  exceeds  not  what  it  was  at  that  Time,  are 

not  equal  to  the  annual  Extravagance  of  the  M - rs, 

or  productive  of  one  Victory. 

In  her  Reign,  though  your  Treafures  were  exhauft- 
ed,  and  your  Fellow-Subjects  flaughtered  for  German 
Interefts,  ye  fuftained  the  flattering  Character  of  a 
brave  and  honeft  People  amongft  the  Nations,  and 
were  by  the  fuperb  Victories  which  your  General,  ob¬ 
tained,  honoured  and  revered ;  but  under  the  Direc¬ 
tion  of  thefe  inaufpicious  M - rs,  ye  live  without 

Renown,  and  die  without  Victory,  ftigmatized  with 
the  infamous  Brand  of  Thieves  and  Pyrates,  by  that 
Nation  which  then  dared  not  to  look  ye  in  the  Face  : 
Shameful  Alternative ! 

Notwithstanding  this,  if  before  a  juft  Tribu¬ 
nal  the  Tranfactions  of  the  M - rs  fhall  be  found 

both  honourable  and  upright,  and  the  approaching 
Fate  of  B — —  n  owing  to  thofe  irrefiftable  Caufes,  by 
which  all  Nations  perifh,  and  to  which  they  are  not 
accefiary  *  they  will  then  like  Souls  palled  through 
Purgatory  to  Paradife,  rife  from  Calumny  to  Appro¬ 
bation,  from  Hatred  to  Efteem,  from  Pain  to  Plea- 
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lore ;  what  then  can  be  more  acceptable  to  Men  of 
Integrity,  than  fuch  an  Enquiry  ?  But  if  through  the 
Evidence  of  Truth,  they  (hall  (land  convided  of 
Male-adminiltration,  let  no  Malevolence  prefume  to 
draw  Comparifons  between  the  Conduit  of  paffed 

M - rs  who  have  fuffered,  and  the  prefent  who 

have  not,  or  attempt  increafing  the  Heinoufnefs  of 
their  Actions,  by  truly  dating  thofe  of  the  Sufferers: 
For  the  fake  of  thefe  who  are  yet  alive,  I  wifh  you 
never  to  recal  the  Decapitation  of  Lord  Strafford ,  or 
compare  his  and  their  Conduit ;  Revenge  is  crimi¬ 
nal,  it  is  unworthy  a  Briton ;  if  the  Love  of  your 
Country  muft  make  ye  feel  the  Paffions  to  which  hu¬ 
man  Nature  is  fubjeded,  remember,  though  ye  are 
Men  that  ye  are  Chriftians  alfo ;  and,  notwithftand- 
ing  the  Ruin  of  this  Land  is  well  nigh  compleated, 

implore  your  S - n  to  afford  thofe  Enemies  to  his 

Realm  that  Mercy  which  they  have  ever  denied  his 
innocent  People  ;  and  when  he  fhall  gracioufly  pre- 
ferve  them  from  condign  Punifhment,  that  he  will 
tnercifully  call  an  Eye  of  Pity  alfo  on  Millions  of  his 
faithful  Subjects,  and  fave  them  from  Perdition,  by 
at  once  removing  from  his  Prefence,  the  Spoilers  of 
the  Dignity  of  his  Crown,  and  Liberties  of  his  Sub- 
jedsi  keep  then  your  Eyes  and  Attention  fteadily  on 
your  Prince,  from  him  exped  Relief,  there  remains 
yet  one  Method  by  which  ye  may  all  be  faved. 


THE 
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THE 

MONITOR, 

O  R 

Britifh  Freeholder. 

number  lil 


Cry  aloud ,  J pare  not ,  lift  up  thy  voice  like  a  trumpet ,  and  flew 
my  people  their  tranfgreffion ,  and  the  houfe  of  Jacob  their 
j]m9  Isaiah,  chap,  lviii.  ver.  i. 

SATURDAY,  July  the  31ft,  1756. 


*To  the  M  O  N  I  T  O  Pv. 

S  I  R, 

IN  the  midft  of  the  general  mourning  of  thefe  king¬ 
doms  for  the  Ioffes  already  felt,  and  for  what  muff 
infallibly  follow,  unlefs  timely  prevented  by  an  altera¬ 
tion  of  meafures,  I  am  amazed  to  find  no  forrow,  no 
uneafinefs,  no  repinings,  no  fore-bodings,  no  yearn¬ 
ings  for  the  public  fafety,  amongft  thofe  who  recom¬ 
mend,  appoint,  and  direfl  the  Officers  and  operations, 
by  whofe  mifeondud  and  pufillanimity,  I  hope,  not 
treachery,  (Minorca,)  the  fecurity  of  our  Levant  trade, 
is  loft  to  our  rival  in  commerce  :  and  our  moll  valua¬ 
ble  poffeffions  in  America,  without  which  neither  our 
fleets  could  be  mann’d,  nor  our  manufadurers  can  be 
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employed,  have  feverely  groan’d  under  the  enemy’s 
fword  ;  and,  if  not  promifed  to  be  yielded  up,  are  in 
a  manner  abandoned,  and  almoft  ruined  by  the  dila¬ 
tory  meafures  of  thofe,  who  are  entrufted  with  the 
means  raifed  in  thefe  dominions  for  their  protection. 
And  I  even  dread  the  effects  of  that  indifference  with 
which  the  advices  of  our  late  misfortunes  have  been 
treated  by  fome  of  the  m - y. 

Where’s  their  judgment  and  wifdom,  if  they  were 
ignorant  of  the  ufefulnefs  and  neceffity  of  a  Britifh  fet- 
tlement  in  the  Mediterranean  to  protect  our  merchant¬ 
men,  to  annoy  our  enemies,  to  give  weight  to  our 
councils,  and  to  maintain  an  interdl  with  the  princes 
of  Italy  and  the  Ottoman  Empire  ?  or  where’s  their 
honefly,  if  Mahon  has  been  facrificed  to  any  private 
intereft,  or  in  confequence  of  a  private  article  of  fome 
treaty  not  yet  made  known  ? 

Had  the  m - y  been  ignorant  of  the  enemy’s 

intention,  fome  allowance  might  have  been  made  for 
deception  :  but  the  French,  contrary  to  their  accuf- 
tomed  fecrecy,  proclaimed  their  refblution  to  invade 
Minorca,  fome  months  before  any  provifion  was  pre¬ 
tended  to  be  made  to  refift  them.  Had  the  m - y 

been  cramp’d  for  money  for  fuch  a  fervice,  it  could 
not  have  been  expeCted  from  them :  but  the  parlia¬ 
ment  had  fupplied  the  Exchequer  with  a  fum,  that 
exceeded  the  greateft  in  any  one  year  when  England 
beat  the  enemy  out  of  the  feas,  took  Gibraltar  and 
Minorca,  and  threaten’d  to  carry  their  arms  to  the 
walls  of  Paris.  Had  the  parliament  plann’d  their  ope¬ 
rations,  or  interfered  in  the  ftationing  of  the  fleets, 
marching  their  forces  and  granting  commiflions  ;  who 

could  have  blamed  the  m - y  for  fending  fo  late, 

and  fuch  a  weak  fquadron  and  reinforcement  to  Ma¬ 
hon,  under  the  command  of  men,  who  had  never 
given  proofs  of  their  condudt  and  courage,  in  prefe¬ 
rence  to  officers  of  experience,  courage,  and  fidelity  ? 
who  could  have  blamed  them  for  keeping  forty 

thoufand 


[  6?  ] 

thoufand  Teamen  in  pay,  cooped  up  in  our  harbours  at 
home,  to  give  the  officers  an  opportunity  to  difplay 
their  effeminate  capacities  in  balls  and  mafquerades  ? 
or  for  confuming  the  treafure  of  the  nation  in  the  im¬ 
portation  of  foreign  forces  from  Heffe  and  Hanover  ; 
in  an  extraordinary  augmentation  of  our  national 
troops ;  in  the  extravagant  parade  of  encampments, 
and  trains  of  artillery  ?  or  in  the  new  method  of  fet¬ 
tling  exorbitant  penfions  on  their  fellow-labourers  in 
the  works,  which  make  a  national  and  fpeedy  enquiry, 
into  the  caufes  of  our  prefent  difgrace  and  mifery,  ab- 
folutely  neceffary,  to  prevent  a  total  annihilation  of  the 
Britifh  name  ? 

But  fhould  it  turn  out,  upon  the  moll  impartial 
examination  into  their  conduct,  that  the  great  officers 
of  (late  are  the  only  men  who  have  been  intruded  with 
all  our  money,  and  invefted  with  all  the  power  to  de¬ 
fend  our  King  and  his  Britifh  dominions,  where-ever 
fituate  ;  that  they  have  not  made  ufe  of  thofe  means 
put  into  their  hands  by  the  nation,  to  anfwer  the  ne- 
ceffary  purpofes  for  which  they  were  given  ;  but  have 
permitted  the  enemy  to  furpriz.e  our  territories,  our 
property,  and  our  ftrong  holds  for  want  of  relief,  or 
a  diffident  llrength  by  fea  or  land  *,  and  that  they  have 
trifled  away  both  their  time  and  our  money  when  they 
met  in  confultation  ; 

Not  for  the  fickly  patient’s  fake  ; 

Nor  what  to  give,  but  what  to  take. 

If  it  fhould  appear,  that  inflead  of  uniting  in  the 
firfl  principle  of  Britifh  government,  which  is  to  fe- 
cure  the  liberty  and  property  of  the  nation  ;  they  a- 
gree  only  to  keep  in  power  by  facrificing  every  thing 
to  their  ambition  and  avarice :  that  they  have  endea¬ 
voured  to  lay  a  reftraint  upon  the  King,  by  Towing 
jealoufies  and  mifreprefentations  in  the  royal  mind,  in 
order  to  deprive  him  of  the  council  of  his  moil  faith¬ 
ful 
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ful  nobles  and  gentry,  and  to  compel  him  to  acqui- 
efce  in,  and  authorize  the  mod  unconftitutional  mea- 
fures :  and  that  they  under  fictitious  reports  of  an  in- 
vafion,  have  not  only  abandoned  our  colonies  and  for- 
trefles  to  deftruCtion,  but  have  formed  a  defigned  to  ren¬ 
der  their  m - y  abfolute,  and  to  change  the  go¬ 

vernment  into  an  oligarchy  by  the  aid  of  a  powerful 
ftanding  army  of  natives,  Heflians,  and  Hanoverians  ; 
it  would  become  every  true  Briton  to  take  fuch  mea- 
fures,  as  the  conflitution  of  the  nation  might  enable 
him,  in  his  proper  ftation,  to  prevent  the  fatal  confe- 
quences  of  their  corruption  and  afpirings,  and  to  bring 
them  to  a  true  fenfe  of  their  crimes. 

Is  Minorca  torn  from  the  Britifh  crown  by  a 
nation  that  dares  not  meet  us  on  the  ocean,  and  in 
fight  of  a  Britifh  fquadron,  either  not  provided,  or 
not  inftruCted,  to  maintain  the  dominion  of  the  feas  : 
and  fhall  they,  to  whofe  management  this  fervice  pro¬ 
perly  belonged,  efcape  their  deferts  ?  we  have  laught 
off,  and  almoft  forgotten  the  dire  cataftrophe  of  the 
Beftimentos,  Mediterranean,  and  of  Carthagena  under 
Hofier,  Mathews,  and  Vernon  :  but  fhall  we  forget 
Mahon  as  foon  ;  if  we  do,  other  nations  will  not.  We 
fhall  ever  be,  what  we  now  are,  the  reproach  and 
contempt  of  every  nation  in  Europe,  unlefs  we  bring 
the  authors  and  perpetrators  of  this  treachery,  co¬ 
wardice,  or  pufillanimity,  to  juftice.  To  be  filent 
and  tamely  permit  the  Britifh  lion  to  be  chained  by  his 
keepers,  while  the  leopard  is  pulling  him  limb  from 
limb,  is  as  little  becoming  the  fons  of  liberty  and  ho¬ 
nour,  as  to  fubmit  to  arbitrary  power. 

If  we  caft  our  eyes  towards  America,  can  we  dif- 

cern  any  better  profpeCt  of  m - 1  conduCt  ?  was  not 

the  importance  of  thofe  valuable  colonies  made  the 
immediate  argument  to  engage  our  reprefentatives  to 
grant  eight  millions  of  money  this  laft  feflion,  to  pro¬ 
tect  them  and  fupport  our  rights  to  the  pofleflions  and 

trade 
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trade  of  North  America  ?  and  (hall  they,  who  were 
intruded  with  that  immenfe  fum  for  thofe  particular 
purpofes,  not  be  called  to  an  account  for  leaving  them 
expofed  to  the  enemy  ?  not  to  efpoufe  their  caufe  and 
revenge  their  fuFFerings  would  have  been  fuch  a  reflec¬ 
tion  upon  our  glory,  as  time  could  ne’er  efface  ;  and 
perhaps  the  negled  of  a  vigorous  and  timely  exertion 

of  the  power  committed  to  the  m - y  for  that  fer- 

vice,  may  be  fo  heavy  a  blow  upon  our  naval  and 
mercantile  intereft,  as  millions  may  not  be  able  to  repair. 

How  have  death  and  deftrudion  ;  unexampled  bar¬ 
barities  and  horrid  devaftations  ftagnated  Trade,  pene¬ 
trated  into  fome  of  our  fineft  plantations,  and  are  rea¬ 
dy  to  cut  them  off  from  the  intereft  of  their  mother 
country  ?  while  that  money  has  been  applied  to  hire 
an  army  of  Ruffians,  another  of  Helfians,  a  third  of 
Hanoverians,  and  another  of  Wolfenbutleans  :  to 
pay  a  large  fubfidy  to  keep  the  King  of  Pruffia  in 
temper,  for  fear  his  maritime  forces,  when  joined  to  the 
enemy’s,  fhould  prove  too  powerful  for  us;  and  to  pay 
a  ftanding  army  in  Britain :  to  maintain  an  inactive  fleet; 
and  fhamefully  to  increafe  the  number  of  penfioners  to 
the  ftate.  And  was  it  ever  known  that  a  nation,  thus  de¬ 
ceived  ;  thus  mifguided  and  brought  to  the  brink  of 
ruin ;  whofe  liberty  was  endangered  ;  whofe  debts 
were  more  than  fhe  was  able  to  pay  ;  whofe  monarch 
was  controuled  by  his  fervants,  and  whofe  fubjeds 
were  driven  before  the  fword  of  the  enemy  to  perifh. 
in  woods  or  deferts,  and  difmayed  at  the  horrid  fpec- 
tacle  of  their  children  flain  and  fcalped,  and  themfelves 
at  laft  expiring  in  the  flames  of  their  own  houfes ; 
could  remain  infenfible  of  its  grievances,  or  afraid  to 
complain  and  purfue  the  author  of  its  misfortune  ?  or 
can  Britons,  at  the  time  Prance  is  lighting  up  her  forges 
of  death,  and  colleding  together  fuch  a  quantity  of 
materials  and  engines,  as  if  (he  intended  to  make  an 
univerfal  facrifice  of  mankind,  remain  inadive  fpeda- 
tors,  and  improvident  ftewards  of  the  public  money  ? 

If 
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If  upon  examination  it  fhould  be  difcovered,  that 
there  are  any  at  the  helm  fo  loft  to  the  love  of  their 
country,  as  to  create  a  fufpicion  of  their  adting  in  con¬ 
cert  with  her  enemies ;  or  fo  eftranged  to  glory  as  to 
be  the  infamous  inftruments  of  executing  any  private 
meafures  and  ftipulations  to  the  difgrace  and  hurt  of 
the  nation,  cry  aloud  and  fpare  not ! 

Can  a  people  who  boaft  of  freedom,  and  their  right 
to  enquire  into  the  adtions  of  their  governors,  calm¬ 
ly  pals  over  and  fubmit  to  the  iniquitous  impofition  of 

a  m - y,  fhould  their  meafures  threaten  them  with 

ilavery  ?  or  fhall  they,  who,  defcended  from  a  race  of 
heroes  and  foldiers,  have,  in  defence  of  themfelves, 
and  of  their  friends,  fhed  their  blood  and  bore  away 
the  palm  of  victory  in  every  kingdom  of  the  known 
world,  and  made  the  moft  powerful  enemy  tremble 
at  that  arm,  which  liberty  had  ftrengthened,  be  afraid, 
to  appear  in  their  country’s  caufe,  or  be  fuppofed  un¬ 
able  to  bring  corruption  and  treachery,  however  dif- 
guifed  and  guarded  with  foreign  troops,  to  light  and 
punifhment  ?  and,  if  we  do  not  lay  hold  of  the  pre¬ 
sent  time  to  exert  that  liberty,  which  is  our  birth-right, 
let  not  pofterity  wonder  to  fee  this  monarchy  once 
more  ufurped  by  a  council  of  ftate,  and  the  freeborn 
fubjedts  reduced  to  the  ftate  of  Turkifh  or  Gallic 
Haves. 

It  is  not  a  mere  jealoufy,  but  the  evident  mif-rule 

of  our  M - -ry  which  alarms  the  nation.  It  is  not 

difaffedtion,  but  the  love  of  our  conftitution,  King, 
and  country,  that  prompts  us  to  appear  in  oppofition 
to  bad  meafures,  and  to  feek  after  thofe  bad  men, 
who  have  not  applied  our  money  nor  our  forces,  for 
the  glory  of  the  crown  and  protection  of  our  coun¬ 
tries  and  commerce.  And  the  method  of  feeking 
redrefs  under  thefe  circumftances,  and  to  convince 
his  majefty  of  your  loyalty  and  refolution  to  remove 
away  the  wicked  from  his  councils,  and  to  revenge 

the  indignities  and  Ioffes  he  has,  and  may  otherwife 

fuftain., 
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fuftain,  during  this  prorogation  of  parliament  (which 
perhaps  might  be  a  fcheme  of  the  delinquents  to 
prevent  our  immediate  petitioning  that  auguft  aflem- 
bly  againft  their  proceedings)  is  to  recommend  it 
earneftly  to  the  Grand-Juries  at  approaching  affizes 
in  every  part  of  the  nation,  to  conlider  the  impor¬ 
tance  of  enquiring  into  the  grievances  and  mifcar- 
riages  ivith  which  our  very  being  as  a  nation  is 
threatened.  Let  every  corporation,  borough,  and 
county,  lay  afide  all  party  animofity,  and  unite 
for  the  common  fafety  in  their  addrefles  to  the 
throne,  and  their  inftruttions  to  their  reptefentatives 
in  parliament,  to  inform  his  Majefty  of  their  impend¬ 
ing  danger,  brought  upon  thefe  dominions  by  thofe, 
who  have  run  us  into  a  debt,  whofe  interefl:  alone 
muft  keep  us  for  ever  loaded  with  taxes  grievous  to 
be  borne  :  who  have  by  their  pufillanimity  and  mif- 
conduft  expofed  us  to  the  molt  powerful  of  all  our 
enemies,  without  fecuring  a  fingle  Ally  of  any  con- 
feqtience  in  our  prefent  circumftances,  and  not  one 
without  hire :  who  have  expofed  Great  Britain  to  tha 
contempt  of  our  neighbours,  by  rejecting  a  bill  for 
a  general  militia  ;  which  would  have  at  once  releafed 
us  from  the  unneceflary  expence  and  hazardous  prac¬ 
tice  of  importing  foreign  troops,  and  deterred  our 
enemies  from  all  thoughts  of  braving  us  with  inva- 
fions :  who  have  tamely  given  up  Minorca ,  and  who 
flept  upon  their  arms,  while  the  French  are  tearing 
from  us  our  valuable  dominions  in  America.  A  union 
of  parties  is  the  ftrength  of  the  whole :  An  harmo¬ 
nious  fpirit  is  the  one  thing  needful,  and  will  fave 
both  the  throne  and  the  nation  from  difgrace  and 
flavery.  Divifion  is  weaknefs,  and  the  grand  ma¬ 
chine  by  which  all  tyrants  and  bad  minifters  have 
carried  their  arbitrary  projects  into  execution.  It  is 
high  time  to  awake  from  our  political  lethargy ; 
and  to  diftinguilh  our  fincere  friends  and  real  intereft  5 
to  revere  the  men  who  are  advocates  for  liberty, 

K  and 
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and  to  oppofe  licentioufnefs ;  who  would  reward 
heroes  and  punifh  every  gilded  flave  and  titled 
coward. 

These  are  the  words  of  Britons,  who  efpoufe  no 
party  but  that  of  their  country  ;  and  would  engage 
in  no  quarrel,  where  the  Britiflo  honour  and  interefl 
are  not  concerned.  q 


MAHON  is  gone,  and  with  it  gone  our  Trade  ! 

.  Next  farewel  Liberty ,  celeftial  Maid  ! 

But  whence  this  fudden  Gloom  ;  this  deep  Diftrefs  ? 
Whence  this  reverfe  of  Briton’s  Happinefs  ? 

Ah  !  that’s  the  Queftion  ;  and  ’twere  fome  Relief, 
Cou’d  we  but  reach  the  Authors  of  our  Grief. 

Wou’d  Lords  and  Commons  give  to  Juitice  Hand, 
The  bafe  Betrayers  of  this  finking  Land  : 

If  not  from  Naval  Chiefs  our  Mifery’s  come, 

We’ve  furely  Traitors  near  the  Helm  at  Home.  _ 


Anchor  and  Hope  near  Cbaring-Crofs >  July  2 6. 

YESTERDAY  an  Antelope  arrived  here, 
and  demanded  the  rewards  fome  time  fince  of¬ 
fered  in  the  Monitor  to  any  one,  who  could  give 
any  fatisfadory  intelligence  concerning  the  Two 
ADMIRAbLeS  ;  but  he  found  the  Sea  Lyon’s  Brains 
fo  tainted,  the  Joul of  the  Newcastle  Salmon  fo  cor¬ 
rupted,  and  the  Fox’s  Brujh  fo  offenfively  piffed  upon, 
that  he  refufed  to  carry  them  away,  unlefs  the  Land¬ 
lord  would  fuffer  ’em  to  be  hung  up  to  fweeten  in 
the  open  air. 


THE 
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THE 

monitor, 

O  R 

Britifh  Freeholder. 


NUMBER  LIII. 


You  have  got  an  opportunity  by  God's  bleffing  to  fecure  to  you 
and  your  poflerity  the  quiet  enjoyment  of  your  religion  and  li¬ 
berties. }  if  you  are  not  'wanting  to  yourfelves^  but  'will  exert 
the  ancient  vigour  of  the  Englifh  Nation  :  but  I  tell  you  plainly 
tny  opinion  is ,  if  you  do  not  lay  hold  on  this  occafion ,  you  have 
no  reafon  to  hope  for  another. 

K.  William’s  laft  Speech  to  his  Parliament. 


SATURDAY,  Auguft  the  7  th,  1756. 


To  the  MONITOR. 

SIR, 

THE  advice  of  this  great  Prince  to  his  parliament 
to  profecute  the  war  with  France,  in  order  to 
check  its  infatiable  ambition,  is  furely  adapted  to  the 
prefent  times. — Dangerous  as  the  fituation  of  this  na¬ 
tion  was  then,  it  is  certainly  more  fo  now  j  partly 
from  the  augmented  power  of  the  enemy  by  trade  and 
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navigation;  partly  fromthofe  internal  maladies,  which 

have  been  long  working  in  our  own  bowels. _ The 

lofs  of  Minorca,  the  contempt  thereby  brought  upon 
our  navy  ;  the  difhonour  upon  the  nation,  heretofore 
fo  brave,  as  to  be  the  terror  of  all  who  dared  to  injure 
or  inful t  it,  are  the  fubjetffs,  the  ferious  fubjedts  of  all 
converfations ;  and  I  fend  you  an  abftrad  of  what 
palled  the  other  evening  at  our  club. 

You  know.  Sir,  in  all  fuch  mixed  alfemblies  there 
are  perfons  of  different  talents  and  humours  :  lbme  are 
filent ;  others  love  to  talk ;  a  few  think ;  and  here 
and  there  one  has  a  flow  of  ideas,  and  volubility  of 
words,  which  qualify  him  to  take  the  lead  :  of  this 
laft  clafs  two  were  diftinguifhed  above  the_reff :  one  of 
them  was  Sir  Thomas  Downright  j  the  other  Mr.  Ti¬ 
mothy  Splithair. 

Sir  Thomas  was  an  honeft  gentleman  in  the 
neighbourhood,  of  lbme  education,  and  tolerably 
verfed  in  our  Britifh  hiftory  ;  a  true  lover  of  his  king 
and  country,  and  a  champion  for  its  conftitution,  as 
founded  upon  principles  of  liberty  :  but  having  a  little 
fire  and  brimftone  in  his  blood  from  his  mother’s  fide, 
who  was  a  Welch  lady,  he  was  prone  to  be  choleric, 
in  queftions  efpecially,  that  concerned  the  profperity 
and  honour  of  this  nation. 

Mr.  Timothy  Splithair  had  a  different  turn  and  tem¬ 
per  ;  cold,  cautious,  infinuating,  and  a  great  refiner 
of  fentiment ;  he  was  not  abfolutely  a  courtier ;  but 

having  received  a  fmall  favour  from  the  m - r,  was 

edging  on  his  fide  ;  and  when  any  body  bore  hard 
upon  his  meafures,  he  had  a  curious  talent  of  diftin- 
guifhing,  and  could  glofs  over  matters,  fo  nearly,  as 
would  cheat  a  vulgar  ear.  Thele  two  gentlemen, 
principally  engroffed  the  talk :  and  the  fubftance  of 
their  difeourfe,  was  as  follows. 

Well,  neighbours,  fays  Sir  Thomas-,  you  fee 
Minorca  is  gone  at  laft ;  notwithftanding  the  brave 
governor  and  garrifon  held  it  out  five  weeks  after  the 
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Fleet  deferted  them  ;  and  our  Hopes  and  Fears  are 
now  decided :  But  take  the  whole  Bufinefs  from  the 
Beginning  to  the  End,  both  in  Plan  and  Execution, 
with  its  furprifing  Scenes;  it  forms  fuch  a  Tragi-co- 
medy,  and  is  upon  the  Whole  fuch  a  Blot  upon  the 
prefent  Times,  that  I  defy  the  moft  painful  Ranfacker 
of  our  Annals  to  produce  its  rival :  the  Affair  of  Lef- 
tock  and  Matthews  in  the  laft  War  was  a  triumph  in 
Companion  to  this ;  and  what  a  fad  Omen  is  this  at 
the  Beginning  of  a  War  ?  what  a  Clog  will  it  be  up¬ 
on  our  Negociations,  when  we  come  to  treat  of  Peace  ? 
for  my  Part,  I  cannot  for  my  Life  fee,  what  we  can 
hope  ;  what  not  fear  ;  till  we  have  fome  better  Proof 
of  the  Wifdom  and  Integrity  of  our  M — - — rs  ;  till 
fome  other  of  our  Admirals  have  fignalized  themfelves 
in  fome  eminent  Adlion,  and  recovered  the  Credit  of 
the  Britijh  Flag. 

This  is  not  the  clamour  of  the  people  only  ;  for 
were  that  the  cafe,  our  deep-intrenched  m — rs  might 
perhaps  laugh  at  and  defpife  it ;  but  it  has  reached  the 
very  throne  itfelf : — The  arreft  of  B — g,  the  moment 
he  reached  the  Englijh  coaft  is  a  proof  of  this ;  and  a 

proof  likewife  that  the  m - y  are  forced  to  give 

way  to  the  refentment  of  the  Nation  :  and  fhould  he, 
upon  convidtion  be  condemned,  as  a  traytor  to  his 
King  and  Country,  and  offered  up  to  the  manes  of 
thofe  brave  Men,  who  fell  in  St.  Philip's  Defence;  I 
hope,  like  petty  Villains,  he  will  make  his  dying 
Speech ;  and,  to  eafe  his  Confidence,  and  make  his 
Peace  with  Heaven  (if  fuch  comprehenfive  Iniquity 
can  be  forgiven)  dilcover  all  his  Affociates,  if  there  be 
any,  without  refpedt  to  Perfons :  remorfe  of  Mind  may 
poflibly  extort,  what  a  love  of  his  Country  could  not ; 
and  if  he  does  this,  he  makes  all  the  Atonement  in  his 
Power  to  an  abufed  and  deluded  People.  There  are 
Perfons,  I  know,  fuch  Infidels  in  this  Matter,  that  be 
his  Guilt  what  it  will,  they  declare,  they  would  ftand 
in  his  Shoes  for  five  Shillings,  as  to  the  Danger  of  a 

legal 
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legal  Death:  they  confider  him,  as  (hulking,  like 
others  before  him,  behind  the  Shield  of  an  omnipotent 

m - r :  but  I  will  not  believe,  notwithstanding  what 

is  paft,  that  Impunity  is  the  {landing  Rule  even  of  our 
prefent  Ad - n  ;  or  that  it  is  poflible  for  fuch  a  Cri¬ 

minal,  if  found  Guilty,  to  be  difmifled  with  the  foft 
Penalty  of  a  Reprehenfion,  when  every  Drop  of  his 
Blood,  and  every  Inch  of  his  Body,  ftands  a  Debtor 
to  national  Juftice. 

Sir  Thomas,  I  agree  with  you  in  the  Main;  but 

let  us  have  a  little  Patience:  If  B — g  be  the  C - -d 

and  S - 1,  we  have  too  much  reafon  to  fear,  no  Pu- 

nifhment  can  be  too  great  for  him  :  A  Man  who  kills 
another  muft  pay  the  Forfeit  of  his  Life  :  nay,  a  poor 
familhed  Rogue,  who  flops  you  on  the  Highway,  and 
robs  you  of  a  Shilling,  is  obnoxious  to  the  fame  Pu- 
nifhment :  what  then  is  due,  or  rather  what  is  not  due 
to  the  Man,  who  plunders  or  ftabs  his  native  Country  ; 
and  whofe  Mifchief  fpreads  itfelf,  as  wide  as  his  In¬ 
famy  ?  but  as  I  faid,  Sir  Thomas,  let  us  not  prejudge ; 
let  the  whole  Evidence  be  before  the  Court,  and  then, 
and  not  till  then,  pafs  Sentence  :  I  know,  Sir,  you  are 
a  candid  Man,  and  would  not  in  a  private  Caufe  judge 
by  another  Rule  ;  and  let  not  your  Zeal  for  the  Public, 
though  it  fprings  from  a  virtuous  Principle,  tranlport 
you  even  to  with  a  Thing,  which  in  your  cooler  Mo¬ 
ments  you  might  fee  caule  to  retradt :  the  Difgrace  of 
our  Fleet  in  the  Mediterranean ,  and  the  fad  Confe- 
quence  of  it,  I  view  in  the  lame  Light,  and  feel  with 
the  fame  Senfibility,  as  you  do ;  but  let  us  not  be  call 
down  too  much  ;  when  it  is  poflible  at  leaft,  that  this 
Difgrace  and  Lofs  may  in  a  little  Time  be  in  fome 
meafure  repaired  ;  we  may  have  the  good  Fortune 
perhaps,  under  a  brave  Commander  to  retake  the 
Ifland  ;  and  the  Laurels  our  Enemy  has  gathered  will 
foon  wither :  and  the  Expence  of  his  Expedition  be  a 
kind  of  Triumph  over  himfelf.  As  to  our  M — y,  I 
am  willing  to  think  they  will  for  their  own  Sakes  chufe 
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to  go  to  the  Bottom  of  this  Affair ;  and  I  hope,  the 
Juftice  of  the  Nation  will  take  place,  fo  far  as  the 
Guilt  of  the  Ad - 1,  and  others  fhall  be  made  evi¬ 

dent. 

Mr.  Splithair,  you  are  for  ever  refining,  and  by 
the  artful  Juggle  of  your  perhaps’ s  and  may-be's ,  cal! 
off  our  Attention  from  the  main  Point.  As  to  what 

our  M - y  will  do,  the  beft  Way  of  judging  is  by 

what  they  have  done  :  If  the  Plan  be  as  defedtive  as 
the  Execution,  and  it  feems  fo  to  me,  it  may  be  their 
Intereft  to  fmother,  not  to  clear  the  Bufinefs  :  And  may 
not  Perfons,  I  befeech  you,  be  bought  to  fwear  away 
the  Life  of  the  Nation,  as  well  as  the  Life  of  a  fingle 
Perfon  ?  I  fay  no  more  of  this  at  prefent :  But  fure 
you  are  in  Jeft,  when  you  infinuate  our  retaking  the 
Ifland :  What,  do  you  think  the  French  will  leave  a 
weak  Garrifon  in  the  Fort,  like  us  ?  the  Papers  fay, 
(and  is  it  not  probable  ?)  that  feven  thoufand  Men  are 
left  there ;  and  had  our  Garrifon  been  equal  to  that 
.Number,  with  the  heroic  Blakeney  at  their  Head,  they 
might  have  defied  the  Army  of  the  Enemy,  and  held 
it  out,  in  Spite  of  all  their  Efforts,  till  fuch  a  Fleet 
might  have  been  fent,  as  muft  have  raifed  the  Siege  : 
whether  fuch  a  Fleet  would  have  been  fent  is  one 
thing :  but  that  fuch  a  Fleet  could  have  been  fent  is 


certain  ;  and  why  fuch  was  not  fent  at  firft,  ought  to 
be  explained,  and  muft  be  explained  before  the  Jea- 
loufy  of  the  Nation  will  fubfide;  who,  (laying  the 
whole  Circumftance  of  this  Cafe  together)  may  think 
that  the  Ifland  was  from  the  Beginning  devoted  ;  and 
that  B— g’s  Expedition  was  only  a  mock  Affair  to 
fence  againft  the  forefeen  Refentment  of  the  People. 
But  if  this  was  not  the  Cafe ,  what  was  it  ?  was  it  ‘ig¬ 
norance  ?  was  it  Supinenefs  or  Indifference  ?  what  was 
it?  Thefc  are  diftind  Articles  from  B—g  s  Condud, 
which  alone  cannot  folve  our  Perplexities. 

But  tell  me,  Mr.  Splithair ,  what  Probability  there 
is  of  retaking  this  Ifland  and  Fort fuppofe  we  have 
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a  more  powerful  Fleet  in  thofe  Seas  than  any  our  Ene* 
my  can  face :  what  is  to  be  done  ?  the  Fleet  alone 
can’t  take  the  Fort ;  and*  under  the  prefent  Menaces 
of  the  Enemy  againft  our  Mother  Country,  can  Forces 
be  fpared  ?  what  then  can  this  Fleet  do,  befides  pro¬ 
tecting  our  Merchant-Ships  in  thofe  Seas  ?  they  may 
ftarve  the  Garrifon,  you  will  fay  ?  but  can  you  think 
our  vigilant  Enemy  has  not  laid-in  vaft  Provifions,  to 
add  to  the  Stores  found  there,  when  there  was  nothing 
to  hinder  him  ;  and  would  not  the  Detention  of  fo 
large  a  Fleet  diftrefs  our  other  Services  ?  may  not 
North  America  ?  may  not  the  Sugar  IJlands  want  a 
Fleet  ?  nay ;  do  they  not  want  one  now,  and  the 
French  Ships  ride  triumphant  in  their  Seas?  and  if  the 
Enemy  has  the  Addrefs  to  divide  our  Fleets,  and  draw 
us  off  from  the  other  principal  ObjeCts  of  our  Atten¬ 
tion  ;  may  they  not  be  fuperior  to  us  in  a  particular 
Part  ?  this  ProjeCl  then  of  retaking,  I  confider  as  no¬ 
thing  more  than  the  Bubble  of  a  romantic  Fancy  ;  like 
a  Tub  thrown  out  for  the  Leviathan,  the  People,  to 
play  with,  whilil  the  Harpoons  are  plunged  in  their 
Sides.  In  fhort.  Sir,  can  any  honeft  Briton  forbear 
fufpe&ing,  in  this  whole  Affair,  a  Complication  of 
Ignorance,  Supinenefs,  Cowardice,  and  poflibly  French 
Louis  d’Ors  ; — but  I  forbear,  for  now  B — g  and  o- 
ther  fufpe&ed  Perfons  are  come  Home,  we  fhall  hope 
for  further  Lights. 

Sir  Thomas,  I  find  you  have  a  Genius  for  Jealou- 
fies  and  Sufpicions ;  but  you  know,  they  prove  no¬ 
thing  i  and  in  fuch  a  perplex’d  State,  as  we  are  in,  it 
is  not  eafy  to  fay,  what  is  the  bed  Plan  of  Policy,  e- 
ven  although  you  were  of  the  Cabinet :  how  much 
more  then  for  us  private  Perfons,  who  can  only  judge 
from  a  few  outward  Appearances  ?  confider,  Sir  Tho¬ 
mas,  the  vaft  Armies  the  French  have  upon  the  oppo- 
fite  Coafts ;  and  ftiould  they  attempt  an  Invafion  of 
this  Ifland,  ought  not  our  principal  Care  to  be  em¬ 
ployed  at  Home  ? 
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To  be  fure  Mr.  Splithair  :  and  what  then  ?  fuppofe 
1  was  apprehenfive,  that  fome  ruffians  intended  to 
break  open  my  manfion-houfe ;  it  would  be  prudent 
to  be  fure,  to  have  a  proper  ftrength  within  to  defend 
it,  but  would  it  be  prudent  to  collect  fo  much  ftrength 
there,  as  not  to  leave  fufficient  for  my  full  barns  and 
ftore-houfes  ?  our  colonies  abroad  are  the  full  barns 
and  ftore-houfes  of  the  nation  ;  if  thefe  are  ruined, 
our  trade  and  navigation  are  gone,  and  then  we  are 
no  more  a  people.  Befides,  have  we  not  camps  upon 
camps,  and  trains  of  artillery  dilperfed  up  and  down 
the  kingdom,  ready  to  face  any  fudden  invafion  ?  but 
how  are  our  enemies  to  come  over  ? 

Can  you  alk  that,  Sir  Thomas  ? — Yes  ‘  I  do. — • 
Why  !  in  tranfports  and  flat-bottomed  veftels. — That 
may  be,  I  grant *  but  muft  we  not  have  notice  of  the 
preparations  for  fo  Vaft  a  defign  ?  it  cannot  poflibly  be 
a  ftolen  affair  ;  and  moreover,  can  you  believe  the 
enemy*  will  engage  in  fo  bold  an  attempt  without  a 
fleet  to  cover  it  ?  No,  Mr.  Splithair ,  that  is  not  his 
manner ;  no  nation  perhaps  ftands  clearer  of  quixo- 
tifm,  than  the  French  :  And  tell  me,  I  befeech  you, 
where  is  that  fleet  ?  have  they  any  one  fhip  of  force 
north  of  Breft  ?  and  is  not  that  block’d  up  by  Bof- 
cawen  ?— but  fuppofe  it  ventures  out,  and  beats  Bo£ 
cawen  ?— Mr.  Splithair  !  give  me  but  a  fuppofition  or 
two,  and  I’ll  prove  any  thing  :  but  fuppofe  Bofcawen 
beats  them  ?  are  not  the  tables  then  turned  ?  but  put 
things  at  the  worft  ^  that  Bofcawen  be  beat ;  have  we 
not  ftill  a  vaft  referve  of  men  of  war  in  our  home 
ports  ?  are  they  to  be  beat  too  ? — why  !  then  the  game 
is  over. — But  I  will  not  fuppofe  all  thefe  difaftrous 
events,  and  be  feared  out  of  my  fenfes  by  probabi¬ 
lities  and  may-be’s.  It  would  be  wife  in  our  m — y, 
1  grant,  to  fecure  us  well  at  home,  which  they  may 
at  any  time  effectually  do  by  arming  our  own  people ; 
but  let  not  our  home  fecurity  be  fo  much  attended  to, 
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as  to  negledt  our  remoter  wants  ;  for  in  that  cafe  our 
ruin  will  be  certain,  though  it  may  be  deferred. 

Sir  Thomas,  you  feem  to  be  in  no  great  terror  a- 
bout  this  home  invafion not  in  fuch  a  terror  as  if 
the  French  were  landed  ;  and  I  think  we  fhould  keep 
our  fenfes  clear  and  fedate,  to  be  in  a  proper  condition 
to  receive  them,  fhould  the  attempt  be  made.  As  we 
are  fo  much  upon  our  guard,  poflibly  this  dreaded 
invafion  is  no  more  than  a  menace,  poflibly  it  may  be 
a  feint  i  a  ftratagem  for  which  the  French  are  famous, 
to  put  our  fagacious  rri— y  upon  a  wrong  fcent, 
and  engrofs  their  whole  attention,  whilft  they  purfue 
remoter  fchemes.  You  will  not  fay,  but  this  may  be ; 
and  therefore  let  us  be  wife,  but  not  over  wife ;  a 
good  name,  but  a  foolifh  thing  for  all  that ;  and 
pray  God  too  large  a  portion  of  this  fpecies  of  wif- 
dom  fall  not  upon  the  head  of  our  m —  •  rs,  and 
quite  turn  their  brains  ;  for  then  what  fhall  we  do  ? 

Well,  Sir  Thomas ,  heaven  grant  this  apprehended 
invafion  be  no  more  than  a  feint;  a  ftratagem  of  the 
enemy  ;  but  fhould  it  happen,  it  may  throw  us  all  in¬ 
to  confufion  at  once ;  and  we  may  become  a  conquer¬ 
ed  nation ;  and  how  would  you  like  to  be  a  province 
to  France,  and  governed  by  a  French  viceroy  ? 

Zou  nds,  Mr.  Splithair ,  what  do  you  mean  ?  we  a 
province  to  France  ?  we  governed  by  a  French  vice¬ 
roy  ?  Sir,  did  I  not  hold  you  in  jeft,  you  would  make 
my  very  hairs  ftand  an  end  :  what  the  cafe  may  be  in 
a  few  years,  if  we  go  upon  the  fame  fyftem  of  pro¬ 
digality  and  corruption,  and  all  our  money  fquander- 
ed  away,  no  man  can  fay  ;  but  this  1  will  fay  ;  if  we 
are  conquered  and  undone  at  prefent,  we  are  con¬ 
quered  and  undone  by  our  m - y.  Shew  me  the 

Briton  who  is  not  ready  to  take  up  arms  in  defence 
of  his  King  and  Country,  were  he  permitted  by  a 
good  militia-bill  ? 

Sir  Thomas,  you  prefs  too  hard  ;  there  are  thou- 
fands  that  view  them  and  their  meafures  in  a  quite 

different 
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different  light ; — what  then  ?  are  there  not  thoufands, 
whofe  intereft  it  is  to  do  fo  ?  but,  Sir  Thomas,  I  entirely 
agree  with  you,  that  things  are  not  yet  fo  defperate, 
and  I  hope  never  will  ;  but  fliould  the  Danifh  and 
Swedifh  fquadrons  join  the  French  ;  or  under  the  malk 
of  fubfidiaries  be  added  to  their  navy  ;  what  the  event 
may  be,  the  great  difpofer  of  all  things  only  can  fore¬ 
fee  !  Mr.  Sphthair ,  the  proper  time  to  fpeak  to  that 
point  is  when  it  happens ;  but  whatever  fhall  happen 
the  virtuous  and  brave  Briton  will  have  no  caufe  to  be 
afhamed  of  himfelf;  he  may  in  the  day  of  his  tribu¬ 
lation  call  for  water,  wafli  his  hands,  and  {landing 
bold  and  ereCt  upon  the  bafis  of  his  own  integrity  *, 
cry  out  in  the  face  of  the  world,  “  I  am  free  from 
cc  the  blood  of  my  country  ;  fee  ye  to  it.”  And  fhould 

its  plunderers,  its  betrayers  with  a  m - r  at  their 

head  audacioufly  anfwer ;  “  Its  blood  be  upon  us 
u  and  our  children let  their  names  be  regiftered  in 
the  annals  of  this  nation  in  the  blacked:  characters, 
and  remain  eternal  monuments  of  infamy  and  mif* 
chief. 

Oh,  Sir  Thomas  !  you  are  too  warm  ;  you  feem  all 
on  fire  : — and  will  not  the  provocation  bear  me  out  ? 
we  a  province  to  France  !  who  once  conquered  it !  we 
govern’d  by  a  French  viceroy  !  who  had  one  of  our 
Kings  crowned  at  Paris  !  we,  whofe  King  to  this  day 
wears  the  title,  though  the  kingdom  has  been  for 
ages  loft  :  ’Blood,  Sir  !  the  very  mention  of  it  makes 
me  mad  !  pray,  good  Sir  Thomas ,  be  appeafed,  I  was 
not  in  earned,  and  only  bolted  out  the  hints  among 
tne  many  idle  words,  which  infenfibly  mix  themfelves 
in  our  familiar  difcourfe :  I  believe  we  are  in  no  dan¬ 
ger  of  this,  notwithstanding  your  unfavourable  opi¬ 
nion  of  our  ftate-pilot,  and  his  affeffors. 

.The  company  obferving  Sir  Thomas's  colour  go 
and  come  ;  and  not  knowing  in  what  his  choler  might 
end,  called  for  a  toafl ;  one  immediately  gave  the  im¬ 
mortal  Blakeney  j  and  his  rougher  padions  fubfiding 
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into  pity  and  admiration,  the  reft  of  the  evening  was 
ipent  in  table  talk,  and  the  eafy  unbendings  of  thefe 
little  nocturnal  affemblies.  I  am, 

D  Mr.  Freeholder, 

Tour  very  humble  Servant , 

JONATHAN  STANDFAST. 


Leather-Market ,  Leadenhall,  Tuefday,  Augufl: 

the  3d. 

TH  E  price  of  Leather  is  confiaerably  fallen ,  which, 
as  we  apprehend,  is  owing  to  a  difagreeable  re-? 
port  propagated  without  Temple-Bar,  that  Leather 
Shoes  will  foon  be  out  of  fafhion,  and  that  next  win¬ 
ter  it  will  be  efteemed  very  impolite  to  appear  in  any 
augufl,  courtly,  or  genteel  aflembly,  without  either 
Wooden  Shoes  or  W'hiskers. 


A  SERIOUS 


C  85] 


ss 


-<-K 


A  SERIOUS 


CALL 

TO  THE 


CORPORATION 

Of  London,  to  Addrefs  his  M - y  to  remove 

fiom  his  Councils  and  Perlon  for  ever,  weak 

and  wicked  M - s,  C'c.  Humbly  addrefled 

to  the  Right  Hon.  the  Lord  Mayor,  Aiders 
men,  Common  Council,  and  Liverymen  of  the 
City.  Augufi  1 8,  1756. 

My  Lord  and  Gentlemen, 

IF  ever  there  was  a  Moment  in  the  Hiftory  of  En . 

gland  which  demands  your  whole  Attention,  it  is 
the  prefent.  You  fee  your  Money,  railed  with  the 
greateft  Wantonnefs,  fquandered  with  the  mod  profli¬ 
gate  profulion  in  Penftons,  on  thofe  whofe  daily  deficrn 

is  to  undo  you,  in  Defence  of  G _ n  Dominions" 

and  in  meicenary  i  roops  hired  to  your  Difgrace,  and 
probably  brought  hither  for  your  undoing,  whilfl:  Arms 
are  withheld  from  your  Hands  for  your  King’s  and 
your  Defence.  You  fee  your  Fleets  and  Armies  ren¬ 
dered  ulelefs,  by  the  Ignorance  or  Iniquity  of  thofe 
who  direcd  them.  You  fee  Minorca,  that  Illand  fo 
euential  to  your  fleet  and  Commerce,  negledted  or 

betrayed 
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betrayed  into  the  Hands  of  France.  You  fee  America, 
tne  great  Fountain  of  your  Wealth,  in  the  utmoft 
Danger  of  being  over-run  by  the  Arms  of  the  French 
King.  You  fee  yourfelves  deferted  by  old  and  able 
Allies,  and  doomed  a  Prey  to  new  and  feeble  Powers. 
And  laftly,  you  fee  this  Kingdom,  this  once  glorious 

Kingdom,  become  the  Scoff'  of  all  Nations  upon 
Earth.  r 

.  The  Hour  is  at  Hand  which  muft  decide  your  be¬ 
ing  any  longer  a  People.  Your  Wives  and  Children, 
your  Liberties  and  Properties,  your  King  and  Reli¬ 
gion,  cry  aloud  for  Relief  from  the  deftroying  Hands 
of  the  M - s. 

Aw  ake  then,  route  yourfelves  ;  remonftrate  to  your 
Sovereign  with  Duty,  yet  Firmnefs  ;  with  Allegiance, 
yet  Freedom  :  Lay  before  him  the  deplorable  Condi¬ 
tion  into  which  he  and  you  were  brought  by  the  Con- 

gulI  of  his  M - s.  Implore  him  to  bring  to  legal 

Examination,  all  who  may  have  conduced  or  confpired 
to  cover  this  Land  with  Infamy  andMifery,  withoutDi- 
ftmdion  of  Perfons  or  Degrees;  that  the  Stains  upon 
the  Honour  of  the  Kingdom,  theDifgraces  that  raife 
Indignation  in  the  Breaft  of  every  true  Briton ,  may,  in 
fome  Meafure,  be  done  away,  by  doing  Right  to  the 
Valour  and  Conduct  of  thole  who  have  done  well  ; 
and  by  perpetuating,  through  exemplary  Punifhment’ 
the  Infamy  of  the  timorous  and  treacherous,  and 
of  thole  who  in  any  Manner  have  trangrefled  the 
Rules,  and  broke  the  Difcipline  of  War,  or  have  ne¬ 
glected  or  betrayed  the  Honour  and  Intereft  of  their 
King  and  Country. 

Be  not  cajoled  by  the  fair  Speeches,  or  the  affected 
Prudence  and  Tendernefs  of  him  whom  the  D— of 
bf— — —  has  already  thanked,  in  a  Letter,  for  fo  long 

deferring  the  Day  of  Meeting  to  addrels  his  M - y. 

Be  not  deluded  by  the  falfe  Idea  of  Patriotifm  in 

him,  whofe  Movements  are  fecretly  actuated  by  M _ 

Springs,  and  who  urges  thole  molt  fallacious  of  all  ar¬ 
guments. 


guments,  the  advanced  Life  of  our  moft  gracious  So¬ 
vereign,  and  the  critical  Situation  of  publick  Affairs 
why  you  ought  not  to  Addrefs  his  M - y  for  an  Exa¬ 
mination  of  his  M - s,  left  all  be  thrown  into 

Confufion,  and  ye  periftt  as  a  Nation  :  When  every 
Man  of  the  leaft  Difcernment  mult  fee  that  our  So¬ 
vereign’s  fetting  Sun  muft  go  down  in  Tears  of  Sor¬ 
row,  and  the  whole  Nation  be  inevitably  and  irretriev¬ 
ably  ruined,  if  there  is  not  a  fpeedy  Change  of  Men 

and  Meafures  in  the  A— - .  Be  not  feduced  to 

make  B— g  the  Object  of  your  Complaint,  or  his 
Fate  the  Screen  of  others,  who  were  the  Source  of 
your  Calamities.  Keep  before  your  Eyes  your  prefent 
deplorable  State,  and  liften  not  to  the  fpecious  Speech¬ 
es  of  the  Deceiver.  Otherwife  how  fhall  that  honour¬ 
able  body  of  Men,  to  whom  the  Care  of  your  Liber¬ 
ties  is  intrufted,  fupport  the  Dignity  of  the  City  and 
themfelves  ?  How  fhall  your  Merchants  fuftain  the 
Reipect  which  they  have  obtained  over  all  the  World 
when  their  Commerce  is  no  more?  And  how  will  ye 
iioneft  Artizans ,  whofe  induftrious  Hands  create  the 
genuine  Sources  of  all  our  wealth,  fubfift  when  the  ufe 
thofe  very  Faculties  which  God  has  given  you  are 
rendered  meffedual  by  the  ruinous  Contrivances  and 
Mal-Adminiftration  of  the  M _ s  ? 

Behold  the  atking  Eye  of  that  Parent  who  depends 
on  y°u  for  fubfiftance.  How  will  you  bear  the  Cries  of 
yourChildren  for  daily  Bread,  when  Trade  banifhed  from 
thisKingdotn  by  M-  Iniquity,  fhall  carry  with  it  all 
fourceof  Suftenance  from  them  and  you  ?  Will  thofe, 
who  are  left  at  Eafe .until  they  have  undone  you,  then  be 
in  your  Power  to  remove  ;  Or  will  they  liften  to  the 
Mifenes  of  thofe  whom  they  have  unrelentingly 
brought  to  Rum  ?  Will  you  then  defer  the  Hour  of  rl 

thm’  o'f'u8  T  thfre  isrn?th'ng  remains  for  you  to  lofe, 
_f  a  falie  Tendernefs  in  difturbing  the  Tranquillity 
of  thofe  who  are  working  your  Ruin  ?  Caft  your 

yes  on  the  Swedes ,  what  glorious  and  inimitable  Ex¬ 
amples 
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a  triples  they  have  given  in  executing  Juftice  on  ne- 
farious  Men,  who  attempted  to  deftroy  their  Liberties. 

In  Companion  to  your  Sovereign ,  in  Companion  to 
him  who  is  to  reign  after  him  ;  in  tendernefs  to  your- 
felves  and  Progeny  ;  in  pity  to  your  native  Land  ;  in 
honour  to  your  Anceftors,  who  by  their  Blood  have 
delivered  down  this  Conftitution  to  you,  in  juftice  to 
Pofterity,  who  have  an  unalienable  Claim  of  it  from 
your  Hands  ;  if  you  have  not  loft  all  Feelings  of  Hu¬ 
manity,  lay  the  prefent  Prolpedt  of  increafing  Ruin 
before  your  King,  intreat  him  to  know  and  tell  you  by 
what  Means  that  Treafure,  which  has  almoft  exhauft- 
ed  the  Nation,  has  been  ufelefsly  applied  ?  Why  you 
are  denied  the  Ufe  of  Arms  for  his  and  your  De¬ 
fence  ?  Why  your  Fleets  and  Armies  have  been  ill  di¬ 
rected  and  mifappointed?  And  why  thofe  M - s  are 

ftill  permitted  to  proceed  to  the  ruin  of  his  Glory  and 
your  Honour  and  Interefts  ?  Let  this  be  done  before 
the  Days  of  eternal  Mourning  are  fo  far  advanced 
that  no  Power  can  prevent  the  enormous  Ruin. 


Advertifement. 

WHEREAS  it  is  certainly  known  that  300,000 /. 

was  remitted  to  the  French  Ambaftador  3 
Weeks  before  he  left  this  Kingdom,  this  is  to  allure  the 
Public,  that  whofoever  can  give  an  authentic  Account 
to  what  Purchafe  that  Money  was  applied,  and  what 
Man,  Wife  or  Child  it  was  received  by,  fhall  have 
ten  per  Cent.  Reward  for  all  thofe  Sums  he  or  file  can 
prove  the  Receipt  of. 


FINIS . 


